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The Arctic Gurkha Team are 

kicking off their epic challenge 

with an official launch party at 

the Honourable Artillery Company 

on 26 March 2015. Before braving the 

extreme conditions on a record-breaking  

endurance challenge in the Arctic Circle, 

Capt Jon Armstrong and Cpl Arjun Limbu 

from 2 RGR are hoping to raise money 

for the Gurkha Welfare Trust at the 

spectacular charity fundraiser alongside 

their sponsors and supporters. 

 The epic, world-record challenging Arctic 

Gurkha expedition will require a mixture of 

skiing, climbing and kayaking over 1500 

miles of treacherous terrain around Ellesmere 

Island, just north of mainland Canada. 

Along the way they will brave the dangers of 

Polar Bears, crevasses, ice flows and moving 

icebergs that could crush their kayaks if they 

get caught unawares. 

 Tickets for the unique  launch reception on 

26 March 2015 at the Honourable Artillery’s 

HQ at Armoury House are available now. The 

reception gives supporters of the expedition 

the opportunity to learn more about the 

journey while enjoying the warm hospitality 

of the HAC and raising money for The Gurkha 

Welfare Trust - and of course to wish the pair 

the best of luck on their voyage.  

 Jon and Arjun are aiming to raise £30,000 

for clean water drinking and sanitation projects 

in places like Cpl Limbu’s home district and 

other Gurkha communities in Nepal. The 

launch reception will be an important part of 

this fundraising effort.  

 Tickets are now on sale at 

www.ticketsource.co.uk/arcticgurkha for 

£65. Currently serving soldiers benefit from a 

£15 discount by quoting Promo Code: EXAG15  

 For more information contact Viktoria 

Kish at arcticgurkha@gmail.com or visit 

www.arcticgurkha.com/support and follow 

the team’s progress at www.facebook.com/

exarcticgurkha 

Arc of the Gurkha: 
From Nepal to the British Army
by Alex Schlacher

Arctic Gurkha Launch Party Tickets now on sale

A stunning and powerful 

book of photographs 

that reveal the human 

face of the legendary Brigade 

of Gurkhas.

 There have been other books 

about the Gurkhas, but none has 

focused on the individual soldiers, 

their backgrounds, lives and 

experiences. Arc of the Gurkha 

explores the span of a Gurkha 

career from recruitment through 

to training and deployment up 

to post-military employment and 

retirement. Alex Schlacher has 

accompanied the Gurkhas on 

operations in Afghanistan, on 

exercises in the Brunei jungle 

and Australia; she has visited all 

the units in the Brigade as well 

as retired Gurkhas; she has taken 

intimate portraits of hundreds of 

soldiers and heard their stories.

 Beautifully presented 

and exquisitely crafted, this 

extraordinary publication is the first 

to explore what it really means 

for a Gurkha to be a Gurkha.

Available to buy now from 

Amazon and Waterstones.

Published by Elliott 

& Thompson

www.arcofthegurkha.com

RRP £30

Hardback

Full colour

285 x 220 mm 

(8 11/16 x 11 1/4  in.)

ISBN: 978-1-90965-399-3
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2 RGR personnel at the final stage 
of OP NEWCOMBE in Mali

Gurkha 200 Everest Expedition team train 
hard in Mt Makalu to get ready for their 
Everest Expedition in May 2015
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By Sunil Gurung RGR

1RGR has bid farewell to Gurkha 

Major Maj Rambahadur Pun, who has 

served the unit for the past 30 years. 

 Major Pun took over the prestigious role 

of GM in December 2012 whilst the Battalion 

(Bn) was going through a very hectic and 

turbulent period having been deployed on 

Op Herrick 17 (Afghanistan). Whilst the 

Bn was deployed to Afghanistan he was in 

Shorncliffe looking after families’ G1 issues; 

a vital job for operations. 

 During this period he often made the effort 

to visit the troops in Afghanistan which was 

greatly appreciated and he was very warmly 

welcomed, especially as he would convey 

family video messages to their loved ones. 

 As the GM of 1RGR he has not only 

overseen deployments but also the Bn Arms 

plot move to Brunei, Dashain festivities and, 

1RGR’s new Gurkha Major - Maj Chandrabahadur Pun

most challengingly RD T4 - all of which he 

handled in an excellent manner as everyone 

knew he would. 

 The GM’s farewell programme started 

with the ‘towing out’, which sees the GM in 

an extravagantly decorated land rover with 

all of the officers and SNCOs towing his 

vehicle up to the guard room whilst the rest 

of Bn lined either side of the route cheering 

in appreciation. During the towing out 

personnel presented the GM with 

garlands and flowers to show their respect 

and admiration. 

 A Guard of Honour greeted him at the 

guard room, lead by WO2 Prem Shreesh 

(now Mors 2iC), who used this opportunity 

to honour the person who recruited him in 

Church Crookham in 1997. He inspected the 

Guard of Honour and later paid his respects to 

the Queen’s Truncheon in the Quarter Guard. 

 After signing the visitors’ book he was 

presented with a silver statue of ‘The Gurkha 

Monument’ by the most junior Rifleman in the 

Bn on behalf of all JNCOs and Other Ranks as a 

token of appreciation for his outstanding tour 

as GM 1RGR. 

1 RGR Bids farewell to its 
outgoing Gurkha Major, 
Maj Rambahadur Pun

 After completion of basic 

training in Hong Kong, he joined 

2/2 Gurkha Rifles. During the 

amalgamation of 1/2 GR and 

2/2 GR, Chandra transferred to 

10th Gurkha Rifles in June 1992. 

Having achieved Best Student on 

his Junior Leadership Cadre, he 

was promoted to Lance Corporal 

in 1993. 

 His First operational 

deployment came in Bosnia in 

the IFOR role which resulted in 

promotion to Cpl in 1995. He 

was attached to 1PWRR as a Sect 

Comd and later was promoted to 

Sgt. In 2004 he was posted to the 

Brigade of Gurkhas Training Team 

in Shorncliffe on his promotion 

to WO2, where he deployed 

to Bahrain to conduct a Junior 

Leadership Cadre for the Bahrain 

Defence Force. 

 He was commissioned in 

August 2006 and as a Lieutenant 

(QGO) he commanded 5 Platoon, 

B Coy. Deployed to Afghanistan 

for Op HERRICK 7, Maj Chandra 

had the honour of serving with 

Capt Wales (HRH Prince Harry).  

 On his return, he was posted 

to Gurkha Company Catterick as 

5 Platoon Commander. 

 On completion of this posting, 

he returned to the Battalion in 

Nov 2009 assuming Second in 

Command of A (Delhi) Coy and 

soon deployed to Afghanistan 

on Op HERRICK 12. This was 

a particularly difficult tour for 

A Coy which lost two officers 

and an NCO in action. In June 

2011, 1RGR stood up an extra 

company (D Kandahar) for Op 

HERRICK 17, of which Major Pun 

assumed second in command of 

and deployed for the third time to 

Afghanistan to PB Wahid in Nad-

e-Ali AO. 

Maj Rambahadur Pun 

is succeeded by Maj 

Chandrabahadur 

Pun, who was enlisted into 

the Brigade of Gurkhas on 

30th January 1987 at British 

Gurkhas Pokhara, Nepal. 
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 Maj Chandra was selected 

for an Intermediate Regular 

Commission (IRC) in November 

2011. He was promoted to 

Major on 31st July 2013 and 

appointed OC HQ (Burma) 

Company. After completion 

of a successful one and a half 

year tour he assumed the 

appointment of Gurkha Major 

1RGR on 14th January 2015. 

He is happily married to Kala, 

and they are blessed with two 

daughters, Shreesti and Apeksha.  

 He is an all-round sportsman 

and enjoys keeping fit. 

Secret Santa celebration in Mali

By Rfn Sagar Kunwar 2 RGR

2 RGR spent the winter in Mali 

this year during deployed on Op 

NEWCOMBE. Rfn Sagar Kunwar 

gives Parbate an insight into Christmas 

away from home: 

 “Christmas Day is celebrated as a major 

holiday in countries around the world. On 

this day people celebrate with their families, 

relatives and loved ones by exchanging cards 

and gifts. This year we celebrated Christmas in 

Mali, miles away from our families and friends. 

Therefore, to maintain the Christmas spirit, 

the UK & Irish Infantry Training Team (IITT) 

organised a ‘Secret Santa’ event.

 GM 1RGR, Maj Rambahadur Pun’s 30 

years of service to 1RGR comes to an end as 

he finished his final address to the Bn. Tears 

in his and his wife’s eyes were obvious as 

they left the guard room waving a final good 

bye to 1RGR. We wish him the best of luck in 

his next post.

EXERCISE 
BERSAMA LIMA 14
By 2 RGR Correspondent

Six personnel from 2 RGR deployed on Ex BERSAMA LIMA 

14 to Singapore from 5-23 Oct 14 for a Five Power Defence 

Arrangements (FPDA) exercise. 

 OC B, OC Sp, Ops Offr, RSO, OC Anti Tank, and CSM CSS joined 

over 4,000 personnel on a decoupled Command Post Exercise (CPX) 

and Field Training Exercise (FTX). The FTX had separate air, maritime and 

land activity. The CPX was conducted at Changi Naval Base and was 

designed to expose participants to operational planning for conventional 

operations at the Combined Joint Task Force HQ level. 

 The exercise was held in co-ordination with Land, Air, Maritime and 

Logistics Component Commanders. All of the 2 RGR participants were 

in key roles in the Land Component Command.It was an interesting 

exercise working with the other nationalities and despite long and 

demanding days the team still found time to enjoy the cultural delights 

of Singapore. 

