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The Attestation Parade for Recruit Intake 2014 (RI14) was 

hosted by British Gurkhas Pokhara (BGP), situated below 

the panoramic view of the Annapurna mountain range. 

After a rigorous and competitive selection process, only 126 

potential recruits out of thousands made it through to become 

soldiers in the Brigade of Gurkhas.

3 January 2014 was a day to be proud for the new recruits, their 

families and friends. BGP had put in a tremendous amount of effort 

throughout the year to ensure this day was a great success. Chief of 

the General Staff (CGS)/Col Comdt Bde of Gurkhas General Sir Peter 

Wall GCB CBE ADC Gen was the inspecting officer; other VIPs were 

also in attendance, they were: Lady Wall, the Brigadier General of the 

Nepal Army and the DIG of the Nepal Police Force, together with many 

more spectators who had come to watch the parade.

At 1030 hrs, 126 recruits marched on to the parade ground 

accompanied by the Brigade Band. You could see the pride on the 

spectators faces as the recruits took their oath of allegiance to the 

Crown and to keep Gurkha history alive with its own ‘Gurkha Kaida’. 

The CGS gave a speech in Nepali highlighting the importance of the 

day; the day the recruits finally become Gurkha soldiers. 

After the recruits marched off the parade ground, a group photograph 

was taken before the recruits and their families and friends had 

the chance to meet and greet with the CGS. A big curry lunch stall 

provided delicious food for all of the guests in the aid of the Army 

Benevolent Fund The Soldier’s Charity.

The day ended with a last dance being performed by all the recruits for 

their families and friends before they had to say goodbye to their loved 

ones, an exceptionally emotional moment for all. Jai Gurkhas. 

  

Recruit Intake 2014 
Attestation parade

By Sgt Shankar QGS
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British Gurkhas Nepal 
Management Supper 2014
By Capt Rajeev Shrestha, OC NST

Comd BGN welcoming the chief guest DIG Gopal Rai of Nepal Police.

Evenings during December 

in Kathmandu are 

generally cold; the night 

of 21 December 2013 was no 

different. All of the available 

Officers, SNCOs and guests 

tried to keep warm while they 

were waiting for the Band 

of the Brigade of Gurkhas 

to begin their performance, 

which was the precursor 

to the BGN Management 

Supper. Guests from various 

organisations and service 

providers to BGN were invited 

along to the evening. The aim 

of the Supper was to thank all 

those who had supported BGN 

throughout the year. 

Guests started to arrive at 1700hrs 

in the Kathmandu mess and were 

received by Comd BGN Col S P F 

Harris OBE, COS Lt Col E A Davis 

and GM Major Manoj Mohara. 

The guests began mingling on the 

Kathmandu mess lawn, which had 

been beautifully prepared by the 

mess staff the day before. With 

drinks in their hands and a quintet 

from the Band of the Brigade 

of Gurkhas playing music in the 

background, the bonfire having 

been lit, with decorative lights 

on display gave the whole area a 

warm and festive feeling. 

After the arrival of the chief 

guest, Deputy Inspector General 

(DIG) of the Nepal Police (NP), 

Gopal Rai, a splendid variety of 

starters, prepared by BGN chefs, 

was served. 

A brief announcement on the 

sequence of events by GM Saheb 

was followed by everyone making 

their way to the Basketball court 

for the performance by the 

band. The Band of the Brigade of 

Gurkhas had been in Nepal for 

the last few weeks on invitation 

by the Nepal Army (NA), and had 

been training bands from the NA, 

the Nepal Police (NP) and Armed 

Police Force (APF), with the aim 

of having a combined Beating of 

Retreat on 28 December 2013. 

BGN took the opportunity of the 

Brigade Band being in Nepal and 

brought forward the Management 

Supper, which normally takes 

place in March each year. 

The Director of Music (DOM) and 

his team were only too happy 

to oblige and return the favour 

to BGN for looking after them 

so well since they had been in 

Nepal. As the guests settled 

down in their seats, the Band 

Major marched his troops in with 

the sound of the drum.

The Basketball court was 

transformed into a small arena, 

with British, Nepalese and BGN 

flags adorning the perimeter 

fence.The floodlights provided 

the perfect focus on the band in 

the middle of the court. 

The band utilised the available 

space very well, performing 

various manoeuvres as they belted 

out some popular tunes; Yo Nepali 

Shir Uchali and Yo Maan Ta Mero 

Nepali Ho. In between each song 

they played, there was a Khukuri 

dance performed by members 

of the band. With Kukri’s in their 

hands and controlled aggression 

and expressions on their faces it 

made the performance complete. 

The atmosphere turned sombre 

and emotional as the band played 

The Last Post. All present were on 

their feet to show respect to the 

ones who had lost their lives in 

various wars and conflicts. 

The floodlights were switched 

off, everything was in total 

darkness. The only lights were the 

spot beams, which were focussed 

on the lone piper who stood on 

the high platform in front of the 

arena. The timing, the effects of 

the lights and the tune of Sunset 

were a perfect combination 

making the atmosphere even 

more enchanting. 

When the arena lights were 

switched back on, the band 

played the national anthems of 

Nepal and the United Kingdom. 

With the performance drawing 

to a close, the Band Major asked 

Comd BGN for his permission to 

take his leave; the uplifting tune 

of Yo Maan Ta Mero Nepali Ho 

was being played as the band left 

the arena to rapturous applause. 

It was close to 1900hrs by the 

time everyone returned to the 

lawn of the Kathmandu mess; 

everyone was looking forward to 

the supper. Following the dinner 

call by the Mess Manager, the 

guests were escorted by BGN 

personnel to the dining hall, 

which had been wonderfully 

decorated using the theme 

of Christmas. 

A variety of food, masterfully 

prepared by BGN chef, Cpl Rajesh 

Thapa and his team, was ready. 

Each table took their turns to 

queue for the buffet, with the 

quintet from the band once again 

playing wonderful music in the 

background. Before the dessert 

was served, Comd BGN took the 

opportunity to thank the guests 

for their presence and continued 

support to BGN, the mess staff 

for their superb service and 

supper, the DOM for the excellent 

performance by the band, and 

last but not least GM Saheb for 

coordinating the evening.

The evening began to draw to a 

close after the serving of tea and 

coffee. Guests began to leave, 

thanking the Comd for their 

invitations. It was 2100hrs by the 

time the last guest had left, way 

too early for BGN staff to retire 

to bed; they remained outside 

on the lawn, around the fire with 

drinks in their hands reflecting on 

another excellent night. Jai BGN!
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Lt Col D J Robinson, CO 1 RGR 
final week in Brunei
By Sgt Tarjan Gurung AIO 

Lt Col D J Robinson took command of 

1 RGR in August 2011 and since then, 

he has always led the regiment at the 

forefront; through MST, Op HERRICK 17 

and the Arms Plot Move to Brunei. 

All our successes were achieved through 

his leadership. He always showed great 

professionalism tempered with very high 

compassion towards all serving soldiers and 

their families. He always sat among the 

soldiers, shared their experiences and praised 

them for their achievements. 

It is not just him but his beloved wife Mrs 

Belinda Robinson, who actively involved 

herself into Regimental events and 

fostered family values. As the SSAFA Chief 

Chairperson, she took every opportunity 

available to foster good community relations 

at Folkestone. Throughout his tenure of 

command, Lt Col Robinson remained very 

approachable to all ranks and resolved any 

issues with such delicacy and in an amicable 

way which will be long remembered.

