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The Gurkhas -  
200 Years of Service 
to the Crown 
 
Containing over 200 images, 
this is the complete visual 
history of Britain's Gurkhas and 
the mystique that surrounds 
them. From the earliest days to 
modern operations in 
Afghanistan and sections on hill 
racing, the Kukri and bagpipes 
this is the official 
commemorative book of the 
bicentenary.   
 
Order your copy today from the 
Gurkha Museum in support of 
the Gurkha Welfare Trust 
 
The Gurkha Museum 
01962 842832 
www.thegurkhamuseum.co.uk 
 
All royalties support  
The Gurkha Welfare Trust 
 
 

Front Cover - General Sir Peter Wall GCB CBE DL, Colonel Commandant of the Brigade of Gurkhas taking salute from the 
combined contingent of the Brigade of Gurkhas at the Gurkha Statue Rededication Service. 

Front Cover - General Sir Peter Wall GCB CBE DL, Colonel Commandant of the Brigade of Gurkhas 
taking salute from the combined contingent of the Brigade of Gurkhas at the Gurkha Statue Rededication Service.
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The Band of the Brigade of Gurkhas 
marches through the Horse Guards 

Parade Square during the Gurkha 
Memorial Rededication Service

Captain Jon Armstrong and 
Corporal Arjun Limbu have set off 
on the first leg of their epic 
100-day circumnavigation 
of Ellesmere Island
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The world watches 
as the Brigade of Gurkhas 
march down The Mall

The world’s media watched as 200 

Gurkhas marched from Wellington 

Barracks, along The Mall to the 

Gurkha Statue in Whitehall on 30 April in 

celebration of 200 years of loyal Gurkha 

service to the British Crown.

 Over 2,000 people lined the streets 

as four contingents from the Brigade of 

Gurkhas, accompanied by the Brigade’s 

Band, the massed Pipes and Drums and 

The Queen’s Truncheon, marched from 

Wellington Barracks passing Buckingham 

Palace, along The Mall, across Horse 

Guards to the Gurkha Memorial Statue in 

Whitehall. They were watched by millions 

on television as national broadcasters 

followed the event, and a news helicopter 

streamed live images from overhead. 
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 On arrival there was an inspection taken 

by General Sir Peter Wall GCB CBE, Colonel 

Commandant The Brigade of Gurkhas and 

former Chief of the General Staff.

 A memorial service then took place, 

which started with a words honouring for the 

victims of the Nepal disaster from Lieutenant 

General Sir David Bill KCB and the Brigade’s 

Pundit, Lama and Chaplain. This was 

followed by the unveiling and the dedication 

of updated campaign and unit plaques on 

the statue for recent operations and new 

Gurkha units since the original Gurkha Statue 

was unveiled in 1997. This was carried out by 

the most senior Gurkha officer, Field Marshall 

Chapple GCB CBE and the most junior 

Gurkha soldier in the Brigade.

Wreaths were laid at the Statue to 

commemorate all who have served in The 

Brigade of Gurkhas and given their lives, 

while Mrs Pyarimaya Gurung, wife of the 

current Queen’s Gurkha Orderly Officer, 

Captain Lokbahadur Gurung, laid a wreath 

for the victims of the Nepal Earthquake.

 The ceremonial event was the first of a 

number of high-profile functions the Brigade 

will host to commemorate 200 years of 

Gurkha service to the Crown. 

 Notably this includes Public Duties, 

which  started on 4 May, where Gurkha 

units are providing guards at Buckingham 

Palace, St James’ Palace and the Tower 

of London throughout May. This will be 

followed by a spectacular Pageant due to 

be held at the Royal Hospital Chelsea on 8 

and 9 June.
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HRH The Prince of Wales, 
Colonel in Chief Royal Gurkha Rifles

Words of support 
for the victims 
of the earthquake
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We are here today to re-dedicate our Gurkha Statue as 

we commemorate and remember with pride 200 years 

of Gurkha Service to the British Crown. But first it is 

surely appropriate that we pause for a moment to consider the 

impact of the unfolding tragedy following Saturday’s 7.5 Richter 

scale earthquake and the more than 100 aftershocks that have 

hit Nepal. 

 We know already that thousands have lost their lives many more 

have been wounded, and millions of Nepalese are now directly affected 

in a country not well placed to withstand such natural disasters. We have 

seen images of the levels of destruction in Kathmandu and Bhaktapur 

and know that much of the infrastructure in an area centred on the 

Kathmandu Valley, Gorkha and Lamjung has been destroyed or very 

badly damaged.