 The FPDA under which the exercises were held dates back to 1971 

when it replaced the Anglo-Malaysian Defence Agreement, with which 

Australia and New Zealand were also associated. This was necessary 

to take account of Singapore’s secession from Malaysia and the UK’s 

decision in 1967 to withdraw militarily from East of Suez. Under the 

arrangement, the five powers (Australia, NZ, Malaysia, Singapore and 

the UK) undertook to consult “immediately” in the event or threat of 

an armed attack on Malaysia or Singapore “for the purpose of deciding 

what measures should be taken jointly or separately” in response. 

 It was set to be a really exciting event and 

the entire UK & Irish Training Team were really 

looking forward to it. Rfn Sagar (who this year 

was our very own Santa in Mali) coordinated 

the event. Everyone had to prepare a gift for 

another member of the team (selected at 

random). However, the person receiving the 

gift would have no idea who it was given by. 

Despite only having picked names from a hat 

three days earlier, everyone had enough time to 

get a gift. These were then collected by Santa 

(Rfn Sagar) on Christmas Eve.

 On Christmas Day, everybody gathered 

together and CSgt Jimee said a few words 

before distributing the welfare parcels we 

had received from UK based charities and 

organisations. The parcels were extremely 

thoughtful and full of fun presents and useful 

bits of equipment. As a team, we are extremely 

thankful to these charities and organisations, 

who made our Christmas more enjoyable.

 Finally, it was time for the Secret Santa 

event. Everyone received their gifts and opened 

them in front of everyone. It was really great 

way to celebrate Christmas for soldiers who 

sadly could not be with their families.”
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by Rfn Ujjwal Thapa/ 

Rfn Rakesh Sunuwar (1 RGR) 

A team of Gurkhas has been training 

hard in the run up to their attempt 

to scale Mount Everest as part of 

the Gurkha 200 celebrations in 2015. 

 Following the successful mountaineering 

training in Wales, Scotland, the Alps and 

Nepal, the hand-picked ‘Ex Himalayan Odyssey’ 

team geared up for high altitude training at 

Mt. Makalu, the world’s fifth highest peak at 

8,463 meters in Nepal. Mt Makalu is extremely 

remote and considered one of the most 

technically difficult mountains in the world to 

conquer and it is rarely climbed as a result. 

 The team consists of 15 serving members 

from different cap-badges of the Brigade 

of Gurkhas, and four instructors led by 

Capt Dick Gale (a three times veteran of 

Mt Makalu). Their main aim was to gain 

high-altitude training up to Camp 3 at 

7300m altitude in support of the Tri-Service 

Expedition which included supplying essential 

kits up in the higher camps. The Tri-Service 

teams were attempting the fourth attempt of 

Mt Makalu from the South East Ridge. 

 Rfn Thapa gives his account of the team’s 

encounter with the mountain: “Our climbing 

started with a Puja ceremony held by a local 

Buddhist priest, blessing our equipment and 

team for success. Our first climbing was to the 

EXERCISE EVEREST 
TRAINER TIGER 2015 
Gurkha 200
Everest Expedition 
to Mt Makalu 8463 Metres

Advanced Base Camp (ABC) at 5800m, which 

involved a 1000m steep ascent on loose 

rocky surfaces. 

 On the next day, we were led by the 

instructor to Camp 1 (6900m). This was really 

difficult terrain to cover as breathing was very 

difficult at this height. Most of the route was 

uphill with scary steep slopes which were 

technically difficult and required huge physical 

exertion. One mistake and the climber could 

fatally fall thousands of metres down to the 

valley. We struggled to Camp 1 and got there 

in four hours, fully exhausted, and rushing 

for warmth. The night was similar to the day 

before with little or no sleep - probably a 

symptom of altitude sickness.

 With Camp 1 the first phase was done 

and we quickly returned to ABC. 

 Going down was quite easier however 

there was no room for error, checking for lines 

and abseiling down with real caution. Just two 

days in upper camps had made us weak, plus 

our appetite wasn’t good with freeze dried 

rations. At the same time the tri-service team 

was pushing high towards Camp 3. 

 The second phase was to reach Camp 

3, resting in each camp overnight. However, 

the weather wasn’t on our side and very few 

groups reached Camp 2. Despite this, most 

of our objectives had been achieved as we 

got good experience in high altitude while 

supporting the Tri-Service team up to Camp 1 

and Camp 2. The Exercise was a real taste of 

the dangers and difficulties we will face 

on Everest. Jai Gurkha!

 After the training, the nine 

fittest members were selected for 

the actual event which was on 

20 September.

 We deployed a night early 

to Kirkcudbright training area 

where we registered our team 

and had the standard kit check. 

The following morning, at 0530 

we lined up at the start point and 

soon after the event started. In an 

unusual twist on the normal event 

format, there were only 4 Check 

points throughout the course. 

 The day passed full of mixed 

emotions tabbing through big 

hills, boggy grounds, crossing 

rivers and wood lines. To make 

2 Signal Regt secures 3rd place in this 
year’s Lanyard Trophy Competition

Sig Giriprasad QG Signals

Lanyard Trophy is a 

yearly event which 

tests the endurance and 

teamwork of the Royal Signals 

Personnel. This year it was 

organised by 216 (Parachute) 

Signal Squadron in Scotland’s 

Galloway Forest. It was more 

challenging than ever because 

it was in an area with uneven 

terrain and requiring a high 

level of navigation skill. 

Testament to its difficulty, only 

26 of the starting 35 teams 

completed the event. 

 14 members of 2 Signal 

Regiment started training from 

1 September led by OIC Lt 

Ingold and 2IC A/Sgt Milan007, 

in the Otterburn training area. 

The training was divided into 

two phases, both comprising 

endurance tabs with navigation 

covering a distances of up to 20 

miles each day. 
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The Band of the Brigade of Gurkhas 
gets a new Assistant Director of Music

matters worse, the weather was 

misty throughout the morning 

making it unfavourable for 

navigation. One of the hills was 

700m high and took 1 hour and 

15 minutes to climb, seemingly 

never-ending and mentally 

demoralising. We tried our best 

throughout the course as a team 

and were rewarded with overall 

3rd position with a total time of 

12 hours 36 minutes, only 43 

minutes behind the winners.

 Finally, warm thanks must 

go to the 2 Signal Regiment 

for supporting the team, not 

least the members of the admin 

support team who did a fantastic 

job throughout the event. I am 

proud that I was a part of an 

amazing team representing 2 

Signal Regiment and encourage 

everyone to take part in the years 

to come.

Captain Basu Dev Gurung 

enlisted into The 

Brigade of Gurkhas on 

30 Jan 1995 in Pokhara, Nepal. 

After completing his basic 

training at Church- Crookham, 

he joined the Band of the 

Brigade of Gurkhas in 1996. 

 In 1999, he was selected to 

attend the Pupils Course at the 

Royal Military School of Music, 

where he passed his Class 3 

and Class 2 Trade Employment 

Qualification examinations. He 

was awarded the Kneller Hall 

Best All Round Sports Personality 

of the year in 1999 and on his 

return to the Band, he took up the 

appointment of Principal Oboe. In 

years service with the Brigade 

Band, Capt Gurung has toured 

extensively with the Brigade 

Band to Nepal, Hong Kong, 

Germany, Northern Ireland, 

France, Ascension Island, 

Brunei, Luxembourg, Gibraltar, 

Holland, Switzerland, Austria, 

Belgium, Canada, Cyprus, the 

2001, Capt Gurung was awarded 

as the Most Improved Musician 

of the Year. He was also awarded 

2001 Sports Person of the Year 

and went on to receive the Band’s 

Musician of the Year 2002. 

 In 2002 he was selected 

to attend the Drum Major’s 

course at the All Arms Drill Wing 

in Pirbright. He successfully 

completed the course and 

subsequently appointed as 

Bugle Major for The Band 

of the Brigade of Gurkhas 

in April 2003. In 2011, Capt 

Gurung was selected to attend 

the prestigious Band Master 

Course at the Royal Military 

School of Music. During his 20 

United States of America and 

throughout the UK. He has 

also deployed on Operations 

to Bosnia and Herzegovina in 

2000/2001 and to Afghanistan 

in 2002. He was appointed 

as ADOM in Sep 2014. He is 

married to Manju and has two 

sons, Siddhartha and Samartha.

QOGLR Charity Movie Night - 2014 
By SSgt Lalkaji Gurung QOGLR

Despite having a hectic summer 

schedule, members of 10 QOGLR 

found some rare down time 

to enjoy a charity movie night for the 

benefit of the QOGLR Trust. 

 Organised in the Training Wing Lecture 

Theatre of Gale Barracks, a special copy of 

the Nepalese Movie “Kabaddi” was charitably 

donated by its director Mr Rambabu Gurung. 

The film was one of the biggest hits of 2014 

in the Nepalese Film Industry and it proved 

extremely popular with the audiences.

 SSgt Lalkaji led a team comprising of Sgt 

Subas Tembe, Cpl Narendra Gurung, Cpl Bimal 

Rai, LCpl Prem Ingnam, Pte Kul Gurung and 

Pte Binod Gurung, transformed the lecture 

theatre into a traditional cinema. Decorations 

were imaginative along with some delicious 

traditional food during the interval sold by 

the families. In total, £704.00 was raised for 

the QOGLR Trust, with funds presented to the 

Colonel of the Regiment, Maj Gen ASJ Fay. Jai 

QOGLR!

Gurkha chefs prepared a traditional 

Nepali meal for 150 people 

attending a Gala Dinner at the 

Mount Bingham Barracks to celebrate the 

launch of the Jersey branch of The Gurkha 

Welfare Trust.

 Cpl Ram Gurung and Pte Arjun Gurung 

from 36 Engr Regt, the Queen’s Gurkha 

Engineers deployed to Jersey for the event to 

assist with the GWT event being held as part of 

Gurkha 200.