6 Dec 13 – CO’s dining out 
from WOs & SGTs
It is always a privilege and an honour to have 

Lt Col D J Robinson’s presence within the 

WOs & SGTs mess. His humour and wit cannot 

be matched. The President of the mess, 

WO1 Ganeshkumar Gurung (RSM 1 RGR), 

PMC Raju Dura and all SNCOs welcomed the 

CO into the mess. 

The CO presented a Borneo History into a 

frame and read out the quote to mark the 

loyalty, braveness and determination of 

Gurkhas. Finally, all mess members lined up 

outside the mess to see him off from the WOs 

and SGTs mess.

9 Dec 13 – Bukit Raja run to mark 
the significance of CO’s farewell
This is the very first kind of event that 1 RGR 

had ever organised marking the significance 

of any outgoing Commanding Officer. 

It was a demanding event which required 

carrying a heavy weight and radios, on an 

all uphill course, through each leg to the 

finishing point. A four-man team from each 

company set off for the exercise area from 

Tuker Lines, where they had an initial briefing 

before moving to the start point. The CO’s 

team comprised of COS Maj C Boryer MBE, 

Maj Rambahadur Pun (GM) and Capt Prakash 

Gurung (RCMO). The most challenging race 

‘Bukit Raja’, started with a great round of 

applause and excitement. ‘A’ Delhi Coy, under 

command of Maj D T Pack MBE, achieved 

victory after finishing the race with a very 

commendable time of 1 hour and 38 minutes. 

10 Dec 13 – CO’s dining out
 from the Officers Mess
A very final official dinner with the outgoing 

Commanding Officer was truly an honour to 

have attended. All the officers gathered at 
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1 RGR

the back of the mess, close to the sea. 

A clear sky and a mild breeze made the 

evening even better, even the unpredictable 

Brunei weather ensured this was a great 

evening. The COS, Maj C Boryer MBE 

presented a memento to the CO on behalf of 

the Officers’ Mess. 

11 Dec 13 – Cake making 
competition held at the Cookhouse 
This is an annual event that happens every 

year during the auspicious time of Christmas. 

LCpl Amrit Limbu (2007/08 gold medallist at 

Combined Services Cake making competition) 

organised this year’s competition to identify 

the best cake maker; all the chefs competed 

against each other, regardless of their rank. 

CO 1 RGR Lt Col D J Robinson, 

Maj Rambahadur Pun (GM 1RGR), Maj Paul 

McCarty (QM), Maj Chandrabahadur Pun 

(HQ OC), Capt Ralph Roylance (Adjt) and 

Capt Muktiprasad Gurung (QM(T)) were the 

judges. The overall winner was Cpl Tirtha 

with the best cake.

 

12 Dec 13 – Christmas lunch 
for the JNCOs and below
Just as in every year all SNCOs and above 

served the Christmas lunch to all JNCOs and 

below as a token of appreciation for their hard 

work, dedication and selfless commitment 

throughout the year. All SNCOs and Officers 

gathered at the WOs & Sgts mess whilst the 

remainder were sat in the dining hall waiting 

for food to be served. We then moved in 

three columns, in a very drill like manner, with 

the Pipes and Drums leading. The CO 1 RGR, 

Lt Col DJ Robinson was right marker with 

the RSM 1 RGR, WO1 Ganeshkumar Gurung, 

acting as the Drum Major, and Adjt 1 RGR 

Capt Ralph Roylance acting as the Pipe Major 

as we were led to the dining hall. The CO and 

GM wished everyone a very happy Christmas 

and then presented the CO’s coin to the four 

Chefs for their professionalism, dedication, 

excellence and selfless contribution to the 

Battalion. The CO also presented the ‘Prince 

of Wales’ Kukri 2013 to Sgt Sombahadur 

Chantyal. Finally, the CO and GM gave us all   

a toast to inaugurate the event.

12 Dec 13 – Gurkha Officers 
Farewell to CO
This year the Gurkha Officers organised a 

farewell programme for the outgoing CO to 

mark his excellence and work ethic to drive 

the Regiment toward progressive successes. 

Maj Rambahadur Pun (GM 1RGR) remarked 

that under the COs direction the Battalion 

had made some remarkable achievements. 

He also reiterated the significance of our long 

standing ‘Gurkhali Kaida and tradition’ that 

needed to be maintained and preserved for 

our future. It was an evening full of fun, joy 

and a lot of dancing for Lt Col DJ Robinson 

and all his Gurkha Officers. 

13 Dec 13 – Lt Col D J Robinson 
(CO 1RGR) Tow Out Day 
Finally, the day arrived, a day to celebrate the 

Lt Col D J Robinson’s two successive years with 

1 RGR, but, at the same time saying good bye 

to him in the traditional way by towing his 

vehicle to the gate before he finally leaves us 

taking with him lots of memories. 

The day began with all the Officers, 

including the GM and families sitting down 

and enjoying their breakfast in the Mess and 

afterwards, everybody gathered at the Mandir. 

The CO received a ‘Mala’ from the GM and all 

the officers before embarking onto the Land 

Rover which was covered with flowers and 

garlands. Finally, the CO’s vehicle was towed 

to the 1 RGR Quarter Guard, where he was 

greeted by a 1 RGR ‘Honour Guard’. 

On his final day he also gave an interview 

with BFBS radio extolling the quality that 

1RGR possesses. There is never a shortage 

of talent, quality and work ethic within the 

Battalion and he expressed his gratitude and 

good luck to all 1 RGR personnel and their 

families before he left the regiment. 

We wish CO 1 RGR Lt Col D J Robinson, his 

beloved wife and their children, good luck in 

their future posting. Jai 1 RGR!
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Jody Davies joined the Army in 1992 

directly from the Royal Grammar 

School High Wycombe and had his 

formative military service in Hong Kong, 

Brunei, Nepal and Canada during a five 

year cadetship. 

He studied at Gonville and Caius College 

Cambridge, where he read for a MA in 

Biological Anthropology. He was commissioned 

into the Royal Gurkha Rifles in 1998, 

regimental duty followed with 2 RGR in Brunei 

and the UK. During this time he commanded 

a Platoon on operations in Northern Ireland 

and East Timor and was with 1 RGR Battalion 

Headquarters in Kosovo.

Back with 2 RGR he led a training team in 

Sierra Leone and was then Adjutant in the UK 

and Bosnia. Post staff training he commanded 

a Rifle Company in a ground-holding role in 

Afghanistan and then Brunei.

Away from the Regiment he has been a 

Platoon Commander Instructor at Sandhurst 

and served in several operationally-focussed 

Commander 10 QOGLR
Lieutenant Colonel P M K Beaumont RLC

staff appointments. He was the operations 

and plans officer for British Forces in Kabul 

and then served as a Major at Headquarters 

Land Forces, responsible for Pre-Deployment 

Training for the force preparation of Brigades 

for Iraq and Afghanistan, for which he was 

appointed an MBE. 

He was the UK’s lead planner in the Permanent 

Joint Headquarters, responsible for counter-

terrorist up-stream capability building in Africa. 

He was then Military Assistant to Director 

General Capability at Army Headquarters and 

most recently the Chief Instructor of the Army’s 

Operational Training and Advisory Group.

He has been happily married to Liz since 2003 

and they have been blessed with Ethan (2005) 

and Eliza (2007) who will attend Hornbill 

School. He is an active member of the Armed 

Forces Christian Union, a qualified Mountain 

Leader and a closet Star Wars fan. He is an 

injured rugby player, a basketball hopeful, 

enjoys the mountains and most of all, 

good family living.