 The immediate international response to this tragedy has been 

heartening as has been the remarkable generosity of the British Public 

which has seen millions of pounds donated within hours. Our own 

government has pledged significant funds, and has already deployed 

critical assets including as you will have seen a party of our own soldiers 

from the Brigade bringing their particular skills to help the country of 

their birth. 

 Clearly it will take more time to determine the full extent of the 

human cost of this disaster and a good deal more time to restore 

the situation. The immediate needs over and above the search and 

rescue task seem to be: medical, food, shelter, water and sanitation. 

Our own charitable arm, the Gurkha Welfare Trust has launched an 

earthquake appeal as well as committing itself to a £2M contingency 

fund to be spent where it is most needed across communities. 

 Our Trust is particularly well placed with its well established network 

of Welfare Centres to provide a focused and timely response and, I know, 

warmly welcomes your support.

On behalf of the Gurkha family 

everywhere please accept our 

deepest condolences for the 

tragic consequences of this terrible 

earthquake and its ongoing aftershocks.

 We have seen the immense damage in 

Kathmandu on our television screens, but 

we can only imagine the impact in the hills, 

on our retired Gurkha community, and on 

dependants of the serving Brigade.

Sir David Bill KCB 
Speech at the Gurkha Statue Rededication

 I know that British Gurkhas Nepal, Gurkha 

Welfare Scheme and Headquarters Brigade 

of Gurkhas will be doing everything possible 

to cope with the immediate emergency, to 

comprehend the extent of the damage to 

peoples’ lives, and to keep us all informed.

 We in the Brigade and in The Gurkha 

Welfare Trust stand ready to do whatever we 

need to once the situation becomes clearer.

 Meanwhile the people of Nepal are in the 

forefront of our thoughts and prayers.

2 RGR holding a Vigil in 
Shorncliffe Temple for victims 
of Nepal Earthquake

General Sir Peter Wall GCB CBE DL 
Colonel Commandant of the Brigade of Gurkhas
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By LCpl Shandesh Sherchan

14 soldiers from Gurkha Wing Mandalay together with 

Platoon Commanders Division Students, Instructors 

and Staff made their journey to Kenya on EX GRIM 

WARRIOR to teach and test all the students in the rough and 

tough terrains. GWM’s main aim was to support them by 

providing enemies and Mortars/ Gun fires in the live ranges. The 

exercise was divided into three phases where Jungle Phase was 

the first one.

 Jungle phase was conducted between 5 - 11 April. The team was 

set up in Gauthar Training Area. Different enemy camps, lanes were 

established for ambushes and contact drills in different areas before 

students arrived. Apart from command and leadership, the students 

were taught navigational skills, contact drills, ambushes, harbour 

drills, jungle tactics and basic skills. Weather was also a big challenge 

for students. GWM played the role of enemy forces and also taught 

different Jungle tactics to the students. Various survival stands including 

chopping goats and chickens, cooking foods, health and hygiene and 

different jungle skills were put up as a display for the students.

 The next phase was Dry Phase which was conducted between 

13 - 19 April. After a day recovery from Jungle phase, everyone made 

their way to Almalju Training area which is about 60 km southwest 

away from LAB. The terrain was rough with bushes and thorns 

everywhere. On the other side the weather was much hotter than in 

the jungle and mainly also some danger of animals causing harm. 

The team was divided into three separate groups of four during 

platoon attacks and it was a big challenge to go to the enemy positions 

in the night time with lions roaring and elephants making the noise.

 The final phase was Live Firing which was conducted between 

20 - 23 April. The terrain was same as the Dry Phase. GWM played 

their role as safety supervisors and sentries at the main gates. After 

the final dawn attack, everyone headed back to the camp and sorted 

their admin. The final three days covered Rest and Recuperation (RNR). 

The students were taken to Shaba Lodge near the training area whilst 

all the staff had their time to visit the town in Nanyuki and also spend 

some time enjoying the hot weather with a BBQ. Finally, everyone 

arrived at Brize Norton Airport on 27 March and then drove safely back 

to Brecon the same day. 

Gurkha Wing
Mandalay (GWM) 
on EX GRIM WARRIOR

Ex BLUE FREEFALL

G200 launched
 at Army HQ

By WO2 Khadak Chhetri GSPS

Ex BLUE FREEFALL 15 

was an AGC Formation 

Skydiving team training 

exercise that took place over 

the period 20 - 27 Mar 15 at 

Skydive Spain Drop Zone in 

Seville, Spain. 