 Gurkha soldiers are renowned for their 

extraordinary martial qualities; loyalty, bravery 

and selfless service. Many British Gurkha 

Officers originated from Jersey and there are at 

least nine former Officers living on the island 

today. It is with their support that a Jersey 

branch of the charity has been established. 

Trustees are hoping to raise enough money 

to be able to build a medical centre in a rural 

village near the Himalayas. 2015 marks the 

100th anniversary since Gallipoli and the 200th 

anniversary of Gurkha service to the Crown.

Gurkha chefs 
provide specialties at a 

Gala Dinner in Jersey
By Pte Arjun Gurung QOGLR
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By Unit Correspondent

A team of Gurkha Engineers went on 

exercise to Jordan in October 2014 

to help the Royal Engineers construct a 

camp in the harsh desert climate.

 The two-month-long joint Army and Navy 

exercise JEBBEL DAGGER saw H Troop, 69 

Gurkha Field Squadron working alongside 54 

Commando Squadron Royal Engineers for the 

Land Component of Op COUGER 14. 

 It was a chance to re-emphasise the 

versatility and employability of the QGE to 24 

Commando Engineer Regiment (CER) - where 

Gurkha Commandos were based. 

 On 29 Sep, 54 Commando and elements 

of Commando Logistics Regiment (CLR) flew 

into Aqaba, Jordan to meet HMS Anvil Point 

and more importantly countless exercise 

enabling vehicles and ISOs at the Royal 

Jordanian Naval Base.   

 After a relatively stress free shake out but a 

long escorted move up to the Al Quwayrah TA, 

SHQ were ready to unleash the 

Combat Engineers.

 With the main effort being construction 

and security of the camp, evenings were 

consumed by erecting tents, making a home 

36 Engr Regt & QGE 
Potential NCO 
Command Leadership 
Management Course 2014
By LCpl Balkumar Budha Magar QGE

20 from QGE) were chosen from the Regiment and Corp to attend 

this physically and mentally demanding course. 

 The course was designed to test the potential sapper JNCOs 

physically and mentally in terms of command, leadership and 

management. The overall course was four weeks long, which was fully 

infantry based to learn and hone the skills of basic infantry soldiers and 

section commanders.

 The course was officially started with the opening brief of CO 36 

Engr Regt, Lt Col R G Walker. During the course soldiers were tested and 

assessed on each and every step including the Army Personnel Fitness 

Assessment (PFA), Operational Fitness Test (OFT) and Annual Fitness 

Test (AFT) as a basic requirement to stay on course. Unfortunately some 

entrants were lost to injuries and failure to pass the basic fitness tests.

 As it was a promotion course everyone wanted to do their best. LCpl 

Blakumar recalls the process: “We were also tested on command & task, 

lesson delivery theory and fact lessons, navigation, order process and other 

all battlefield skills and discipline. Throughout the course we did various 

section competitions to build in team work and to carry on the ethos of the 

British Army. The Course also included two exercises; Exercise First Chance 

and Final Exercise in Sennybridge, Wales. The first exercise was a learning 

phase whereas the final exercise was more of the confirmatory test phase 

with different appointments. After a week of long tiring final exercise, 

it was brought to an end with dawn attack and casualty evacuation up 

to Helicopter Landing Site (HLS) in which we were accompanied by the 

Commanding Officer and Regimental Sergeant Major.”

 “On completion of the final exercise the NCOs returned to Barrack 

and conducted drill preparation for pass off. On the pass off parade, 

three of us were fortunate to be promoted off the square based on 

overall performance in which I managed to secure the first place. 

 Overall it was an excellent course and we learnt a lot which has fully 

prepared us to take on a role as a JNCO.”

The Queen’s Gurkha Engineers work alongside 3 Commando Brigade

away from home and creating some innovative 

accessories to increase the quality of living and 

consequently the morale of the men.

 The Plant Operator Mechanics Section 

(POMs) was arguably the busiest during the 

initial phases of construction. LCpl Yuwraj 

Lumfuhang Limbu and Spr Arun Gurung 

quickly settled into their vehicles creating 

drainage and roadways to maximise camp 

durability while also enabling Field Sect tasks 

with their awesome earth moving capability. 

By the time austere ablutions and ‘the Galley’ 

were in place the camp started to take shape, 

and Cpls Premjung Thapa and Gajendra 

Gurung were putting the finishing touches on 

their initial tasks. 

 By now, H Troop had seamlessly integrated 

into the Sqn and even had time to show off 

another Gurkha skill by leading the intra-camp 

Volleyball tournament. 

 With many more tasks to come and the 

attraction of a week down at Aqaba Port 

proving too strong to resist, Cpl Bhim Limbu’s 

Sect moved to run the WPU (NBC) Saline at the 

water source. This temperamental machine, 

which was set up by 1 Troop, was used to turn 

sea water into a 27,000 litres per day supply 

of potable water for the camp. With only rare 

opportunities to treat these quantities of water 

in the UK, this proof of capability for H Troop 

will hopefully provide a source of knowledge 

and experience for future Ops.

 Having completed our duties of enabling 

and contributing to 40 Commando RM’s final 

training exercise, 54 Commando and H Troop 

switched focus one final time to the strip out 

and recovery of Eng stores. With one final 

push we managed to collapse the entire BSA in 

two days - with some additional help from the 

locals. H Troop proved some key Force Support 

capabilities working alongside 54 Commando 

for eight weeks to enable a successful Ex. 

 Their quality of work and productivity 

constantly impressed throughout the BSA, 

earning praise on many occasions. 

36 Engineer Regiment and the Queens Gurkha Engineer 

(QGE) ran a Command Leadership Management Course 

for Potential NCOs from the 2 - 28 Nov 2014.

 Under the command of Lt Hawkes from 70 Gurkha Field Squadron 

in Brunswick Training Camp, Pirbright, 50 Sappers (including 
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Brigade of Gurkhas Congratulations Board

Sgt Kishan Ale 

QG Signals was awarded both 

Top Student and Top Field Soldier 

on SCLM 14/005

LCpl Ramkaji Thapa QGE recently 

completed his Class 1 course 

where he was awarded Top 

Student with an overall score of 

93%. This score is the highest 

recorded by the Royal School of 

Military Engineering since this 

course has started.

Maj Tol Bahadur Khamcha (GM QG SIGNALS) 

was awarded Chief of the General Staff 

Commendation for his outstanding service. 

He received a congratulatory message from 

Colonel Brigade of Gurkhas

Capt Jitendra Shakya was awarded a Silver 

Medal by the Master & Liverymen of the 

Worshipful Company of Chartered Secretaries 

and Administrators (WCCSA). The Silver Medal 

award is presented annually to an AGC(SPS) 

officer or soldier who have excelled either as a 

student or within the wider training arena.

Col BG congratulating 

the recipient of The 

Band of the Brigade of 

Gurkhas Sportsman of 

the Year 2014 

Cpl Kiran Mukhiya.

Sgt Milan Rai 

(248 Gurkha Signal Squadron) has 

successfully completed the SCLM 

14/004 course with A grade. 

He finished overall 4th out of 34

LCpl Suresh Limbu (Jnr HR/ 2 Sig 

Regt) was selected to receive the 

D Pers Admin Commendation 

for his outstanding contribution 

to his detachment.

Spr Bijay Rana Magar 

recently completed his ME Elect 

Class 1 course where he achieved 

the top student with an overall 

score of 90% and

 is recommended for 

Clerk of Works. 

Spr Dhiraj Rai recently completed 

his ME B&C Class 1 course as the 

Top Student with an overall score 

of 92% and was recommended 

for Clerk of Works. He was also 

awarded the Top Student of the 

year 2014 in the Royal School of 

Military Engineering. 

Col BG congratulating 

the recipient of Most 

Improvement Musician 

of the Year 2014 

Musician Doran Gurung
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By Bidhata Rai (MSc, MA, PGCE)

Who says you can’t aspire to have 

a career of your own if you 

marry a Gurkha? A secondary 

science teacher by profession today, my 

aspirations have materialised only because 

my Gurkha husband, Rifleman Dhanraj 

Rai, supported me throughout my journey. 

The transition from being a popular 

newscaster in Kantipur Television (P) Ltd. 

in Kathmandu to sinking into oblivion was 

an excruciating experience. I, however, 

didn’t want to settle for less!

 Newly married, financially fragile, I wasn’t 

sure if my husband would support my decision 

to do MA in Journalism from the University of 

Westminster, more so because I already had an 

MSc in Chemistry from the University of North 

Bengal in India. But to my pleasant surprise, he 

braved the loan and never complained. I can’t 

thank him more. Near to the completion of 

my postgraduate degree in 2009, I was faced 

with another turning point in my career path. 

Dhanraj got posted to Germany and I was in 

a conundrum whether to stay behind or 

follow him. 

 After much thought and long hours of 

vigorous discussion, I decided to go… to a 

land, where I knew my career would take a 

back seat one more time, as I know not how to 

speak in ‘Deutsch’. But much before we were 

scheduled to fly to the only ‘He’ country in the 

world, I had browsed the net for employment 

and applied for various positions within York 

barracks in Munster, where we were to live for 

three long years. 

 I was lucky as I was offered a position of 

a senior librarian and information assistant in 

York library. I found some solace in it but that 

didn’t fully satiate me.

 The second-in-command (2ic) and a media 

person welcomed us at the airport: Gosh, I felt 

special! It was only later that I came to know 

that we were the first and probably the last 

Gurkha unit to be posted to Germany as an 

attachment to the 1st Battalion The Yorkshire 

Regiment in full light infantry company 

strength as GRC 3 (Gurkha Reinforcement 

Company). The reporter was from a magazine 

called Kiepenkerl, the same magazine that 

interviewed me later in the capacity of a senior 

librarian. 