Commanding Officer 1 RGR
Lieutenant Colonel Jody Davies MBE RGR

Lieutenant Colonel Bill 

Beaumont commissioned 

into the Royal Logistic 

Corps in 1997 and following 

junior officer appointments 

in the UK and the Balkans, 

completed the Officers’ Food 

Services Course in 2002 before 

serving as an SO3 at HQ 101 

Logistic Brigade in Aldershot 

and on Operation TELIC 2  

in Iraq. 

In 2006 he was appointed 

Adjutant 10 Transport Regiment 

RLC and was in post when the 

regiment was re-designated 

10 Transport Regiment QOGLR. 

Following selection for promotion 

to major and attendance at the 

Intermediate Command and Staff 

Course (Land), Lieutenant Colonel 

Beaumont was posted to an initial 

Grade 2 appointment in DE&S 

working on Joint Supply Chain 

strategy, policy and organisational 

restructuring. Squadron command 

in 10 QOGLR followed with 

a deployment to Afghanistan 

as a Combat Logistic Patrol 

commander on Op HERRICK 11. 

Thereafter, he prepared his 

squadron in the Dismounted 

Close Combat Infantry role for 

deployment on Op HERRICK 

16 for Police Mentoring and 

Advisory Group taskings. 

Prior to its deployment, 

Lieutenant Colonel Beaumont 

relinquished his sub-unit 

command and took up the post 

of Deputy Chief of Staff 4th 

Mechanized Brigade in Catterick. 

On selection to promotion to 

Lieutenant Colonel and after 

attendance at the Advanced 

Command and Staff Course, 

Lieutenant Colonel Beaumont 

assumed command of 10 The 

Queen’s Own Gurkha Logistic 

Regiment in September 2013. 

Lieutenant Colonel Beaumont 

is married to Jo and they have 

two daughters: Katie (10) and 

Emma (8). 

The Beaumont’s live in Wiltshire 

where, in his spare time, 

Lieutenant Colonel Beaumont 

is often found chasing the family 

Sprocker Spaniel across Salisbury 

Plain or attempting to desert his 

family duties in order to fly fish 

on the chalk streams of the 

River Avon.
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Cambrian Patrol
By Lt Steve Ingram RLC

Exercise CAMBRIAN PATROL is a 

long range patrol military skills 

competition that takes place in  

the most inhospitable parts of Wales. 

Prior to departure we undertook a training 

week in the ever sunny Brecon Beacons. 

It proved to be an excellent refresher for 

navigation and excellent physical preparation 

for the loads to be carried throughout the 

competition. The rain as always made an 

appearance, arriving most frequently when 

micro-navigating over hills at 0200hrs. The 

endless hill walking was only punctuated by 

midnight Chinese feasts and river crossing 

drills. The combination of hills and rain effected 

the feet of our team and two of our strong 

members had to pull out of the competition 

(including our signaller).

With a depleted team we departed from 

Cardiff at 0330hrs reaching the Cambria region 

at 0700hrs for our start time. The eight-man 

section’s kit was inspected to make sure 

every bit of kit had been brought and that no 

contraband items such as GPS or mobiles were 

being carried. In the meantime our recently 

trained Signaller Pte Navin somehow managed 

to properly fill our radios under inspection 

despite having never been trained to do so. We 

then moved into the orders phase in which the 

rain ominously began to pour and our model 

pit quickly turned into a quagmire. 

After a short vehicle move we hoisted our 

bergans and began our long insertion into 

our recce patrol location. After four hours of 

a long slog we made it to our FRV location to 

find that the infamous Brecon maps had come 

into play, where there had previously been a 

large woodland protecting our insertion into 

the recce location there was now an open 

plain with a clear view of the enemy location. 

After sneakily approaching our target and 

correctly identifying the enemy T60s and BTRs 

cunningly disguised as inflatable vehicles we 

began the second phase of our extraction.

We patrolled throughout the night until 

we harboured up in a nearby woodland, 

completed our patrol report and stole a quick 

hour of sleep. Thus began the second phase of 

our patrol, we reached a friendly forces camp 

where we received further orders and the team 

received a briefing on field craft techniques. 

Our morale was raised by the prospect of a 

freezing cold river crossing. 

We once again began patrolling, avoiding 

enemy locations by traversing hills through 

dense woodland and crossing barbed wire 

fences. Morale was low until the Patrol 

Commander’s bergan was passed over a 

fence only for it to role 50m down the side 

of the hill arriving with the radio and antenna 

still intact. Our next task was the dreaded 

river crossing, in which the team proved 

their skills by receiving full marks mostly for 

‘pure grit and determination’ as the directing 

staff told us after we had hauled our soaked 

bergans up a steep slope of slippery mud. 

After some quick admin we continued on 

the never ending ascent to our next tasks; a 

weapons identification stand and fieldcraft 

teaching stand. Both of which were dealt with 

expertly by Cpl Yam and Ptes Bikash and Bijay 

respectively. We then patrolled down to our 

pick up point where several of the teams who 

had set off before us had already arrived.

Our next stop was the delights of the 

Sennybridge Training Area and as soon as we 

arrived we were driven onto a range where we 

were immediately contacted from the right. 

After a section attack of such daring that it 

lead the directing staff to remark that we were 

“far better than some of our closely related 

infantry”, we were quickly hustled onto our 

next task. 

We were brought into a room in which a 

prisoner was roped up to the ceiling with 

various torture implements adorning the room. 

After some skilful searching and negotiations 

from the team we once again were swiftly 

hustled out and set off at a sprint with an 

ammunition resupply for a friendly forces’ 

camp which evolved into a mass casualty 

evacuation to a nearby HLS, which was 

conveniently placed on top of a nearby hill. 

Once finished, the Directing Staff disappeared 

leaving us with a long patrol into our next 

location where our kit was checked once 

again for serviceability and a full debrief was 

conducted, where most of the details were 

remembered far better by the team than by the 

Patrol Commander. Once finished we reloaded 

our weapons and strapped on our bergans for 

our next location. We patrolled across a river 

and in rigid formation across an open plain, 

constant chatter being relayed down the PRRs 

for a potential attack coming from the left. 

After an age we met our next contact who 

gave us the good news, we were finished in 

time to go back home for tea and medals! 

I want to give my thanks to Captain Chakra 

Saheb and his Training Wing team, for 

without their help, preparation and last 

minute organisation we would not have 

started the competition, let alone completed 

it. Most importantly I want to extend my 

congratulations to the team, without their 

discipline and determination in the face of 

adversity we would not have got a medal. 

I was exceptionally proud to stand by them 

as they received our hard won medals. 

Jai 10 QOGLR! 
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You will have very recently been briefed on the final round 

of the Army’s Redundancy Programme and will know if you 

are eligible. Your chain of command will have given you a 

comprehensive explanation of; the Fields and Yields; the eligibility 

and exclusion criteria; your ability to apply for redundancy; and 

critically the support available to you and your family.

Like the rest of the Army the Brigade of Gurkhas is reducing in size to 

A2020 structures and therefore must make personnel redundant. Despite 

making 680 soldiers redundant in Tranches 1, 2 and 3 and reducing the 

recruit intake, the Brigade remains overmanned and unbalanced. I have 

been impressed with the detailed analysis of the Tranche 4 work and I am 

confident that the Fields and Yields selected are the best possible for the 

Brigade of Gurkhas to meet the future Army capability. It is this on which 

we have to focus to ensure that all our Brigade units continue to be held 

in high regard and so earn our place on future operations. We know the 

size and structures of all the Brigade units and we now have a better 

understanding of our future ERE commitments that provide additional 

promotion opportunities for Gurkhas. 

In this Tranche we have almost no Gurkhas operationally exempt 

from Redundancy which will provide a level selection criteria.