 WO2 Khadak Chhetri 

GSPS, a member of the AGC 

Sports Parachute Association 

was training with the team in 

preparation for the forthcoming 

Armed Forces Parachute 

Championships 2015 being held 

in Netheravon in Aug 15.
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G200 launched
 at Army HQ

The Brigade of Gurkhas hosted a 

Gurkha 200 launch for senior Army 

officials at the Army HQ in Andover on 6 

March 2015.

 The event started with a lecture delivered 

by renowned Gurkha historian, writer and 

broadcaster Gordon Corrigan and was 

followed by a delicious curry prepared by the 

Gurkha Chefs from QOGLR. Various Senior 

Officers and dignitaries attended the event, 

and proceeds from the meal and donations 

from attendees went towards the Gurkha 

Welfare Trust. The Everest Expedition Team 

were also present to talk about their attempt 

to scale the world’s highest mountain for 

Gurkha 200.

The Brigade of Gurkhas and the 

Gurkha Welfare Trust launched 

Gurkha 200 to the national media 

at the Army and Navy Club on 9 Apr 15.

 Members of the press including major 

national broadcasters and broadsheets, saw 

the presentation of five Gurkha VCs, courtesy 

of the Gurkha Museum in Winchester.

 The event started with an introduction by 

the Commandant of the Brigade of Gurkhas, 

General Sir Peter Wall GCB CBE followed 

by a briefing on Gurkha history by historian 

Gordon Corrigan. Colonel of the Brigade of 

Gurkhas, James Robinson then spoke about 

the current state of the Brigade and what 

is being done to celebrate Gurkha 200.  

 The Director of the Gurkha Welfare Trust, 

William Shuttlewood OBE, then gave a brief 

update about the GWT’s bi-centenary appeal 

followed by a Q&A and individual interviews.

 Some outstanding coverage was received 

including an article in the Telegraph and 

pieces on the BBC and ITV

National media witness Gurkha 200 launch
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2015 Pay Review

The following points summarise the 

2015 Pay Award. 

The recommendations made by the AFPRB have 

been accepted in full by the Government.

The 2015 Pay Award came into effect on 1 Apr 

15, therefore changes will be seen on the Apr pay 

statement and in Apr’s pay (due in banks 30 Apr).

Basic Pay

1% increase to all base Military salaries.The AFPRB 

was constrained this year by the Government 

imposed pay restraint which limited the public 

sector to an average pay rise of 1% for all ranks.

LSA

1% increase to all levels of LSA (and other 

compensatory allowances e.g. Unpleasant 

Living Allowances 

Level 1 - 280 days

Subsequent increments every 180 days.

You can check how many LSA days you have 

accrued on your payslip (bottom right corner).

Recruitment and Retention Pay

All rates of RRP will increase by 1% except:

No change - RRP (Mountain Leaders), RRP 

(Aero medical & Escort Duty) and RRP (Parachute 

Jumping Instructor)

RRP (SF/SR) - see AFPRB document for full 

details as there are numerous changes aimed at 

supporting retention of the most experienced 

members of the Special Forces.

RRP (Nursing) rate for Registered Nurse (Adult) 

will half in value from 1 Apr 15 and will cease 

1 Apr 16.

Basis of payment of the RRP (Nursing) rate to 

specialist Nurses at OF4 rank will change from 

CCB to NCB with effect 1 Apr 15.

Medical and Dental Officers

The AFPRB will publish its supplementary report on 

Medical and Dental Officers later in the year.

Armed Forces Pension 
Scheme 2015 - Key Points 

Service Family Accommodation Charges

All SFA (Grade 1-4) rent increase of 2.8%.

Furniture hire for furnished SFA increase of 2.8%

Water & Sewerage charges increase between 0.8-

0.9% (new rates £408.80-£438 per year).

Garage (standard) increase by 3p / day

Carport (standard) increase by 1p / day

No increase to sub-standard garages/carports.

Single Living Accommodation Charges

SLA rent will increase based on grade  

of accommodation:

Grade 1 - 2.8% increase

Grade 2 - 1.9% increase

Grade 3 - 0.9% increase

Grade 4 - No increase

Water charge for SLA remains unchanged 

(£138.70 per year).

Food Charges

PAYD Core Meal Charge increases by 7p/day to 

the new daily rate of £4.89 ($10.17).

Changes to food charges are calculated by 

reviewing the average cost to the MOD food 

supply contract.

Daily Food Charge (DFC) has also increased by 

7p to £4.79. Only applicable when staying in 

DFC units.