 Most of the time, I felt like I was from 

another planet and I must admit there was 

no energy left in me to learn the language as 

I had started believing that change is not just 

inevitable, but rapid in the life of a soldier’s 

wife. I wanted to put an end to learning for 

the sake of it but rather nurture what I already 

knew. Dhanraj knew exactly what I wanted and 

never enforced anything on me but allowed 

me to try things out as and when I wanted. 

Just when I was about to get into depression 

and reach the umpteenth degree of frustration, 

I was blessed with two things at the same time: 

a job to keep me engaged and news about my 

pregnancy. My happiness knew no bounds!   

 Most of BST members had recently completed the CEBU marathon 

in Philippines, and they did not miss the opportunity to take part in the 

BFB Half Marathon. The event was open to all the serving personnel, 

families and local people consisting of Half Marathon, 4 men Half 

Marathon Team Relay and 5km Run/Walk for the ladies.

 Maj Alan Pibworth, DCOS BFB took part in the team relay event 

and ladies from the BST also took part in the 5km Ladies’ Run. It 

was a successful day for BST as every member of the team was able 

to beat their personal best time. The greatest success came for Mrs 

Kumari Didi and Mrs Deepa Didi who were able to secure 1st and 2nd 

position respectively in 5km Ladies’ Run.

 Things started to fall into place and on 17 

April 2010, our little angel, Aarav Adhish was 

born. 

 The posting started to build a reputation 

of its own; it was unique in itself as the Yorks’ 

left no stone unturned to integrate with us - I 

still miss the trips to Koln, Legoland and Sea 

life we made together among others. Oh yes, 

I enjoyed the company parties and the annual 

ladies night events during Christmas too! We 

finally started taking advantage of the posting 

- we visited Switzerland and some European 

countries like Netherlands, Belgium and the 

capital of Deutschland, Berlin, to name a few. 

Almost every family did the same. I must admit 

it’s something we wouldn’t have done had we 

not gone to Germany. Tax-free shopping in 

most German shops came as a bonus with this 

posting.

 Nevertheless, no sooner than I could 

realise, Dhanraj was due to deploy to 

Afghanistan (Op Herrick 15) for the second 

time since we got married, the first one being 

just a couple of months after our wedding in 

2008 (the notorious Op Herrick 9, when he 

survived two IED explosions!). I shortened my 

maternity leave, as I needed to go back to 

work to keep myself engaged and distracted 

from unpleasant thoughts. It was during those 

days that BFBS Gurkha Radio became a part 

and parcel of my life and I spent hours writing 

letters through e-bluey. There was hardly a 

day when we didn’t talk over the phone and 

time stalled during the rare occasions when 

he couldn’t call. I am glad that the war in 

Afghanistan has come to an end. 

 I’ve always dared to brave the odds and 

learning how to drive in Germany is one such 

By LCpl Sagar Gurung

All available BST personnel took part in the British Forces 

Brunei (BFB) Half Marathon on Panaga Beach and its 

surrounding areas on 17 January this year. The charity 

event was organised by Sgt Dhiraj Gurung, 1 RGR to support the 

Gurkha 200 by raising money towards the Gurkha Welfare Trust. 

Brunei Signal Troop ladies 
dominate BFB 
5km Ladies Run

My Life in Germany - In Retrospect

Brunei Signal Troop proudly showing their certificates with Mrs Kumari 
(Winner) and Mrs Deepa (1st Runner up) of 5km Ladies’ Run
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By BGN Correspondent

The Defence Section of the British Embassy Organised the 

second International Disaster Management (IDM) Course 

from 15th to 19th Dec 2014 at British Gurkhas Nepal. Maj 

Hitman Gurung MVO, AMA/MLO, formally opened the training 

which was delivered by two academics from the Disaster 

Management (DM) faculty at Bournemouth University. 

 The course students came from a range of organisations including 

the Nepalese Army, Armed Police Force, Nepal Police, Government of 

Nepal, British Embassy and academic institutions. The first day focused 

on strategic issues of IDM and consisted of several lectures covering DM, 

risk analysis and risk reduction. The training provided a great networking 

opportunity for all those attending to get to know each other and begin 

to build vital relationships between their organisations. The day ended 

with a guest speaker from the Nepal Risk Reduction Consortium, a UN-

led organisation focusing on implementing long term risk reduction in 

Nepal. 

 Day two introduced the subject of problem analysis and saw the 

students conduct their first table top exercise. Split into small groups, 

the students had to analyse a problem and formulate a contingency 

plan, in this case for a village that was likely to be flooded by a nearby 

river. Day three started with many lectures covering various subjects 

including major incident response, mass casualty handling and tracking, 

disaster victim identification and media. This prepared the students 

for the second and largest exercise of the course on day four called 

Exercise DAHA MARGA. The scenario was based on the collapse of a 

large shopping mall in the centre of Kathmandu. This proved to be a fast 

paced and testing experience with groups of students being assigned 

roles which they were unfamiliar with and having to react to relentless 

stream of serials testing the groups reactions to the unfolding disaster. 

 The course concluded on the fifth day with lectures focusing on 

external assistance and lessons identified from other disasters around 

the world. The final presentation was a keynote address from the 

Ministry of Home Affairs on the development of DM in Nepal. Col Sean 

Harris OBE, DA/Comd BGN gave a closing address highlighting the 

need for effective cooperation between all stakeholders before, during 

and after a disaster.   

 The IDM course certainly gave the students a wealth of useful 

knowledge and perhaps more importantly allowed them to form strong 

relationships with other organisations. 

episode in my life. I enquired everywhere 

about it hoping to be signposted but in the 

end it was futile. All I got was a ‘you’ll be 

able to do the theory part of the test but will 

have to go to the UK to do the practical’. 

This was so not happening and I needed to 

be driving before Dhanraj got deployed and 

I did. After making rounds of few German 

driving schools, I found one with an English-

speaking instructor, who agreed to train 

me. I knew of a few other wives who were 

interested too and therefore trailed them 

along. At the end, five of us managed to 

get the European Driving license. It was a 

well-earned victory in itself, something I shall 

always be proud of!

 Unfortunately, we lost one of our soldiers, 

LCpl Gaj Bahadur Gurung, in Afghanistan and 

it was amazing to see how the whole Gurkha 

community came together to support Late LCpl 

Gurung’s widow. This was a great loss, a loss, 

which we will never recover from.

 On 23 June 2012, the so-called GRC 

3 was officially disbanded from the 1st 

Battalion the Yorkshire Regiment. It was the 

day of the medal parade when Brigadier I. 

A. Rigden, the then Colonel of the Brigade 

of Gurkhas, handed out the medals to our 

brave men and remembered the deceased. 

Our three-year tour had come to an end 

and it was time for yet another posting, yet 

another brand new venture... 

International Disaster Management Course in Nepal 
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Moyamba District 
Ebola Response Centre

The RSM outside the front of the DERC with 
two RSLAF soldiers.

By Maj Dickens and RSM A Evans 

WO1 Evans, RSM 10 QOGLR, and 

Maj Charles Dickens, 2IC Ebola 

Training Academy were tasked 

at short notice to establish a District Ebola 

Response Centre (DERC) in Moyamba, a 

township in the south east of Sierra Leone 

and approximately 90km from Benguema 

Barracks. The Warrant Officer and Major 

recall the experience for Parbate: 

 “On our arrival in Moyamba, after waiting 

some four hours at the township council 

offices, we had the pleasure of meeting the 

President of Sierra Leone, President Ernest 

Bai Koroma. We had a brief introduction and 

then the President delivered his orders to the 

Paramount Chiefs within the district. His main 

effort was the co-ordination and response to 

the Ebola threat within the Moyamba District.  

 Shortly after the orders, we departed to 

find our new home for the next few weeks; 

an old agricultural technical college where the 

conditions were fairly austere with no running 

water - it didn’t take us long to settled in. The 

following day we met up with the Commander 

in Moyamba, who introduced himself as 

Commander Pat, he was a submariner by trade 

and had overall command of the 5 British 

forces personnel in our location. He told us 

what we would be doing and that the idea 

behind the DERC is to have one focal centre 

within the District that co-ordinates the Ebola 

relief effort. Our part in this plan would be to 

establish and run the Moyamba DERC HQ. 

 We were also introduced to our future 

team, which consisted of a number of Royal 

Sierra Leone Armed Forces (RSLAF) Officers and 

NGO personnel, and numbered approximately 

30 in total. It was clear from the start that 

they lacked the ability to co-ordinate the local 

response, and although national processes 

were taking place they were not synchronised. 

However, this was more than made up for with 

their levels of enthusiasm and desire to defeat 

Ebola in their district - all they needed was a 

firm hand on the tiller to steer them in the 

right direction. 

 Maj Dickens and I had previously visited 

the National Ebola Respose Centre (NERC) in 

Freetown to get an understanding of how 

the overall system of DERCs worked. We 

decided to break down the Moyamba district 

into three zones with a two-man RSLAF 

team co-ordinating all functions within each 

zone. These functions included; burial teams, 

surveillance officers, swab teams, quarantine 

capabilities and nutrition, for the area being 

covered. The RSLAF had only had experience 

of working with burial teams while training at 

the NERC in Freetown but after a few days they 

found their feet and put in place a process by 

which they were able to track all cases within 

their zone. 

 After the initial meetings, the next priority 

was securing resources for the DERC. We had 

started off with a room that only contained 

a table and chair; this soon became a fully 

functional Ops room, where the movement 

and tracking of patients could be conducted 

with ease. 