Once this Tranche is complete we will have ensured that the Brigade 

is fully operationally capable, both in the short and long term. 

That is why we have protected certain key capability areas (trades) 

and enabled an appropriate age and rank structure across the short 

and long career profiles. 

In terms of what happens next, it is the same as the three previous 

Tranches. Redundancy Boards will sit for each cap badge at APC and, 

using each individual’s Appraisal Book, those in the Fields will be 

graded as for any other APC Board. This will then determine who will 

be Notified for Redundancy on 11 June 2014.

The path of resettlement is one that many of our former Gurkha 

servicemen have travelled the majority of whom have successfully 

transitioned into civilian life. I remain pleased with the approach and 

the level of support provided by the Army Career Transition Partnership 

and it is good to see so many of our recently retired Gurkhas happily 

settled and in employment throughout the United Kingdom. I have 

personally discussed resettlement issues with many Service Leavers and 

all have emphasised one important point; the system will help in every 

way it can, but it is your second career and the more josh you invest in 

the resettlement process, the better your transition will be. 

Nobody yet knows who will be selected but all those who find 

themselves within the Fields must start thinking about what will happen 

if they are selected for redundancy. Look at the Redundancy Calculator, 

read the Redundancy Instruction and above all ask for advice if you do 

not understand. You should also remember that there are opportunities 

to transfer into other cap-badges and of course the Army Reserve. Take 

every chance to investigate these early and take advice from your chain 

of command. Finally, do discuss your options with your family. 

The support and advice that you will receive from the Career Transition 

Partnership, the Army’s and HQBG’s Transition teams are recognised 

as using ‘best practise’. In addition to attending the various Army 

sponsored resettlement briefings, we have also arranged specific 

‘Gurkha Employment Fairs’ for Gurkha soldiers, their dependents and 

for Gurkha ex-servicemen. The next Gurkha Employment fair is in 

Shorncliffe on 23 April 2014 followed by one in Aldershot on 11 July 

2014. Please make every effort to attend these Gurkha Employment 

Fairs which are open to you, your family and to all ex-Gurkha 

Servicemen looking for future employment. 

Our greatest strength is our people – serving, their families and our 

ex servicemen communities. You have all been challenged in the most 

difficult circumstances and have succeeded because you work as a 

team. In this next challenge, you will also succeed as others have done 

before you and we in the Brigade of Gurkhas will always be in close 

support. Redundancy is not something we would have wished for, 

but as a Brigade we will approach it with the same thoroughness and 

professionalism that we would any other activity.

Col BG

ARMY REDUNDANCY PROGRAMME 
– TRANCHE 4

A Message from Col BG 
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5. GC(S) - A photograph of the historic Battle Honour 
‘Sittang’ of which the company was named after, being 
presented to OC GC(S) Maj Yambahadur Rana MVO as 
a memento, by a group of Service leavers, Transferees 
and Posted out personnel on 27 November 2013 during 
their farewell.

6. QGS - Comd QG Signals, Lt Col Stokoe OBE and 
Gurkha Major, Maj Yambahadur Rana with Senior 
Gurkha Captain, Capt Hebindra Pun and SSM, WO2 
Khagendra Pun during their visit to Blandford Camp.

7. HQBG - Maj Gen T R Urch CBE COS LF/Col QGE 
being welcomed by Col J G Robinson, Col BG during 
his visit to Headquarters Brigade of Gurkhas on 
10 January 2014.

8. BFB - Members of Intake 1994 with their families 
celebrating their 20 years of service in Kuklung Bar, 
Tuker Lines on 19 January 2014.

1. 1 RGR - LCpl Tuljung Gurung was 
presented with the Military Cross by 
HRH Prince of Wales on 24 January 
2014. He was awarded the MC for 
bravery when he took on an Afghan 
insurgent in hand-to-hand combat 
during Op HERRICK 17.

2. QGE - LCpl Dinesh Gurung (Centre 
First row) Gold medal at Lightweight 
Flight (69 Kg below) and Silver medal 
winner in the Patterns Competition 
at the Second Army WTF Taekwondo 
Competition. 

3. HQBG - HQBG Staff attending their 
Christmas Lunch.

4. GC Catterick - Arrival Brief to Intake 
2014 Trainees by Capt Rajeshkumar 
Gurung, 2IC Gurkha Company Catterick 
on their arrival at Manchester Airport.
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Ex JOINT CATERER 2013 and Gurkha Chefs
By Sgt Pawan Sherchan

Once again The Queens’ Own 

Gurkha Logistic Regiment 

had a very successful Dashain 

celebration. This event offered an excellent 

opportunity to gather with friends and 

families, past and present, carrying forward 

the rich cultural traditions so characteristic 

of the Gurkhas. 

Following the calendar year 2013, 

the colourful festivities started with 

Ghatasthapana on 5 October where all 

nominated Pari party personnel led by Pujari 

Commander, Capt Nanda Kala gathered at 

the Gurkha Temple. This marked the 

beginning of Dashain where the Pujari party 

worshiped twice every day on behalf of the 

Regiment. The next event was Phulpati on 

Dashain 2013
By Capt Bhimprasad Gurung

Exercise JOINT CATERER 

(Ex JC, previously known 

as Combined Services 

Culinary Challenge) is an 

annual food services skills 

competition amongst the tri-

service caterers (Army, Navy 

and Air Force) which took 

place in the Defence Capability 

Centre (DCC), Defence 

Academy, Shrivenham over the 

period 24 – 26 September 2013. 

The three day competition is 

highly regarded throughout the 

services and only the very best 

chefs are selected to represent 

their Service. The primary aim of 

this challenge is to provide chefs 

and caterers of the Armed Forces 

with a competition which further 

develops their culinary skills, 

nurtures pride in professional 

achievements, builds team spirit 

and helps develop imagination, 

innovation and adaptability in 

order to excel on operations. 

In an attempt to create modern 

history, we decided to put a team 

comprising of Gurkha Defence 

Basic Chefs to take part in this 

year’s very prestigious culinary 

competition. Defence Basic 

Chefs are those chefs who are 

still undergoing their basic chef 

course and yet to see the field 

army. This was the first time ever 

that the basic chefs took part in 

the Open Field and Ethnic Buffet 

challenges to compete against 

very experienced teams from all 

three services. 

For the Open Field Challenge we 

were given two and half hours to 

produce a three course VIP meal 

to cover 20 portions using two 

boxes of Operational Ration Packs 

(ORP). The Ethnic Buffet Challenge 

added pressure by cutting the 

time down to two hours but still 

demanding 20 covers using the 

supplied box of limited 

fresh rations. 

In order to represent the army, we 

had to go through the selection 

process which took place at the 

Food Services Wing, Worthy 

Down, a week earlier than the 

actual competition date. Prior to 

the selection process, I had to do 

quite a lot of brainstorming to 

ensure that my team of young 

chefs understood the tempo and 

standard of the competition. 

Along with many others, I had 

doubts about my novice team 

meeting the two big challenges 

that I had decided to embark 

upon. In fact, I could not stop 

thinking that I had bitten off 

more than I could chew! Is 

this achievable with this very 

inexperienced team? Will they be 

able to handle the pressure? Have 

they got the culinary skill level to 

compete? Do I have enough time 

to teach, coach, mentor, lead 

and to actually eanble them to 

execute what I want to achieve? 

All these limiting beliefs were 

running through my head, but it 

was too late and I had decided to 

go along with it regardless, which 

made failure no option. Adopting 

this approach seemed to have a 

motivating effect on the team. 

As soon as I briefed my team and 

held our first ever practice, it was 

clear we were nowhere near the 

competition standard, however, 

we all realised the areas where 

we could improve. 