Individual Leave Allowance (ILA)

All military personnel will receive 40 days Individual 

Leave Allowance for the 2015/16 Leave Year instead 

of the normal 38 days allocation. This is because 

Easter 2016 falls in March 16, therefore Good 

Friday and Easter Monday has been credited to the 

2015/16 leave year entitlement; this will mean that 

the 2016/17 Leave Year will consist of 36 days. All 

personnel should plan accordingly and ensure that 

they have two days ILA left for Easter 2016.

All are reminded that leave must be applied for on 

JPA prior to the first day absent. If you fail to do 

this you are technically AWOL. POC CHRS

Summary

Overall, SP will be better off from these 

changes. Worked numerical examples are 

included in the ABN.

• Introduced from 1 April 2015. 

• Remains a defined benefit (a guaranteed level 

of pension) but is now a Career Average Re-

valued Earnings (CARE) scheme (as opposed to a 

scheme linked to representative pay in final rank 

(AFPS 75) or a Final Salary Scheme (AFPS 05)). 

• One scheme for all, including Reservists. 

• No employee contributions, with no plans to 

introduce contributions in the future. AFPS 15 is 

the last remaining major public service scheme 

to be non-contributory.

• The Normal Pension Age has moved to age 60 

(under previous Regular schemes the Normal 

Pension Age is 55). 

• The Deferred Pension Age is linked to the 

individual’s State Accrued Rights DINs -Pension 

Age (SPA) (see gov.uk link). 

• Early Departure Payment (EDP) threshold of 20 

yrs service and age 40 (20/40). 

• AFPS 15 has a pension accrual rate of 1/47th. 

(AFPS 75 has an uneven accrual rate; AFPS 05 

has an accrual rate; AFPS 05 has an accural rate 

of 1/70th).

• Pensions in payment and deferred benefits to 

be increased by Consumer Prices Index (CPI) - 

consistent with current scheme rules.

• The option to convert pension income into a 

tax free lump sum at a transfer rate of 1:12, up 

to Her Majesty’s Revenue and Customs (HMRC) 

limits (consistent with current scheme rules).

• Abatement will not take place in the new scheme 

(although abatement rules for benefits accrued 

under the current schemes will continue). 

• Pension benefits accrued by members up to 

the point of transition to the new scheme are 

protected; members will be able to draw those 

benefits exactly when they had expected to. 

• Annual Benefit Statement - issued to all on DOB 

(shows what is earned to date, does not project 

what will be paid DBS POC on retirement/

termination).

• Most personnel will automatically transfer to 

AFPS 15, less those with Transitional Protection.

Summary of Armed Forces 
Pay Review Board 2015

GURKHA PENSION SCHEME - 2015 AWARD

1. The existing rates of Gurkha Retirement Pension, Gurkha Service Pension, Gurkha 

Disability Pension and Gurkha Family Pension have been revised with effect from 

1 April 2015. The current rates, which are based on Indian Army pensions, but 

incorporate a welfare related cash uplift to take account of the benefits in kind 

provided to Indian Army ex-servicemen, have received a 2015 pension increment of 

7% to take account of cost of living increases in Nepal. In line with existing policy 

the increase is based on the Rastra Bank figure for inflation in Nepal. The increase 

also applies to Dearness Allowance which is used in calculating Indian Army Pay for 

gratuity purposes. 

2. Pension Credits to Individual Accounts - The new rates of pension will be applied 

to the Far East and Nepal Administration System for the pensions run for April 2015. 

Pensioners paid in cash at the Pension Paying Offices will have the new rates due 

available from 1 May 2015. Banking pensioners will have their accounts credited by 

the end of April 2015, although this may be later depending on location and the 

bank used. Payments in cash from Area Welfare Centres will be made in May/June 

2015 according to the programme published by Headquarters British Gurkhas Nepal.

3. The new Gurkha Pension Scheme rates can be accessed via 

 www.gurkhabde.com/gurkha-pension-scheme-2015-award/
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 Maj Chandrabahadur also 

got a chance to pay his respect 

and interact with the Gurkha 

Veterans who fought during the 

Burma Campaign. 

 They were warmly welcomed 

by the WWII Gurkha Veterans at 

the Gurkha Temple in Pyuim Oo 

Lwin Village which was followed 

by a visit to the Garrison Church 

(10 GR Altar). 

By Maj Chandrabahadur Pun  

GM 1RGR

Gurkha Major 1 RGR, 

Maj Chandrabahdur 

Pun visited Myanmar, 

Burma representing the 

Brigade of Gurkhas together 

with Lord Slim and Lt Col Chris 

Warren on the occasion of the 

70th Anniversary of the Fall of 

Mandalay on 20 Mar 15.

 Maj Chandra Pun said - “It 

was truly a great experience 

for us to visit such a prestigious 

event at the Mandalay Hill. 