 We also transformed the management 

of all Moyamba’s ambulances. This meant 

working in close conjunction with an NGO 

from World Vision, making sure that there 

was a robust process for disinfection, re-

fuelling and basic vehicle husbandry. We then 

switched our concentration onto ensuring the 

processes and procedures were correct and to 

cementing a team ethos across the centre. This 

was achieved by holding regular meetings led 

by the RSLAF and NGO’s. It ensured that all 

Ebola activity within the Moyamba District was 

co-ordinated and supported by all available 

means and that any constraints and issues 

within the District could be rectified early. This 

team ethos in the centre has been improving 

and flourishing on a daily basis and has been 

reinforced further by all available personnel 

attending a remembrance parade. The RSLAF 

Officers seemed to relish the occasion and were 

extremely proud to take part in remembering 

the fallen and furthering the bonds between 

Sierra Leonean and British colleagues. 

 The DERC in Moyamba has only been 

fully operational for two weeks, however, 

the level of command, control and co-

ordination is improving on a daily basis and 

an increasing number of influential people, 

including some Paramount Chiefs, are 

attending the centre’s meetings. 

 The feed-back we have received so 

far has been extremely positive, and the 

Paramount Chiefs’ involvement in the DERC 

further emphasises its importance, not only 

in Moyamba, but in the collective effort to 

defeat Ebola. 

The RSM and Major Dickens outside the front of 
the NERC with RSLAF soldiers. The RSM showing 
the usual sort of turnout expected from 10 QOGLR.

LCpl Mukesh Rai receiving his Winning Medal 
(Hotelympia 2014) from GOC FTC

Sgt Pasang Sherpa QOGLR Chef, 1RGR and 
Cpl Yam Gurung 10 QOGLR on Makalu Expedition 2014
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In the run up to ANZAC Day 
on 25 April 2015, The Gurkha 
Museum looks at the history 

of the Gurkhas during the 
Gallipoli Campaign. 
 ANZAC Day is celebrated on 25th April 

each year and marks the date when the 

Allied Landings took place in 1915 on the 

Gallipoli Peninsula. The landings were part 

on a campaign to capture the high ground 

overlooking the Dardanelles with a view to 

opening up that seaway to Russia and possibly 

knock Germany’s ally, Turkey out of the First 

World War. ANZAC (Australian and New 

Zealand Army Corps) British troops first landed 

on 25th April.

 The overall commander, General Sir Ian 

Hamilton wanted Gurkhas to be involved and 

telegraphed “I am very anxious, if possible, to 

get a Brigade of Gurkhas” also commenting 

that the type of terrain was where Gurkhas 

were “at their brilliant best”. 1st Battalion 

6th Gurkha Rifles landed ashore on 1st May 

1915, but by now Turkish defences had been 

strengthened after the initial landings and an 

early chance of victory was lost.

 1/6th Gurkhas were soon after given the 

task of capturing a Turkish stronghold on the 

far right of their line. On the night of 12/13th 

May, The Gurkhas launched themselves uphill 

to the Turkish trenches and completely routed 

the enemy. So effective was this action that the 

General Officer Commanding ordered the hill 

feature to be thereafter called “Gurkha Bluff”. 

 Other Gurkha battalions had now 

arrived which included 1/5th Gurkha Rifles 

and 2/10th Gurkha Rifles. 1/6th Gurkhas 

continued the offensive with 1/5th Gurkhas 

but came up against formidable resistance at 

Achi Baba to the far north of the Peninsula. 

Meanwhile 2/10th Gurkhas were scaling cliffs 

previously thought impossible to climb and 

on 28th June 1915 completely surprised and 

defeated the Turks at their objective in the 

battles for Gully Ravine.

 Perhaps the most famous action was that 

involving 1/5th and 1/6th Gurkhas at Sari Bair. 

As part of a new initiative following major 

troop re-enforcements, the Gurkha units of 

29th Indian Brigade made successful advances 

to their objectives but other allied troops were 

held up and 1/5th and 1/6th Gurkhas were 

tasked to assist. In the early morning of 9th 

August 1915 Major Allanson led 1/6th Gurkhas 

up the steep approaches to the top of Sari Bair 

against withering fire. 

 There followed intense hand to hand 

fighting before the Turks fled leaving the 

Gurkhas in command of the hill and the key 

to the Turkish defences. However following 

Turkish counter-attacks and artillery shelling 

1/6th Gurkhas was forced to retire. Due to 

high officer casualties, the Battalion was by 

now under command of the Subedar Major, 

Gambirsing Pun with the assistance of the 

Medical Officer, Captain Phipson.

 Following the failure of these attacks the 

campaign began to stagnate. 1/4th Gurkha 

Rifles had by now arrived from the fighting 

on the Western Front but there being no new 

significant advances it was decided to evacuate 

the Gallipoli Peninsula and the campaign was 

to end in failure. General Hamilton would later 

say “had he been given more Gurkhas in the 

Dardanelles he would never have been held up 

by the Turks”. The evacuation was remarkably 

trouble free but between 25th April 1915 and 

8th January 1916 when the last troops left, the 

allies had suffered 205,000 casualties.

“Gurkhas at their 
Brilliant Best”

25 Apr 2015

100th Anniversary of 
Gallipoli (ANZAC Day) 

Various Parades in UK, 
Australia and New Zealand 
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1. LCpl Top Jung Rai, QGE participated in the Mountain Biking Open Category 
representing the British Army in Nepal and achieved a Silver Medal.

2. Capt Lila and his team from Gurkha Coy Sittang receives Gold Medals from the  
CGS for their absolute great performance during the Cambrian Challenge 14. 

3.  SSgt Jagatram introducing his team to Col BG Col James Robinson on his official 
visit to 248 Gurkha Signal Squadron during Ex STAFFORD.

4. The Opening Ceremony of a Gumba (Buddhist Temple) in Gurkha Company Catterick.

5. GSPS SIPAC students race towards the end during their Stretcher Race. 

6. Col BG handing over a Farewell token to Cpl Anil Thapa on his farewell. 

7. A Gurkha Recruit learns to take cover during the Intro exercise 2 in Catterick.

8.  New Military Attache (MA), Col Pradeep Jung KC, visited the elements of QG 
SIGNALS in Gamecock Barracks, Bramcote on 3 Feb 15.

9. Gurkha Coy Sect Comd explaining Range Cards to the Recruits during Intro Ex 2.

10.  Former RSM 1 RGR (L) WO1 Ganesh Kumar Gurung handing over the post to  
newly appointed RSM (R) WO1 Giriprasad Gurung.

11. Recruit Intake15 group photograph with Maj Gen T R Urch CBE, BGN VIPs and 
Gurkha Company Catterick Staff.

9

10

Photo News

12 Parbate Vol 66 No 6 March 2015



4

87

3

11

Photo News

Parbate Vol 66 No 6 March 2015 13 



Gurkha Coy Catterick 
wins THE PARAS’10 2014 
Senior Male category for 
the third year in a row

By Cpl Rabin Koyee Rai QG Signals

Paras’ 10 is an annual ultimate 

endurance challenge over a 

gruelling ten mile course as either 

individual or team running or tabbing. 

 The event is aimed at fundraising for the 

Parachute Regiment Charity and requires 

entrants to be in military boots, trousers and 

appropriate upper body clothing, carrying 

a 36 lbs load. It is also renowned as the ‘P 

Company Challenge’. The event is conducted 

in three different places in the UK- Catterick, 

Aldershot and Colchester. Thousands of 

participants of varying age groups ranging 

from under nineteen, senior men and women, 

and veterans take up the challenge.   

 Whilst raising money for the Parachute 

Regiment charity, it promotes teamwork, 

physical robustness and competitive spirit 

among the participants by awarding winners 

from different categories with trophies and 

medals. This year, the Gurkha Company 

Catterick (GCC) team has been a defending 

champion by winning the senior male category 

three years running. 

 Cpl Koyee said: “Despite a very high 

degree of commitment from Instructors to 

train 126 recruits of the Recruit Intake 2014, 

preparatory physical training for Paras’ 10 was 

conducted individually and mostly outside 

of normal working hours. Personal training 

was vital to become defending champion; 

therefore, I did my own training every day 

between 0600 and 0830 hrs for more than a 

month. All other winning team members such 

as Section Commanders, Platoon Sergeants 

and support personnel conducted personal 

training in similar ways to ensure GCC won the 

event this year. I sincerely hope that this trend 

of GCC’s winning spirit and success on future 

Paras’ 10 events continues.” 

DG CAP 
Visit to Brunei

SSgt Rajkumar Gurung QG Signals

Maj Gen N A W Pope CBE, Director 

General Capabilities (DG Cap) 

visited Brunei as a VIP Guest 

representing the Chief of the Defence Staff 

on the 11th Closing Ceremony of Brunei 

International Skill At Arms Meet (BISAM) 

which was held on Sat 31 Jan 15 at the 

Gallery 1 Binturan Range, Brunei. 

 After the Closing Ceremony of BISAM 

the Ministry of Defence Brunei organised an 

interaction programme ‘VIP Guests Golf’ but 

General Pope chose to play basketball with 

Brunei Signal Troop instead followed by tipan 

tapans - homemade by the families at BST 

Community Centre. “Golf is an old man game” 

was his final words before he departed for the 

Farewell Dinner held at the Royal Berkshire, 

Jerudong Park & Polo Country Club.

 The next day began with early morning 

kayaking in a manmade lake by the Empire 

Hotel. Although, Pope Saheb was expecting 

slightly more arduous and challenging sea 

conditions, the stale water was also tough 

enough to be a good paddling practice for his 

upcoming 200 km kayak race. 