With all the feeble points in 

mind, we had another go the 

next day and were able to please 

ourselves with a much improved 

outcome. This made us feel 

stronger, functional, conditioned 

and completely ready to begin 

the arduous and challenging 

task ahead. 

Yes, there were times when I 

regretted my decision, but we 

carried on with a positive attitude 

and winning mentality. The boys 

suddenly began to take control 

of the situation and started 

using their own initiative , this 

helped me immensely, freeing 

me up to complete other tasks. 

After valuable feedback from 

the judges on our practices, we 

were able to tweak some areas to 

ensure that the dishes we were 

serving had any chance of getting 

selected for the competition. 

After all our efforts, we were 

relieved to be told that we were 

able to secure a position to 

represent the army successfully. 

With a little bit of time to think, 

we went to the competition with 

high morale, a positive attitude 
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10 October, the seventh day of Dashain where 

all Regimental personnel assembled at the 

Gurkha Temple to witness and take part in the 

event. After Phulpati the Regimental Pandit 

Mr Shivachandra Niraula (Hindu religious 

teacher), explained the significance of the day. 

The most important day of the celebration was 

the eve of Kalaratri on 12 October when all 

Regimental personnel, their families and guests 

came together. On arrival at the reception 

the guests were greeted by Naumathi Baajz 

(Nepalese Traditional Band) and all the Gurkha 

Officers and their wives, who cheerfully 

welcomed the guests. After a variety of 50 

different kinds of food Badha Khana held in 

the Junior Ranks Club, every one moved into 

Dashain Ghar. The Dashain Ghar in the gym 

was decorated with a Blue & Gold theme. 

The atmosphere was very inspiring as well as 

welcoming. Unfortunately this year the Colonel 

of the Regiment Brigadier A S J Fay Saheb 

couldn’t be present at the celebration, however 

the Aldershot Garrison Commander Colonel 

Lambert kindly accepted the invitation and 

was the guest of honour. The well rehearsed 

cultural team lead by WO2 Deny Gurung, 

presented their talents in a full program to 

provide entrainment for the evening. All invited 

guests and Regimental family thoroughly 

enjoyed the evening.

On the following day Maar on 13 October, 

all the Regiment’s members were assembled 

at the Gurkha Temple to witness the sacrifice 

and observe of rites. On this occasion back 

in Nepal hundreds of buffaloes and goats 

are sacrificed and an offering of blood made 

to the Goddess Durga. Meat is taken home 

and cooked as Parsad or food blessed by 

the divinity. This food is offered on tiny leaf 

plates to the household Gods, and then 

distributed amongst the family. Eating this 

food is thought to be auspicious however, 

due to animal rights restrictions in the United 

Kingdom, simulated animals in the form of a 

melon and cucumber were sacrificed. 

The tenth day of the festival was Tika on 

14 October and once again all Regimental 

soldiers assembled at the temple to receive a 

blessing from the Pandit, Gurkha Major and 

the Senior Gurkha Officers. Tika is made of a 

mixture of rice, yogurt and vermilion prepared 

by the Pandit. This ritual of receiving Tika from 

all the senior personalities or elder relatives 

greatly helps in the renewal of community 

ties. This is one reason why the festival is 

celebrated with so much of vigour and 

enthusiasm within the Brigade of Gurkhas.

QOGLR Dashain 2013 celebration was very 

successful and all Regimental members, 

their families and invited guests thoroughly 

enjoyed the festivities. Jai QOGLR!

and a full belief that we were 

going to do well. 

The day began at 0700hrs, 

we took over the kitchen and 

completed our set up ready for 

0900hrs. At exactly 0900hrs I was 

called out for the team captain’s 

brief which took no more than 

five minutes. I ran straight back to 

the kitchen and briefed my team 

and we carried on. After two and 

half hours of battle in the kitchen, 

we served our meal and stepped 

back for the judges to scrutinise 

every element of the dishes. We 

received very extolling comments 

from all the judges and were soon 

informed that we had won Gold 

in the Open Field Challenge. 

This had boosted our morale 

even higher and we could not 

wait to take on the afternoon’s 

challenge which was the Ethnic 

Buffet. This was the area where 

we were much more comfortable 

with and with a great deal of 

optimism, we were sure we 

could do even better as I had 

chosen a Nepalese theme for 

this challenge. Yet again, we 

were able to impress the judges 

and the spectators by serving 

our mouth-watering delicacies 

in a very innovative way; a huge 

(L - R) - Pte Krishna Pun, Sgt Pawan Sherchan & Pte Shakti Pun

been able to inspire some of 

our young chefs to take a keen 

interest in this type of challenge. 

S/N Category Competitors Overall Result

1 Inter Services Open Field Challenge Sgt Pawan Sherchan
Pte Krishna Pun
Pte Shakti-kumar Pun

Gold

2 Inter Service Ethnic Buffet Challenge Sgt Pawan Sherchan
Pte Krishna Pun
Pte Shakti-kumar Pun

Gold

Best in Class

3 Junior Fish Dish Pte Aman Ale Merit

4 Junior Chicken Dish Pte Sagar Gurung Bronze

5 Open Centre Piece (Fat Carving) Pte Dinesh Rai Merit

6 Open Centre Piece (Fat Carving) Pte Bikash Gurung Silver

7 Open Centre Piece (Fat Carving) LCpl Purna Budha Magar Bronze

8 Open Centre Piece (Fat Carving) LCpl Amrit Thulung Merit

crowd soon gathered around 

our stand. For me it was a proud 

moment receiving a round of 

applause from the panel of 

judges when I was pulling sugar 

to make my sugar sphere. Yes, 

we got Gold, and this time to 

add to our surprise, we were 

awarded the Best in Class too. 

Despite the overall result, JC 

gave our chefs the opportunity 

to come together and experience 

a unique journey. They have 

all definitely raised the profile 

of the Regiment, RLC and also 

the Army, and at the same time 

gaining a valuable experience 

in cooking. I hope we have 

Lastly, on behalf of the whole 

team, I would like to thank 

all those who supported us 

throughout. In this year’s competition the following chefs from QOGLR (Queens Own 
Gurkha Logistic Regiment) represented the army:

QGS
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A Potential Non-commission Officer (PNCO) Cadre took 

place from 2-29 November 2013. It is now mandatory for 

soldiers to complete a PNCO Cadre prior to promotion 

to substantive Lance Corporal (LCpl). 

The aim of the course is to teach students about the skills required 

to develop NCOs capable of executing command, leadership and 

management under both operational and in-barrack conditions and 

also to develop them to be role models for their subordinates and 

to contribute to team ethos and operational effectiveness. The first 

day began with a Personal Fitness test (PFA); where students were 

divided into different sections according to their performance on their 

fitness tests. The PNCO Cadre started with 50 sappers from across the 

Engineer Regiments, 43 of which would eventually pass the course.

The students received a comprehensive brief from cadre staff in the Unit 

Study Centre of 36 Engineer Regiment. In the evening we deployed 

to Thetford Training Area for the training in the field. At Thetford, 

students were tested both mentally and physically through a series of 

activities which was focused on command and control, leadership and 

management; there were theory and practical lessons included in the 

two main field exercises. The navigation and command phases were 

extremely challenging and tested all of us to our full capacity. 