Moreover, being able do this 

alongside of His Excellency The 

British Ambassador Mr Andrew 

Patrick and Lord Slim made it 

even more meaningful. Lord 

Slim’s leadership has managed 

to fully captivate and inspire me, 

with his unbeatable motivation 

and remarkable memory which 

shows how big his contribution 

was to the Army”.    

 Lord Slim, who commanded 

a company from 1/6th Gurkha 

Rifles at the Battle of Mandalay 

said that he is fiercely proud of 

his service with the Brigade.It was 

a great honour for the Gurkha 

Major to stand on the Mandalay 

Hill, 70 years after the day of 

the battle with such an iconic 

man who was there at the time 

fighting alongside the Gurkhas, 

and to be able to hear his version 

of the events that he witnessed. The contrast between then and now, 
Mandalay Hill and Mandalay Road”

The Redundancy Tranche 4 

notification was announced on  

12 Jun 14. All Applicant Redundees 

have already left the Army before 11 Dec 

14 and all the non-applicants will have 

either left the service or transferred across 

to the wider Army before 11 Jun 15.

 An employment fair was organised on  

24 Apr 15 in Shorncliffe together with the  

2 RGR Open Day to support the non-

applicants who were selected for redundancy.

 More than 20 prospective employers/

companies were there to publicise their 

company to the interested soldiers including 

retired Gurkhas. 

 More than 60 soldiers came to seek their 

next employment opportunities. For further 

info, please see - www.gurkhabde.com/

career-transition

Tranche 4 Redundee 
Gurkhas seeking 
next employment 
opportunities

The Brigade’s contribution to victory in Burma 
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By LCpl Milan Rai QG Signals

On 22 Jan 15, all BCGC 

personnel assembled in 

Semaphore Arms, Blandford 

Camp to bid farewell to CO 

11 (RSS) Sig Regt, Lt Col M 

Brookes and the Gurkha 

Focus, QM BGSU, Lt Col N 

Coatsworth MBE. 

 It was a privilege to have 

the presence of the Gurkha 

Major QG SIGNALS, Maj 

Tolbahadur Khamcha and WO1 

(RSM) Sureshkumar Limbu at 

the function despite their busy 

schedule. Before the dinner, 

Senior Gurkha Captain (SGC), 

Capt Shankar Gurung made an 

announcement to congratulate 

GM Saheb Maj Tolbahadur 

Khamcha and Staff Sergeant 

Jayaprakash Rai on receiving 

the Chief of the General 

Staff’s Commendation and 

the Commander Land Force’s 

Commendation respectively.

 During the dinner, typical 

Gurkha Curry prepared by 

Cpl Deepak Gurung was the 

main highlight and was nicely 

complemented by a highly 

entertaining musical show by 

Phase 2 Trainees lead by Sgt 

Shyam Lama. After the dinner, 

Capt Shankar expressed a few 

kind words of gratitude and 

appreciation to both CO and the 

Gurkha Focus for their remarkable 

leadership and support towards 

the BCGC during their tenure.   

 Both guests were presented 

with ‘Kothimara Khukuri’ by 

Gurkha Major Saheb, who also 

echoed his gratitude and wished 

them good luck for their future. 

 Lt Col Brookes thanked the 

BCGC for organising a farewell 

function for him and QM BGSU. 

He spoke about his duty trek in 

Nepal with Sgt Saindra Chemjong 

in 2014 and the fund that he 

raised for the development of one 

of the primary school in Myagdi 

district. He regretted not having 

the opportunity to work with 

the Gurkhas in his earlier Army 

Career. Lt Col Coatsworth MBE 

mentioned that he was honoured 

to be associated with the Gurkhas, 

and with the QG SIGNALS in 

particular. The function concluded 

with Khusi Ko Naach where CO 

Saheb and Gurkha Focus Saheb 

demonstrated their typical Nepali 

style dance steps which were 

never seen before.

and kids including the 10 km, half marathon 

and full marathon. 

 This year the event was led by Corporal 

Samir Rai GSPS, the marathon allowed us 

to develop physical fitness and test the 

participants’ physical and mental limits. 

 One and half months training 

programme was put up so that everyone 

could get good timings. All the participants 

left no stones unturned during the training 

sessions and stuck on to it every time. 

Everyone dressed in Regiment mufti, we set 

out our journey from Tuker Lines on Bus to 

Bandar Seri Begawan Airport on 5 Dec 14. 