 After an appetising Chinese Buffet the 

delegation was met by their tour guide of the 

day at the Royal Regalia Museum. An hour 

later they were then transported on to a boat 

to ride through the amazing water village 

(an entire town on stilts.). Finally, the visit 

concluded with a sighting of a rare species; 

proboscis monkey or long-nosed monkey 

followed by a visit to famous Mosque, ‘Masjid 

Omar Ali Saifuddien’ named after the 28th 

Sultan of Brunei. 

 All in all, it was a great honour for BST to 

host the Col of the Regiment after 13 years. 

His last visit to Brunei was as the Commander 

QG SIGNALS in 2002. Jai QG SIGNALS!!!

Prime Minister David Cameron and 

HRH The Sultan of Brunei met at 

Chequers on 16 Feb 15 and signed 

a renewal of the Brunei Agreement for a 

further five years.

 This is a significant milestone for the 

BG which secures the future of the Brunei 

Resident Infantry Battalion (currently 1RGR) 

in the country for the foreseeable future. The 

Garrison in Brunei enables UK Defence to 

retain a permanent presence in South Asia 

whilst also providing an opportunity for British 

Forces to undertake challenging training in 

extreme environments.

 As a consequence of its residency and 

regular training in the jungles of Brunei, the 

Brunei Resident Infantry Battalion (BRIB) 

is the British Army’s de facto Close Country 

Tropical Environment specialists and 

is fully acclimatised.

Prime Minister and Sultan of Brunei 
sign five-year Brunei agreement
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LIBOR grant enables Welfare Pension to be increased

The day of experience at House of Lords debate 
in the Palace of Westminster London
By Capt Prakash Gurung and Capt 

Lokbahadur Gurung, QGOOs

On 24 February 2015 the Queens 

Gurkha Orderly Officers, Capt 

Prakash Gurung (RGR) and 

Capt Lok Bahadur Gurung (QG Signals) 

accompanied Colonel BG to the House 

of Lords to witness a discussion on the 

Gurkhas 200th year anniversary.

 The session started with the voice of 

Baroness Betty Boothroyd (the former Speaker 

of House of Commons 1992-2000) who tabled 

a question to the House of Lords asking what 

Her Majesty’s Government planned to do in 

celebration of the 200th anniversary of Gurkha 

service to the Crown. She requested that they 

acknowledge the service of the Gurkhas to the 

United Kingdom and their relationship with the 

British people. 

 A number of Lords voiced their support of 

the Gurkhas and Parliamentary Under-Secretary 

of State, Ministry of Defence Lord Astor of 

Hever responded: “My Lords, this year we 

mark the bicentenary of Gurkha service to the 

British Crown. Gurkhas hold a special place in 

the hearts of the British people and we will be 

celebrating our close and enduring relationship. 

The Brigade of Gurkhas will be holding many 

events over the year, including a parade and 

a memorial service in Whitehall in April, and 

Gurkha units will conduct public duties in 

London during May.” and he went on to 

agree with Baroness Boothroyd that “Gurkhas 

within the British Army are proof that different 

religious and ethnic groups can work together 

in defence of a set of common values based on 

the mutual trust and respect that has grown 

over the last 200 years and I am immensely 

proud to have served alongside Gurkhas in 

Malaysia and Hong Kong.”

 There were also calls from Lord Rosser 

to ensure a clear and continuing role for the 

Gurkhas in Army 2020 which was echoed 

by Lord King of Bridgwater and Lord Astor, 

quoting Prince Harry who said that “there was 

no safer place than by the side of a Gurkha.” 

The debate left no doubt about their support 

for the Gurkhas. It was a moment of pride to 

be witnessing the positive reflection of the 

Gurkhas in the House of Lords and we are 

grateful for their continued support.

Following the welcome 

announcement in January 

that the Gurkha Welfare 

Trust is to receive a £5 million 

Government grant from 

LIBOR funds, the Trustees 

have agreed to spend it on 

an immediate and significant 

increase to the monthly 

Welfare Pension.

 As of 1 April, the pension will 

be raised from 7,000 Nepalese 

Rupees (NPR) to 8,000 NPR, just 

over £53.00 at today’s exchange 

rate. This 14.5% increase will 

make a considerable difference 

to the quality of life of our 

6,667 Gurkha veterans and their 

dependants. To date, the Trust 

spends £4.5 million annually 

funding the Welfare Pension, 

with our regular donors and 

Sponsors contributing £1.9m. 

The balance comes from our 

general charitable funds. 

 The LIBOR grant provides 

a very welcome increase to 

this financial aid. “The Trustees 

are extremely grateful for this 

welcome support. It will enable a 

timely uplift in the pension during 

the 200th Anniversary of Gurkha 

service.” General Sir Peter Wall 

GCB CBE, Chairman of the Board 

of Trustees

 71 year old veteran Rifleman 

Jhagarsing Rai, ex 7 GR, and his 

twin brother Driver Phaudabir Rai, 

ex-GTR, will both benefit from the 

increase in the Welfare Pension. 

Enlisting in the British Army in 

1961 and 1959 respectively, 

both served in Borneo, Brunei, 

Hong Kong, India, Malaya and 

Singapore. They now both live 

with their children in the Jhapa 

District of East Nepal

GWT appoints new Trustee

We are delighted 

to announce the 

appointment of Major (Retd) 

Krishnabahadur Gurung MVO 

MBE to the Board of Trustees. 

 Krishna was the last ‘Boy 

Soldier’ recruited into the British 

Army, aged only 14 years. After 

completing his basic military 

training, he was stationed in 

Malaysia. He saw active service in 

Desert Storm, the first Gulf War, in 

1990-91, where he was awarded 

an MBE. In 1993, he was awarded 

the coveted position of Queen’s 

Gurkha Orderly Officer. After 32 

years of loyal service, Krishna 

retired to Nepal in 1998.

 There, he joined the Trust’s 

staff, serving as an Area Welfare 

Officer in a remote part of 

Nepal. Later he moved to our 

headquarters in Pokhara where 

he was promoted to Deputy 

Field Director. He worked 

throughout most of the 10-year 

Maoist insurgency, a particularly 

challenging time for our staff in 

Nepal. Although now retired, 

Krishna remains committed to the 

welfare of Gurkha veterans 

in Nepal.
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In conjunction with Gurkha 200, The Gurkha 

Welfare Trust has established a number of new 

corporate partnerships with companies that are 

keen to support its relief work in Nepal. 

 One such company is Khukuri Beer, whose stated 

mission is “to provide authentic premium quality beer to 

beer lovers whilst promoting the Pride, Tradition and Bravery 

of the famous Gurkhas”. Khukuri are giving the GWT a share of the 

profits from every bottle they sell with their unique Gurkha 200 label.

 Ghurka Trading & Design is another of the Trust’s new partners, 

based in America and named for the resilience of the Gurkha soldiers. 

As designers of luxury luggage, they have created a special Gurkha 

200 collection of products with 25% of all sales going to the GWT. The 

Trust’s partners are interested in supporting fundraising events organised 

by units of the Brigade, for example by providing products as raffle or 

auction prizes. For enquiries on getting in touch with Khukuri, Ghurka 

or any of the Trust’s other partners, please contact Piers Lawson at 

pierslawson@gwt.org.uk 

New Corporate Partners for Gurkha Welfare Trust



Attestation parade of RI15 
held on 3 Jan 15 at BGP

By Cpl Subash Gurung

After a successful and competitive year for the personnel 

of Recruit Intake 2014, which passed out without any 

wastage, the Permanent Staff from Gurkha Company 

Catterick (GCC) were again ready to deliver the Pre Infantry Training 

Centre (ITC) induction course for Recruit Intake 2015 (RI15). 

 Before going on RA duty, the team had a training package for 

everyone and a month’s time to make all necessary preparations to 

receive RI15.The efforts were led by Capt Autar Shrestha QG SIGNALS 

and involved 40 staff from Gurkha Company Catterick, many of 

whom were new to the post. The members of RA team departed from 

Manchester International Airport (MIA) in two different chalks. Members 

from the first and second chalks started their duty at British Gurkhas 

Pokhara (BGP) on 13th and 20th Dec 14 respectively.

 The demanding selection process consists of three stages: Initial 

Registration, Regional and Central Selections. After a competitive and 

tough selection on 14 Dec 14, 115 successful recruits were chosen 

from the western selection, to be joined by a further 115 from the 

east. The Potential Recruits (PRs) were then issued with all necessary 

clothing packs and personal kit as well as having their clothing fitted 

and regulation haircuts. After this they were introduced to basic Light 

Infantry Foot Drills to make their Attestation Parade successful before 

launching into a full induction and preparation programme.

 Finally, after two weeks of hard work and Pre ITC Induction training, 

recruits were ready to march with pride during a formal oath taking 

ceremony in front of the Inspecting Officer, Maj Gen T R Urch CBE, as 

well as a number of VIP spectators and their own visiting families.  

This was followed by two days in which recruits could say goodbye to 

friends and family at Pokhara before heading to Kathmandu for a final 

BGN farewell reception and flights to the UK.   

 On 6th and 7th Jan 15, GCC team and T/Rfn landed at Manchester 

International Airport to commence the 39 weeks long Gurkha Combat 

Infantryman Course at ITC Catterick. Jai Gurkha Company!

Recruiting Assistant Duty 
for Recruit Intake 2015

Families’ day for RI15 Western recruits
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by LCpl Reuben Limbu QG Signals

Alpha Troop, 217 Signal Squadron 

from 22 Signal Regiment had the 

opportunity to deploy to Italy 

as part of Exercise ARRCADE FUSION 

between 19th Oct to 23rd Nov with a 

mission was to deliver NATO ARRC ICS to 

Acqui Div HQ.