During the Live Firing Tactical Training (LFTT) phase, we conducted live 

firing drills up to section level and also had the opportunity to practise 

with live grenades at the range. The cadre provided us with an excellent 

chance to develop our military skills. On the course, we also researched 

and presented some good example of famous leadership styles in history 

which helped us to improve our writing skills. We learnt and practised 

most of the basic military skills and the requirement to lead a fire team 

and a section on the first two nights and three days of exercise. Finally, 

we deployed for six days for the final exercise where we were assessed 

in the field environment covering field craft, navigation, delivering orders 

and executing command & control to the sections; it was extremely 

challenging in the adverse weather conditions. The exercise ended with 

the final run which consisted of casualty evacuation to a safe area.

We recovered back to Maidstone for the final week of the PNCO 

Cadre where we rehearsed weapon drills and foot drills for the 

passing off parade. On 29 November 2013 the parade took place; 

Col J Rhodes, Comd 12 Gp, was the reviewing officer. We were very 

proud of our achievements as we marched in front of our friends and 

families. Among the sections in the PNCO Cadre, No 5 section was 

best section scoring the highest marks in the competition. This course 

has not only developed us in all aspects of a JNCOs responsibilities but 

also prepared us for taking up a section 2IC’s role in future operations 

or exercises. 

Overall, it has been a great experience and now I (as a newly 

promoted LCpl) look forward to performing section 2IC duties on 

future deployments and exercises. Jai QGE!

14 Parbate Vol 65 No 8 December 2013 - January 2014

QGE

Obituary - Late Spr Yogya Raj Khebang

36 Engineer Regiment 
PNCO Cadre
By LCpl Top Jang Rai

Late Spr Yogya Raj 

Khebang, son of Lt 

(Retd) Ganesh Khebang, 

was born in Ekthar Jorpati, 

Pachthar on 13 June 1984. 

On completion of his education 

from Jagat Mandir Boarding 

School, Chabahil, he enlisted 

into the Brigade of Gurkhas on 

18 December 2003. After basic 

training in Catterick, he joined the 

Queen’s Gurkha Engineer (QGE). 

He then went on to complete 

the Combat Engineer Class 3 in 

Minley and subsequently a Trade 2 

course (Ftr Gen) in Chatham. 

On completion he joined 70 

Gurkha Field Sp Sqn, QGE. 

During his time in the Unit he 

completed several operational 

tours including Kosovo and 

Afghanistan. On 14 October 

2008 he was posted to 26 

Engineer Regiment and was 

quickly recognised as an 

exceptional soldier with a 

positive work ethic. 

Following Tranche 2 redundancy, 

he began to settle down in 

Bridgewater, Somerset and had 

started working as a Gas Engineer. 

Yogya Raj Khebang was a true 

gentleman with impeccable 

manners, always resolute and 

inspiringly hardworking and 

loyal. He was incredibly talented, 

a music lover and a fine guitarist. 

He was diagnosed with Systemic 

Lupus Erythematosus and sadly 

died at the Royal Devon and 

Exeter hospital on 25 November 

2013. His funeral took place 

in Kingsdown Crematorium, 

Swindon on 9 December 2013.

He leaves behind his wonderful 

wife, Reena and son, Ayush 

as well as his loving parents, 

brother Pesal and sister Pujan. 

He will be sorely missed but 

never forgotten. May God 

rest his soul in peace and give 

strength to his beloved family at 

this tragic time.



Ex FIELDIES DREAM (Ex FD) was a 

Combat Engineering exercise which 

was run at the Wyke Regis Training 

Area (WRTA) in Weymouth on 21 – 25 

October 2013. 

Sappers (Sprs) from 69 Gurkha Field Squadron 

(69 Sqn) deployed on this exercise which was 

the first combat engineering exercise since the 

Regiment changed its role from the ‘Search’ to 

the ‘Force Support’ role on 1 October 2013. 

Prior to this change, the Squadron had been 

rerolled from General Support in 2011 before 

undertaking the high risk ‘Search’ role for 

Op HERRICK 17.

It had been a quite a long time since the 

Squadron had trained on the combat 

engineering. Therefore the JNCOs and NCOs 

were given lessons prior to the deployment 

of Ex FD. The Sprs, JNCOs and NCOs were 

supervised by the SNCOs throughout the 

exercise. On the day of arrival at Chickerel 

Camp in Weymouth, the sappers moved to 

WRTA for equipment takeover and Day 1 

of training. The Basic Bridging Medium Girder 

Over Bridge (MGOB), Cuplok Tower and 

Heavy Girder Over Bridge (HGOB) were 

taught and practised. 

On Day 2 and 3 other training such as water 

supply including the Water Purification Unit 

(Standard) (WPU(S)), Water Purification 

Unit (Chemical Biological Radiological and 

Nuclear) (WPU(CBRN)), Small Groups, Non 

Equipment Bridge (NEB) and 5 Bay MGB were 

all completed. 

Day 4 was the big day when the Sprs learnt, 

knots and lashings, block and tackles, Tirfor 

Jack and SWR, AEH sets and bull dog grips 

and the Ariel Ropeways. 

It was a great day; every person learnt, 

revised and practised the basis of typical 

combat engineering when the Aerial 

Ropeways was finally erected with pride.

It had been a very informative week for the 

squadron. It was the first combat engineering 

exercise since the squadron returned from 

the Search Role to the Force Support role 

on 1 October 2013. Although the exercise 

had finished there remains plenty of room 

to further improve our skills. However, the 

squadron will have the opportunity to refresh 

and practice combat engineering while 

deploying to Canada for Ex WARPAINT early 

in 2014. Jai 69 Sqn

Troop building MGB bridge in WRTA
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Ex FIELDIES DREAM
By LCpl Basanta Gurung

Congratulatory

Troop building Aerial Ropeway in WRTA

Colonel Brigade of 

Gurkhas, Colonel J G 

Robinson, congratulates 

21171993 LCpl Bikash Kerung 

who was awarded Top 

Student of PNCO CLM Course 

(10 - 29 November 2013).



Commander QG SIGNALS, Lt Col N M Stokoe and Gurkha 

Major QG SIGNALS Major Yam Bahadur Rana made an 

official visit to Brunei Signals Troop (BST) over the period 

24 – 26 Sep 2013. Having arrived at Brunei international airport in 

the evening of 24 September, they were greeted by OC BST, Capt 

Shankar Gurung. 

Day one was a busy schedule for the Comd and GM sahebs. After a quick 

briefing by Sgt Tarjan Pun, second line technician, at Tuker lines, OC BST 

escorted them to the BST’s new Community Centre (CC) where Comd QG 

SIGNALS and Comd British Forces Brunei (BFB) officially inaugurated the 

building. From the CC, Comd and GM sahebs departed for their official 

calls to their respective counterparts at the battalion headquarters. 

Ex YOUNG TIGER was a 

Brunei Signals Troop 

(BST) diving expedition 

to Puerto Galera, in the 

Philippines, organised by  

Cpl Bikash under direction  

of OC BST, Capt Shankar, for a 

week during the period  

8-14 December 2013. 

It was designed to enhance the 

existing team bond and team 

cohesion among members of 

BST, and also to explore the 

underwater environment. 

Ten members from BST and 

two members from the QOGLR 

detachment were took part.

On 8 December 2013, after 

months of preparation and 

waiting, all expedition members 

departed to Manila from 

Brunei full of enthusiasm and 

excitement. We passed through 

the Immigration at Manila Airport 

with no trouble whatsoever. We 

were met by two drivers and their 

vans in the airport car park. 

After two hours of driving, we 

arrived at the port where we took 

a ferry to our final destination. 