By Sgt Bharat Ghale

Based at the Infantry 

Training Centre in 

Catterick Garrison, the 

Learning Development Wing 

(LDW) provides language 

training to soldiers serving with 

the Brigade of Gurkhas. The 

bespoke courses delivered by 

the LDW equip Brigade officers 

and soldiers with either the 

Nepali or English language 

skills that they require in their 

field army units. 

 The Wing provides a well-

resourced learning environment 

in which the students’ confidence 

Singapore Marathon 2014

By Pte Yojan Gurung GSPS

Altogether 14 officers and soldiers 

of Brunei Garrison participated in 

the Singapore Marathon 2014. 

 It is organised every year in Singapore 

comprising of several running events for adults 

 Eventually, the main day arrived and the 

run was about to kick off. With our race 

number tagged in our vests, we went to the 

starting point. Thousands of participants were 

getting ready in the starting line. All of us were 

excited to start the race. It was cold morning in 

Singapore where everyone was warming up.

 We started the race at 0500 hrs in the 

morning. All of us completed it under 5 hours. 

It was my first experience of a marathon. 

Though my legs were in agony at the end of 

the marathon, I enjoyed it to the utmost. It was 

a good opportunity for all the participants to 

visit Singapore as well.

The LDW also undertakes 

educational assessments during 

the annual Gurkha recruit 

selection process in Nepal.

The course dates for training 

year 15/16 for Nepali Language 

Course are as below:

and skills can be developed.  

Study with the Wing is focused 

not only on improving students’ 

career prospects, but also seeks to 

develop their understanding of the 

respective British or Nepali culture 

into which they have moved. The 

courses on offer include:

Recruit English Program  

- an eight week course for 

Gurkha recruits.

Introductory, Basic and Survival 

Nepali Language Courses 

- courses for British military 

personnel varying between one 

and ten weeks in length.

Basic Nepali Language Course 

(ITC Catterick):  

13 - 31 Jul 15 & 11 - 29 Jan 16

Survival Nepali Language 

Course (Pokhara, Nepal):  

7 Sep - 13 Nov 15 & 

15 Feb - 22 Apr 16

For course bidding - Please contact Chief Clerk (LDW) - Ext 94731 2595

Learning Development Wing (formerly known as Gurkha Language Wing)

Farewell to Commanding Officer 
11 (RSS) Sig Regt and 
Gurkha Focus Blandford Camp 
Gurkha Community (BCGC)
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The toughest Cadre in RGR 
 Junior Leadership Cadre (JLC)

Sgt Dhiraj Gurung 1 RGR gives his 

insight on the latest six week long 

JLC which started in Nov 14. 

 The Cadre was divided into three phases. 

Phase 1 started in Tuker Lines where 61 

candidates were divided into two platoons. 

The first week was spent concentrating 

on initial interviews with their Platoon 

Commanders, Capt Babindra Gurung and 

Lt Charlie Diamond together with other 

mandatory briefings, Entry Level tests and 

Command Leadership and Management 

(CLM) based lessons. It started hard and fast 

and the students were regularly kept busy 

from early morning until late night.

 After the first week they were moved 

to Sittang Camp near Tutong, where they 

stayed and operated for the remainder of 

the cadre. The tempo remained hard and 

the students had to cope with no watches 

and watching tedious videos during the 

early hours followed by question papers.

 During the Second Week it was all about 

development and assessment of individual 

skills and team work. They were tested 

with physical fitness tests, various individual 

assessments, tactical decision making and 

problem solving games to inspire creativity 

and team bonding amongst the potential 

junior leaders. They were also taught 

and assessed on their leadership qualities 

through a patrol and commanders exercise 

inside a jungle in a training area. This was 

also the first time that the instructors had 

the chance to look at their students’ field 

craft and basic soldiering skills. Although 

some struggled at first but by the end there 

was a noticeable improvement on all levels. 

This also allowed the training officer, Captain 

A Rose, and his team to identify and rectify 

any problems for the final exercise.

 Phase 2 was all about teaching new 

skills and finally testing them. The students 

had to learn to conduct various weapon 

and field craft lessons, the running of battle 

exercises and most importantly learn the 

role of a section commander and section 

second in command (2IC) in all phases of 

war. Apart from these, they also had many 

team competitions like log races and stretcher 

races but out of all of these the Commanding 

Officer’s surprise was the most memorable. 

It was a team race that was a combination 

of a log race and Battle PT on the beaches 

of Tutong which most of the candidates will 

remember for the rest of their life.

 Final Phase consisted of the final exercise 

for over ten days consisting of both live firing 

and blank firing training in various terrains. The 

exercise was designed to be challenging not 

only physically but also mentally and ranged 

from Jungle Operations and fighting in built up 

areas. On return from final exercise the cadre 

was almost over. 