 Alpha Troop was heavily involved with the 

build up to Ex ARRCADE FUSION 14 in the 

form of Ex ARRCADE WARRIOR and CHARGER 

from early Sept to Mid Oct 14. This period 

provided sufficient testing of equipment, and 

much-needed experience to all troop personnel 

for the smooth running of the Ex in Italy.

 On arrival the team was received by 

some very patiently waiting Italian Warrant 

Officers, who escorted them to their tented 

(air conditioned) accommodation. On the 21st 

Nov, the ISO container arrived and the crypto 

materials were picked up from the embassy. 

The busy build-phase started under the 

guidance of the highly experienced Cpl Dilip 

and Cpl Thaman in the NER with Sgt Debendra 

and Cpl Cameron at the Service Desk. They had 

all the services up and running with no major 

difficulties with time spare to carry out a local 

Staff Readiness Check (SRC) before the arrival 

of OC 217 Signal Squadron, Maj Biggins and 

SSgt Murray to carry out the final SRC. 

 After a week in Italy, the SRC team made 

their way back to the UK on the 31st Oct. 

On the 3rd Nov all Staff Officers arrived in 

the location and the troop was busy issuing 

the user accounts and helping the Officers 

with their IT problems. During this week, a 

presentation was delivered by OC Alpha Troop, 

Capt Kamal Gurung to all Italian Officers, 

reminding them of what the mission was 

and what they could expect from the Troop’s 

services. LCpl Shenton also carried out an 

applications lesson during the Exercise.

 LCpl Reuben said: “It made us all feel 

proud to have Staff Officers walking to our 

location to show their appreciation for the 

extraordinary services (in the words of the 

Italian General in charge) provided during the 

Ex and to say goodbye. The General personally 

shook hands with all Troop Personnel and 

handed us tokens of appreciation. The Ex as a 

whole was a major success and the experience 

and memories of the exercise and the location 

will always be treasured by all.”

By Sgt Padam Korangi

Fri 5 Dec 2014 came to 

mark a historic day in the 

QG SIGNALS history book 

for two significant reasons; the 

reinstatement of QG SIGNALS’ 

RSM post in the UK and the 

Attestation Parade of 13 RGR 

transferees, alongside 21 new 

trainees recently arrived from 

ITC Catterick.

 On a freezing but surprisingly 

dry December day, the whole 

of the QG SIGNALS family, VIPs 

and other spectators gathered in 

Gamecock Barracks, Bramcote to 

witness the parade. The parade 

RSM, WO1 (RSM) Suresh Limbu 

reported the parade commander, 

Capt Hebindra Pun, who then 

waited for the arrival of the 

Colonel of the Regiment. 

 Colonel of the Regiment, 

Maj Gen N A W Pope CBE took 

the salute from the Parade 

Commander and the Parade then 

proceeded with a smart march off 

of the first group of trainees who 

halted alongside the Union Jack 

draped table. Each group of the 

trainees took the oath by placing 

their hands on the Union Jack and 

Regimental Flag in the presence 

of the Colonel of the Regiment, 

Commander QG SIGNALS, Lt 

Col N Stokoe OBE and Gurkha 

Major, Maj Tolbahadur Khamcha. 

In the background, our Punditji 

was reciting the mantras from the 

Bhagavad Gita all throughout the 

swearing of the oath process.

 The day progressed with the 

reinstatement of the first ever QG 

SIGNALS RSM post in the UK after 

the Brigade of Gurkhas moved 

from Hong Kong in 1997. The 

prestigious post went to WO1 

Suresh Limbu who was handed 

the RSM’s stick by the Colonel 

of the Regiment. A proud day 

for WO1 (RSM) Suresh as well as 

the whole of the QG SIGNALS 

Regiment. This year, as per our 

Regimental tradition Colonel of 

the Regiment and the Gurkha 

Major officially commissioned 

Capt Autar Shrestha and Capt 

Kamal Gurung. 

 After the ceremony, the 

Colonel of the Regiment delivered 

his inspirational speech reminding 

us just how significant and 

important the day was for us as 

QG SIGNALS soldiers and families. 

He welcomed all the new trainees 

and RGR transferees into the 

Regiment and congratulated them 

as well. 

 Prior to the lunch in the 

Gymnasium, a group of trainees 

delivered a short but powerful 

presentation, ‘The Road To QG 

SIGNALS’ thanking the training 

staff for the hard work they have 

put up to make their training 

package a real success. The 

Commander QG SIGNALS then 

announced the trade allocation 

results to the trainees. This year 

the allocation was 8, 22, and 

4 for Communications System 

Engineer, Communications 

System Operator and Royal Signal 

Electrician respectively. At the 

beginning of 2015, the trainees 

will go to the Defence School of 

Communications and Information 

(DSCIS) at Blandford for their 

respective trades courses.

 This year’s Attestation and 

Commissioning Parade will hold 

a special place amongst the 

members of the Regiment. The 

reinstatement of the RSM QG 

SIGNALS post after 17 years is 

indeed a significant day in the 

history of the Paltan. We must 

also mention the re-attestation of 

13 RGR transferees into the QG 

SIGNALS family. The kind presence 

and contribution by 2 RGR Pipes 

and Drums alongside the QG 

SIGNALS pipers added extra 

flavour to the parade. Overall the 

parade was a spectacular success 

and a day to remember for the 

participants and the spectators.

Jai QG SIGNALS!

Ex ARRCADE FUSION 14 (Italy) 

A Historical day for QG SIGNALS: 
Intake 2014 and the RGR Transferees Attestation Parade

Col of the Regt and Gurkha Major commissioning 
Capt Kamal Gurung and Capt Autar Shrestha



Three new Gurkha 
Instructors at RMAS

Three soldiers from the 
Brigade of Gurkhas have been 
selected to be Colour Sergeant 

Instructors at the Royal Military 
Academy Sandhurst. Sgt Sanjib 
Rai (2 RGR), Sgt Phurba Tamang (2 

responsible for training Officer Cadets 
attending the Commissioning Course. 
 All members of the Brigade of 
Gurkhas congratulate them and wish 
them success in their new posts.

Sgts Sanjib Rai and Phurba Tamang share their experience 
of being selectedas RMAS Colour Sergeant Instructors

Non Commissioned Officers 

from across the British Forces 

and qualities of the candidates 

were very high. Instructions were 

required to be agile and based on 

adult learning environment. At 

the end of the cadre, the best 30 

were selected to become Colour 

Sergeant Instructors in the RMAS. 

 Professional knowledge, 

instructional ability, intellect, 

character, team work and reaction 

to stress were the key areas to 

focus for success. Being successful 

on the cadre brings another 

challenge for the next two 

years as the commitments and 

responsibilities are incredible.   

 However, CSgt J P Gurung, 

the first Gurkha instructor in 

RMAS has proven that the 

Gurkhas are capable of instructing 

Officer Cadets in RMAS. 

 I encourage our new 

generations to prepare themselves 

and attempt to become an 

instructor in RMAS. This is very 

prestigious and rewarding job 

Sgt Phurba Tamang 2RGR

and the working environment is 

like no other as we will be 

training highly educated and 

intelligent individuals. 

The main assessment 

criterion for the cadre is 

famously known as  

10 Dimensions. 

 These are Command, 

Communication, Professional 

competence, Effective intelligence, 

Leadership, Core Values, Impact, 

Reaction to stress, Determination 

and Teamwork. 

 These dimensions were used 

to grade our performances in 

all aspect of the cadre such as 

teaching practices, lecturettes, 

command tasks, combat estimate 

and fitness tests. 

 The cadre was relentlessly 

tough, challenging and 

demanding as there was a huge 

amount of self induced pressure 

due to the fact that we were 

competing against the best 

SNCOs from various regiments.  

The three-week-long 

gruelling Instructor 

Cadre 2015 started on 

19 Jan 2015 with 60 highly 

trained, professional and 

motivated candidates. 

 We were put under immense 

time pressure throughout the 

cadre and were tested on 

instructional ability in different 

fields (Battlefield Casualty Drills, 

Skill at Arms, Field craft and 

Tactics), Command Tasks, combat 

estimate, orders, navigation 

(theory and practical), military 

knowledge, physical fitness, 

lecturettes and presentations 

on complex topics. There was 

no margin for error as we were 

competing against the best Senior 

Sgt Sanjib Rai 2RGR

 Luckily at the end, three 

Gurkha SNCOs; myself Sgt Phurba 

Tamang (2RGR), Sgt Sanjib Rai 

(2RGR) and Sgt Pandu Tamang 

(QGS) passed the selection and 

we will now be responsible for 

training Officer Cadets attending 

the commissioning courses from 

autumn this year.

 Having passed the selection, 

there now lies an enormous 

responsibility on our shoulders to 

perform at the highest level.    

 We all know for sure that 

the road ahead is full of 

challenges and the expectation 

is high, but we will give our best 

efforts to excel in our jobs and 

be excellent ambassadors for the 

Brigade of Gurkhas.

Maj Gen Lawrence visit to Ex JOINT HORIZON By Capt Rup Gurung QG Signals

Maj Gen Lawrence MBE visited  

Ex JOINT HORIZON personnel at RAF 

St Mawgan on Fri 5 Dec 14 in his capacity 

as Director Joint Warfare. During his visit, 

he met with personnel from 250 Gurkha 

Signal Squadron in EXCON. 

  Following on from the successful 

conclusion of Ex ARRCADE FUSION, members 

of 250 Gurkha Signal Squadron switched  

over to support another key exercise,  

Ex JOINT HORIZON, a PJHQ and Joint Warfare 

led exercise providing CIS and ICS support to 

around 350 staffs in EXCON at  

RAF St Mawgan.