An hour later, we finally arrived 

at the resort where staff were 

eagerly awaiting to receive us. 

course. Baz then ran through 

the programme and issued us 

course materials for personal 

study. We watched few video clips 

regarding the safety drills whilst 

diving and then got ready for our 

initial swimming test which was 

200m of swimming any stroke 

and ten minutes floating in the 

sea. We all passed the test which 

we found easier than expected; 

even the weaker swimmers had 

no trouble at all. After the test we 

were divided into two groups; one 

group started in the classroom 

and the other group in the 

swimming pool practicing various 

drills and vice versa.

After another day had been 

completed, we began to get 

excited because we were almost 

ready to go into the sea with 

our diving kit for the first time. 

For three consecutive days, we 

had theory as well as practical 

lessons in the pool before we 

made our first dive into the 

sea, remembering all that we 

had been taught before by our 

instructors. The diving instructors 

were very experienced, 

professional and friendly and 

because they all came from a 

military background, we instantly 

got on well with everything they 

had for us. Whilst diving we 

were fortunate to see colourful 

reefs, corals and marine life, an 

exhilarating moment for us. 

Once we had checked in, we 

were served with complementary 

drinks and Mr John, the co-owner 

of the resort, briefed us about the 

general area, the course package 

and timings. After a few drinks 

and a good meal, everybody 

settled down for a good night’s 

sleep after such a tiring journey.

The following morning we were 

seated in the classroom; John 

introduced us to Baz, Marcus 

and Krish, who were to be 

our instructors throughout the 
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Comd and Gurkha Major Visit 
to Brunei Signal Troop

By LCpl Ramesh Rai

Ex YOUNG TIGER
By LCpl Ramesh Rai



Members of 246GSS and Gurkha Company Catterick with members of  York Golf Club

The next item on the programme for the day was to officially welcome 

the Comd and GM sahebs to the BST office, where all BST personnel 

were lined up in the commcen foyer with the piper, Cpl Sunil Gurung, 

ready to play; the guest’s book was made ready to sign and a freshly 

made traditional garland was present. 

Both VIPs were received by OC BST and SSgt Indra and escorted to 

the troop office past a row of BST members. A thorough briefing 

covering all aspects of staff branches, G1 – G9, was presented by OC 

BST, followed by further short briefs by the Exchange IC, Commcen 

Supervisor, Crypto Supervisor and the SDS/MT reps - Sgt Sudesh, Cpl 

Prem, Sgt Pikendra and Cpl Bishnu at their respective places of work. 

After lunch, the CO, GM, OC BST and Sgt Pikendra departed for 

training area ‘C’ by helicopter where Cpl Bishnu and his team eagerly 

awaited their arrival. A series of survival techniques were demonstrated 

by Cpl Prakash Ale, LCpl Hasta Ghale, LCpl Sagar Gurung and LCpl 

Gautam Gurung. On completion of the demonstrations, they were then 

dropped off by helicopter at the Garrison Officer’s mess. In the evening, 

a social function was organized at the newly inaugurated CC building 

that involved all BST personnel with their families; we were privileged 

to have the company of the DCOS, Maj Forrest-Anderson and SO3 G6, 

Capt Watts attending the same function. 

On the second day of the visit, all BST personnel gathered at the Shell 

Company’s billionth barrel monument, widely know as sultan’s park 

amongst the Gurkha community, for a group photograph. Following 

the photograph, Comd and GM received a brief about Brunei from 

the battalion Chief of Staff, Maj Boryer. After the brief was completed, 

the Comd and GM sahebs returned back to BST for MS interviews. A 

special curry buffet lunch at the Chautari restaurant was arranged for 

all Corporals and above to attend, before our visitors left Tuker lines for 

Bandar Seri Begawan. 

At about 1900hrs, both the Commander and Gurkha Major were taken 

to the Bandar Seri Begawan International Airport by Capt Shankar and 

SSgt Indra for their return journey to the UK. It was a great privilege and 

honour to host both Comd and GM Sahebs in Brunei, to show what we 

do out here in support of the resident infantry battalion, keeping the 

Regiment’s reputation at the highest level. Jai QG SIGNALS!

The course kept us busy during 

the day but Sgt Sudesh did 

manage to arrange a visit to 

the white beach, another of the 

attractions in Puerto Galera.

For the last day of our course, 

we took a written exam in 

the morning, which we all 

passed with ease followed 

by a recreational dive in the 

afternoon. At the end of the 

day, we all were awarded and 

certified as basic Professional 

Association of Diving Instructors 

(PADI) open water divers. 

We all had a fantastic and 

thoroughly enjoyable expedition; 

a nice blend of hard training as 

well as the opportunity for a 

relaxing time. We were very glad 

to return back to Brunei with our 

new found skill, but we were 

all determined to return one 

day in the near future to do the 

Advance Divers Course. 

Parbate Vol 65 No 8 December 2013 - January 2014 17

QGS

246 Gurkha Signal Squadron 
Charity Golf Competition
By Cpl Milan Rai

I have always wanted to do something for 

the Army or to do something for soldiers 

and their families even though as an 

individual I knew I wouldn’t be able to 

do much for them I knew that every little 

helps, so with this in mind I decided to 

raise money for the Army Benevolent Fund 

the Soldiers’ Charity.

A Charity Golf Competition was organised 

between 2 Signal Regiment & Yorkeli Gulfers 

vs members of York Golf Club, Strensall, to 

be played as if in a match play format. York 

GC were eventually declared as the victorious 

winners and were awarded with the coveted 

prize of a Kukri. Although it was a competition, 

our main aim was to raise money for the ABF. 

After the match, a Gurkha curry was prepared 

for all participants; it was thoroughly enjoyed 

by everyone. 

All of this would not have been possible 

without the support of Cpl Sailen, LCpl 

Ramesh, LCpl Gaurav and Sig Benu. I would 

like to thank them all from the bottom of my 

heart for supporting me and this event.

I would like to thank all participants of this 

competition and also well-wishers for their 

support to ABF The Soldiers’ Charity. We 

managed to raise £650.07 and I am sure 

every penny will be used to support our 

comrades and their families. I would like 

to thank the secretary of the Golf Club at 

York, Mr Mike Wells for his contribution and 

selfless support throughout and also to Capt 

Vishal and WO2 (SSM) Suresh for letting me 

organise this worthy event. Jai 246 GSS!



2013 was a very successful year for the Trust but we 

are mindful that our Welfare Pensioners are 

becoming progressively more elderly and frail. The Trust is being 

called upon to respond to their needs for greater support and 

medical care.

In 2014 the Trust is providing a monthly Welfare Pension to 7,213 ex-

servicemen and widows. Currently set at 5,800 Nepalese Rupees, the 

pension is a vital financial lifeline and is often their only source of income. 

We will also continue to support these pensioners through difficult 

times – by looking after their medical needs through our Medical 

Programme and by providing one-off emergency Hardship Grants in 

times of crises. For the frailest, the Trust provides 24-hour care in our 

Residential Homes in Pokhara and Dharan.

We also pay a one-off Winter Fuel Allowance to cover the additional 

costs incurred during the colder winter months.

The Trust will also continue its support of the wider Gurkha 

communities. Our Rural Water and Sanitation Programme will be 

working in 80 villages over the next year to install clean drinking 

water and effective sanitation. 75 rural schools will be extended, 

repaired and refurbished through our Schools Programme and we will 

run eight Mobile Medical Camps. In total, 47,128 people will benefit 

from the Trust’s Community Aid Programmes.

In the UK, we run the only specialist advice and information service for 

ex-Gurkha servicemen and their families through two Welfare Centres in 

Salisbury and Aldershot.

The Trust needs to raise around £12.8m each year to fund this vital 

work. We are extremely grateful to all serving members of the Brigade 

and their families who continue to support us so generously.