  The Top three students were Rifleman 

Homendra Budha, Belbahadur Gurung and 

Umesh Malla, who were selected to be 

promoted to LCpl with immediate effect. 

Rfn Diwash Khadka achieved the Course 

Instructor’s Best Student Award.

Top Student LCpl Homendra Budha shares 

his experience about the JLC Cadre

 During the first phase we learned about 

maintaining the British Army’s values and 

standards along with Gurkha Kaida. As soon 

as we reached Sittang Camp, every day was 

full of surprises. This helped us developed a 

flexible and sustainable work ethic. 

 As the time passed, we could feel that 

we were becoming proper soldiers and most 

importantly, potential JNCOs. We felt proud 

of ourselves after finishing the final exercise. 

It was really interesting and there was a smile 

on everyone’s faces after a long course.  

 At the end everyone felt proud to have 

completed this challenging JLC 2014.
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Ex KELP FIRE 15

Carlos to Stanley via Goose Green in combat 

boots,PCS carrying emergency

rations/equipments.

 Team Everest started the challenge on 

Thu 02 Apr at 0200 hrs in the morning.  

The weather was challenging, however these 

8 men and the support team faced and 

completed the challenge.

 A few other Charity programmes were 

subsequently being held to raise money for 

the designated charities. A Charity Dinner 

night was held in the Mount Pleasant 

Complex (MPC) on 4 April where senior 

officers and dignitaries were also invited.  

On the same day, SSgt Hurren and Sgt 

Buckley organised a Wax Off challenge in 

the gym and a Charity Film - “Who will be a 

Gurkha” was also shown at SSVC.

 Their aim is to raise at least £3000. Do 

visit their face book page - “G200 Falkland 

Challenge” and help them reach their target 

by donating on their Just Giving page: 

https://www.justgiving.com/LalRana 

Whilst on EX KELP FIRE two 

teams from Queen’s Gurkha 

Engineers, named Everest 

and Invicta, both consisting of 4 men 

each took part in the gruelling 200 km 

Falkland Challenge to raise money for 

the Gurkha Welfare Trust, Falkland 

Federation and Community Action Nepal.

 The two teams covered 100km each with 

the total distance of 200km from Port San 

The 200 KM Falkland Challenge

By LCpl Dharmendra Dewan

69 Field Squadron from 36 Engineer 

Regiment deployed to the 

Falkland Island on Exercise KELP FIRE in 

Jan 15. After a quick initial package the 

soldiers were deployed on task site to 

get started. 

 As G Troop, we were on the Sub-Aqua 

Club task. This was a repair to the interior of an 

ISO container store, providing electrical power 

and lighting to the ISO container as well as 

repairing the roof of the Port-a-Cabin office.

 Every day seems to be more challenging 

because, the weather in the Falkland Islands 

is so unpredictable. Most of the time it is 

too windy that the tents that are put up gets 

nearly blown. Despite the challenging weather 

the troops have worked hard and nearly 

finished the task ahead of schedule.  

 The last task to be completed was the 

roof of the Port-a-Cabin office and this was 

due to the late arrival of stores from the UK. 

On the other hand everyone seems to enjoy 

the facilities available at Mount Pleasant 

Camp. The food in the mess is very good, the 

big gym is equipped with all sorts of training 

facilities and the cinema provides a good 

service. There is even a small bowling alley 

which seems to be very entertaining. 

 The Troops’ priority is to finish the task 

on site but for morale and to motivate the 

members of the troop, there is an OC’S 

Challenge every weekend. The last event was 

a 5-a-Side Indoor Football competition. After 

winning all their pool games G Troop and the 

CSC went through to the finals. 

 After an incredibly competitive battle for 

20 minutes both teams managed to score 6 

goals each and the game went to a penalty 

shoot out. G Troop scored every single penalty 

and their goalkeeper, Spr Krishna, managed 

to save the last penalty and won the OC’s 

Football Challenge. It is hard work on site but 

the progress that we are making is good, and 

there are opportunities to relax as well.



The Gurkha Welfare Trust Updates on two new Area Welfare Centres 
and the first Anniversary of their Residential Home in Dharan

The Gurkha Museum provides a short insight 
of the Gurkhas involvement in the Falkland War

When Argentinean troops 

invaded the Falkland 

Islands on 2 April 1982 the 

British Government, after the 

initial shock, were quick to 

react and assembled a Naval 

Task Force which set sail on  

5 April with elements of  

3 Commando Brigade.

 At this time 1st Battalion 

7th Duke of Edinburgh’s Own 

Gurkha Rifles was the UK Gurkha 

Battalion and part of 5 Infantry 

Brigade. They were tasked for 

Operation Corporate, the retaking 

of the Falklands. By the 12th May 

most pre deployment training 

had been carried out and 1/7th 

Gurkhas embarked with four 

members of 541 Troop, Queens 

Gurkha Signals in the liner Queen 

Elizabeth 2 at Southampton. 