RGR) and Sgt Pandu Tamang (QG 
Signals) passed a grueling cadre 
where, in competition with their 
British counterparts, were selected 
to be instructors. They will start their 
new jobs this summer and will be 
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by Maj Diwan Limbu - OC RD Sqn

Since the announcement of Army 2020 

(A2020) in July 2012, the Army has 

been focussed on reducing its size to 

around 82,000 Regular personnel through 

a combination of measures including four 

tranches of redundancy. A total of 995 

Army personnel were selected for the 

fourth tranche of redundancy (T4). Major 

Diwan Limbu talks to Parbate about ‘the 

road to civvie street.’

 “Within 10 QOGLR, 36 personnel across 

all trades were selected for T4 on 12 June 

2014. This announcement signified the end 

of a significant period of uncertainty for many 

of our people and the beginning of a new 

era where the focus of the Army must focus 

on the retention of those required within the 

A2020 structure. 

 “Regardless of length of service, everyone 

leaves the Army at some point. This can be a 

challenging experience and involves a period 

of adjustment which can trigger a number 

of emotions from exhilaration to pain and 

anxiety. Adjusting to civilian life after a career 

in the Armed Forces can be very difficult, and 

although ex-service personnel are often very 

disciplined, determined and effective team 

players, finding a job can be one of the hardest 

parts of leaving the Service.”

 “Fortunately, an extensive support system 

is made available to help those selected for 

redundancy. Those who volunteered for 

redundancy in T4 will serve up to 6-months 

notice (December 2014) before leaving the 

Army whereas non-applicants will serve up to 

12-months notice (June 2015). Both volunteers 

and non-volunteers can apply to leave earlier 

(Redundancy Early Release), subject to the 

needs of the Army. Those who were selected 

for redundancy are strongly encouraged to 

apply for transfer to other areas of the Army or 

to the other Services.”

“Although career transition information is 

available to all T4 service personnel, it is the 

individual’s responsibility to make the best 

use of the support afforded to them in their 

transition towards employment after 10 

QOGLR. I am pleased to say that in the majority 

of cases, 10 QOGLR T4 personnel are amongst 

the most proactive and motivated individuals 

and I am confident in their successful transition 

to civilian employment over the coming 

months. “ 

The Road to “Civvie” Street

What next for Ex-Regulars?
By Sgt Sarad Thapa, 7 Rifles

I am Sgt Sarad Thapa, ex 1 RGR. I left 

the Regular Army after 22 years of 

exemplary service and I am currently 

serving with 7 Rifles, a Reserve Infantry 

Battalion based in Reading, Berks. The 

Battalion has four companies located in 

Reading, Abingdon, Oxfordshire, Davis 

Street in London and West Ham in East 

London with Platoon locations in Swindon, 

Aylesbury and High Wycombe.

 There are a number of reasons why I joined 

the Army Reserve. First of all, it provides me the 

flexibility to choose the number of days that I 

want to work as a Reservist. Another reason 

for joining is the challenge that comes with 

the Tuesday evening training and on weekend 

exercises. In many aspects it is just like being 

in the Regular Army but the commitment is far 

less which suits me and my family.

 The culture of a Reserve Battalion is 

different from that of a Regular Battalion. 

In the reserves, I get to broaden my social 

horizon and meet and socialise with people 

from all walks of life. Another appeal of 

being in the reserves is you get paid to go on 

Adventure Training, social events and trips 

such as battlefield tours - which broaden 

your experience.

 In addition there are the financial incentives 

for ex-regulars in joining the reserves, this 

equates to £10,000 over four years. Another 

financial incentive is the bounty, which can be 

up to £1,691 (tax free) per annum, provided 

you complete your MATT training and attend 

a two week annual camp. Ex-regulars are not 

obliged to be deployed overseas within the first 

three years of joining. 

 Therefore, if your service with the regular 

army is coming to an end and you have not 

decided what line of civilian work to take up, 

or if you have work organised but still miss the 

excitement of serving - why not join the Army 

Reserve. Ex-Regulars who have left the Army 

within a period of one year are not required to 

complete any further medicals. Join the Army 

Reserve; it is exciting, fun and overall very 

rewarding. For further information please 

contact the 7 RIFLES Regimental Career 

Managing Officer (RCMO) Major (Retd) 

Buddhi Gurung on 01189 530237 or by  

e-mail: 7RIFLES-RCMO@MOD.UK. 

Gurkha 200 Plate now available from The Gurkha Museum
Cost: £29.95 including Postage & Packing within UK. 

Please telephone and ask for P&P quote for overseas orders.

Place your order to The Gurkha Museum who are the 

sole suppliers. Our postal address is: 

The Gurkha Museum, Peninsula Barracks

Romsey Road, Winchester, Hants SO23 8TS

Telephone No. 01962 842832 Option#6 (Reception)

Email: sales@thegurkhamuseum.co.uk 

Website: www.thegurkhamuseum.co.uk 

Cheques and postal orders should be made payable to: GMTC Ltd. 

We also accept payment by credit card (not American Express), 

International Money Orders and Bank Draft in Sterling.
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LCpl Trishna Gurung QG Signals, who has been 
selected for the Army Judo Association 
Elite Player Squad for 2015. 
Photo Courtesy - Soldier Magazine 

PARBATEsport
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LCpl Trishna Gurung selected for 
The AJA Elite Player Squad for 2015

LCpl Trishna Gurung has been 

formally selected for the Army Judo 

Association Elite Player Squad for 

2015. His selection followed the Judo 

trials at Army School of PT, Aldershot 

on 17 Feb 15, and is on behalf of the 

Chairman of Army Judo, Lt Col McDonald. 

 The Army Judo Association Elite Squad 

consists of top 20 players with the skills, 

attitude and potential to compete at National 

Level over the next twelve months. The aim of 

this squad is to develop players through series 

of training camp and seminars to prepare 

them for civilian and military tournaments in 

a bid to gain GB Ranking points and elevate 

their status on the National and in some case 

International circuits.

 LCpl Trishna also won the Gold Medal 

under 66Kg Dan Grade category during the 

Army Judo Championship held at Shrivenham 

Defence Academy in Oct 14. 
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Kendo: Sgt Bishnu Gurung 
shares his passion with Parbate

Sgt Bishnu started Kendo in 2003 and since 

then he has been continuously training beside 

his busy schedules. For those who don’t 

know Kendo is, it means a way of using sword. 

He has represent the Army in many competitions 

including the Inter-Services and International Club 

Championship. These images are from last year 

Inter Service Competition held in HMS Nelson at 

Portsmouth where Army team won the competition. 

The team will go to Japan in July this year for 

further training. 

2 RGR wins the Army Canoe Polo Championship
for the fourth year in a row

By Unit Correspondent

On Friday 6 February 2 RGR successfully defended 

their Army Canoe Polo Championship title for the 

fourth successive year.

 2 RGR entered the only two Corps teams from a single 

unit and both went through to face each other in the final. 

Along the way the A Team beat the Engineers, Signals, 

RLC, AGC and Int Corps to reach the final. Meanwhile 

the B Team did fantastically well in their pool, led by the 

superb Rfn Prashant, they won all but two of their matches 

(which they drew) and after a “sudden death goal” 

won through to the final. 

 A brilliant match followed, with the A team ultimately 

winning through and proving their selection as the top team 

as valid. Rfn Sushil Mishra was named as man of the match.

 The weekend was given over to the Inter-Services 

Championships in which the Army entered two teams. 

One of these was filled by 2 RGR, yet again the only 

Service Team from a single unit and it remained unbeaten 

in all their matches.
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Army Badminton Championships 
2014/2015
By Unit Correspondent 

Over 50 players from across the 

country turned up to the The 

Army Badminton Championships 

2014/2015 - held between 24 - 28 Nov 14 

at 5 RLC Trg Regt, Grantham. The Army 

Cup, Singles, Unit Doubles, Open Doubles 

and Veteran Doubles tournaments were 

contested over five days.

 36 Engr Regt & The Queen’s Gurkha 

Engineers came in with a great reputation, 

having won the Army Cup a staggering nine 

times in the past 12 years since 2002/2003. 

This year the Regt had entered a very 

competitive team to ensure the Army Cup to 

be brought back to home once more having 

lost out in previous years due to operational 

commitments demanding their surrender of the 

title to 10 QOGLR.

 In addition to the Army Cup, LCpl Shakti 

and Spr Kabir managed to win the Unit 

Doubles and runner up in the Open Doubles. 

Cpl Joseph and SSgt Laura were runner up in 

the Mix Doubles.

 The following members participated in 

this year’s Army Badminton Championships 

2014/2015:

36 Engineer Regiment & The Queen’s 

Gurkha Engineer Badminton Team

WO2(SSM) Govinda Rana

SSgt Naresh Limbu

Cpl Joseph Subba

Cpl Chandra Budha Magar

Cpl Jas Rai

LCpl Shakti Gurung

LCpl Amber Mangmu

Spr Kabir Rai
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LEAVING THE ARMY?
Take Ownership of your Transition, Success is  in Your Own Hands

Further info at: GurkhasBde-SO3Transition@mod.uk or 01276 412619

GURKHA EMPLOYMENT FAIR
Providing Gurkha Service  Leavers  and their families with 

the necessary informationand support they need 
as they prepare for transition to civilian life.

Friday 24 April 2015,  1200 - 1600 hrs.

Sir John Moore Barracks, Shorncliffe, Folkestone  KENT, CT20 3HJ

• There will be upto 17 different employers 
from various sectors including the 

 Army Reserve. 

• Excellent opportunities to speak with 
prospective employers and secure job 

 for the future.

• 2 RGR Open Day with various fun activities 
for the families & children.

Career Transition Partnership

Army Reserve

Local Authority

Gurkha Welfare Advice Centre

HQ Bde of Gurkhas