An Officer Cadet marching in front 
of Her Majesty’s representative 
and Gurkhas lined up in the back 
ground for the Guard of Honour.
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The Sovereign’s Parade 
13 December 2013

By Rfn Nitesh Lama

The Sovereign’s Parade 

at The Royal Military 

Academy Sandhurst is 

held at the end of each term 

or three times every year. This 

parade is the most significant 

event among the activities at 

RMAS where the chief guest 

represents Her Majesty the 

Queen and takes the parade. 

Her Majesty’s representative for 

this parade was Field Marshal 

the Lord Guthrie of Craigiebank 

GCB LVO OBE. The parade also 

signifies the passing out from 

Sandhurst of Officer Cadets 

who have completed the 

Commissioning Course. The 

parade is attended by foreign 

royals and diplomats, senior 

military officers, prestigious 

civil servants, family and friends 

of the officer Cadets and 

permanent staff. 

During the parade, the Sword 

of Honour, the Overseas Sword 

of Honour and the Queen’s 

Medal are awarded by the Her 

Majesty’s Representative to the 

top ‘Officer Cadets.

The parade traditionally ends 

with the Adjutant riding his 

horse up the steps of Old 

College as he follows the 

graduating Officer Cadets 

through the Grand Entrance.

There has been a significant 

effort put in to make this event 

successful and Gurkha Company 

(Sittang) played the vital role of 

Security, Street Lining (

Guard of Honour) and other 

administrative activities. 

The Guard of Honour this time 

was led by Capt Dillikumar Rai. 

32 members of GC(S) were lined 

up either side of Kings Walk 

in front of the Old College to 

present the Guard of Honour to 

Her Majesty’s representative and 

other VVIPs. 
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Unveiling of Late Rfn Vijay Rai’s 
Statue in Tarahara, NepalOn 15 October 2011 Rfn Vijay Rai 

was killed by enemy fire whilst 

serving with 2RGR in the  

Nahr-E-Saraj district of Helmand province, 

Afghanistan. His body was repatriated  

on 9 November 2011 back to his home 

town in Itahari, near Dharan in Eastern 

Nepal with support of HQ British Gurkhas 

Nepal; he was buried in the Dharan 

Military Cemetery.

The statue was co-ordinated by Cpl Richard 

Gurung 2 RGR. On 5 December 2013 the 

statue was unveiled by Col James Robinson, 

Col Brigade of Gurkhas and Acting Colonel 

of the Regiment for The Royal Gurkha Rifles. 

Speeches were made by senior members 

present and Col Robinson before the statue 

was opened and wreaths were laid.

His father, Captain Nakdhan Rai, 

ex-Indian Army, decided that he wished to 

remember his son by building a statue of 

him at the United Ex-Servicemen’s Club 

in Hansposha - 2 Tarahara where he 

had also invested in the communal 

building to serve as a centre for

community development. This is a unique and prestigious 

opportunity to represent the 

Brigade of Gurkhas to all 

VVIPs, senior Army officers and 

diplomats. 45 members of GC(S) 

took part for security of the 

camp during the event and was 

led by Capt Mukunda Gurung; 

other members of the company 

were also involved in being part 

of the stretcher party, guides and 

car park marshals. 

GC(S) is an integral part of the 

RMAS group and we as members 

of the company are very proud 

to take part in its very important 

roles helping to make any event 

successful. Jai GC(S)!
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Colonel Brigade of Gurkhas, Colonel J G Robinson, 

congratulates LCpl Damber Limbu 2 RGR (Pic Left) and  

LCpl Pawan Shrestha (Pic Right) who were awarded Distinctions 

on their SCBC (Tactics Phase) Course (11 Oct 13 - 06 Dec 13).

LCpl Pawan Shrestha LCpl Damber Limbu

(Far Left) Lt Col E A Davis, COS BGN (Centre) Col J G Robinson, Col BG and (Far Right) Maj Manoj Mohara, GM BGN with the parents of Late Rfn Vijay Rai.



Lt Col D J Robinson, CO 1 RGR 
inspecting competition cake
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Following an extremely 

busy 12 months for the 

Regiment which included 

various regimental, squadron 

and troop level exercises, 

trawls, RAAT taskings, MJDI 

conversion and all the other 

additional taskings for which 

a Regiment not deployed 

on operations receive, the 

soldiers from 10 QOGLR were 

well and truly ready for the 

Christmas stand-down period. 

The Christmas period entered 

‘silly season’ in earnest on the 

week commencing the 

9 December 2013. Part of this 

period included the soldiers 

Christmas lunch. According 

10 QOGLR - Soldiers 
Christmas Lunch 2013 
By SSgt Terence Wall to traditions this provided an 

opportunity for the Officers 

and SNCOs of the Regiment 

to show their appreciation for 

the soldier’s hard work over the 

previous 12 months.

The day started with Officers 

and SNCOs vs JNCOs football. 

The game commenced with the 

JNCO’s showcasing their superior 

speed, skills and fitness levels 

against an Officers and SNCOs 

team which boasted effort, 

commitment and enthusiasm with 

little skills or energy to match that 

of their opponents. 

After a hard fought game the 

JNCOs (against all the odds) 

managed to win the game 5-1. 

Although it could be argued that 

this was all part of the Officers 

and SNCOs strategy to increase 

their ‘morale’ prior to Christmas 

stand-down!

Following the football the soldiers 

were hosted by the Officers 

and SNCOs for their Christmas 

lunch. The lunch started with 

some superb Christmas ‘carols’ 

all of which were sung with 

the same vigour as a Susan 

Boyle performance on X-Factor. 

However, without the quality!

The soldiers enjoyed a starter, 

main course and dessert, all of 

which was prepared and delivered 

to an excellent standard. 

Once the soldiers had finished 

their lunches, the opportunity was 

given for each OC to present their 

soldier of the year with a trophy 

presented by the Commander of 

the Regiment. 

This was followed by the soldiers 

Christmas raffle. An opportunity 

for the soldiers to purchase 

raffle tickets (for charity) with 

the chance of winning three 

Christmas hampers, a Sony 

PlayStation, a TV and various 

smaller prizes donated from the 

Regimental PRI. An excellent event 

which raised over £250 for the 10 

QOGLR Association. 

Following the Commanders 

pre-Christmas stand-down speech, 

the soldiers dispersed the dining 

hall leaving a trail of destruction for 

the Officers and SNCOs to clean!  

Looking forward, the Regiment 

returns to work on the 6 January 

2014 ready for what will be 

another challenging but 

rewarding year. 

Brunei Garrison 
Christmas cake competition 2013 

By Unit Correspondent

On Wednesday morning  

11 December 2013 chefs of 1RGR 

took part in the annual Christmas 

cake competition organised by LCpl Amrit 

Limbu.  A total of 10 cakes were entered 

and placed into four categories Pte, LCpl, 

Cpl and Sgt.  The competition was fierce 

with some very innovative designed cakes.  

Guest Judges from the Battalion were invited 

to score points for the various categories, 

they included; CO, GM, OC HQ Coy, QM, 

QM (T),  Adjt and SO3 Log Sp, Capt Marshall 

who brought specific expertise as he was 

commissioned from the RLC Chef Trade. 

Presentations for First and Second place were 

awarded to the four classes with the winners 

of each being; Pte Padam, LCpl Bhuwani, Cpl 

Tirtha and Sgt Mankumar. The Overall cake 

competition winner was Cpl Tirtha.

At the end the Commanding Officer and 

Garrison Catering Warrant Officer commented 

on how well all the competitors had done and 

on the high standard achieved by all. The CO 

also thanked everyone for their efforts and 

getting into the Christmas spirit.
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