On the way south the training 

continued on new and technically 

advanced equipment to be used in 

the coming conflict. 

 By 21 May, as the QE2 neared 

the Ascension Islands, British 

forces of 3rd Commando Brigade 

had already begun landing at San 

Carlos Bay. Here followed 1/7th 

Gurkhas who landed on 1 June 

having previously transferred to 

the P&O Ferry Norland. 

 Once ashore they occupied 

Goose Green. This occupation also 

included the area of Lafonia to 

the south in East Falkland. Goose 

Green had been the scene of a 

previous battle to capture it from 

the Argentineans. It was during 

that action the 2PARA CO, Lt 

Col “H” Jones, was awarded a 

posthumous Victoria Cross. With 

5 Infantry Brigade’s movement 

east, 1/7th Gurkhas moved 

forward towards Port Stanley.

 During the final battles on 

the mountains surrounding Port 

Stanley, 1/7th Gurkhas were 

to take Mount William. During 

a 24 hour delay in the attack, 

heavy Argentine artillery fire 

caused several injuries amongst 

the Gurkhas. When the attack 

commenced on 14 June, it 

was in broad daylight and, to 

the disappointment of 1/7th 

Gurkhas, the Argentines almost 

immediately began to head for 

the Scots Guards nearby and 

surrender in large numbers. The 

Gurkhas fearsome reputation 

had caused panic in the enemy 

when they realised who were 

advancing towards them. All 

Argentine forces on the Falklands 

surrendered later that day

 Sadly for the battalion,  

LCpl Budhaprasad Limbu was 

to be killed on 24 June in an 

ordnance explosion whilst 

filling in enemy trenches near 

Goose Green, ten days after the 

Argentine surrender.

 Returning to the UK on the SS 

Uganda, 1/7th Gurkhas marched 

through Fleet in Hampshire on  

9 August, ninety days after they 

had left Southampton on the QE2. 

 After deploying to the 

Falklands in 1982 as part of the 

rehabilitation force, 69 Squadron 

The Queen’s Gurkha Engineers 

were again serving there this year, 

33 years on.

The GWT is pleased to announce the 

opening of two new Area Welfare 

Centres in Jiri and Myagdi, bringing their 

number of AWCs to 22, including one in 

Darjeeling, India.

 Previously used as Patrol Bases, AWCs 

Jiri and Myagdi are now permanently 

manned, enabling their staff to provide more 

dedicated support to the Gurkha veterans 

and their families living in these regions. 

234 Gurkha veterans and their families are 

round-the-clock care to ensure the Gurkha 

veterans and widows are as comfortable as 

possible. There is also a full activity programme 

in place, including trips to local markets, group 

exercise, board games, religious worship, 

health education and, everyone’s firm favourite, 

singing and dancing!

 The care provided in the Trust’s two Homes 

is only possible through the generous support 

of so many people, to whom the GWT Director 

extends his sincerest thanks.

supported by AWC Myagdi; 98 are cared for 

by the staff at Jiri.

 On 21 March last year The Rambahadur 

Limbu VC Home was officially opened. 

The Home was resplendent, decorated in 

tora (traditional Nepalese bunting) and the 

thousands of messages of support sent in by 

the supporters.

 One year on, the Home is fully occupied. 

Its 26 residents are aged from 75 – 96 and 

are all “very active, very cheerful and very 

happy to live here” Thanks to some additional 

donations, the Home purchased adjoining 

land which is being turned into a garden and 

allotment for the residents to us. Fencing, 

lighting, sprinklers and a shaded area have 

already been added and the planting of 

flowers, fruits and vegetables is planned for the 

coming months.

 A dedicated team of 13 staff, including 1 

nurse and 5 medical care assistants, provide 
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1. 2 RGR organised a Temple Service to wish the Arctic 
Gurkha Team the very best for their Expedition

2. HRH Princess Anne visited the Hindu temple at 
Bramcote during her visit to the 250 Gurkha  
Signal Squadron

3.  Outgoing RSM 2 RGR, Capt Krishna Loksam handing 
over to incoming RSM, WO1 Nawalkiran Yakha

4. 1 RGR Families from British Forces Brunei handing 
over a cheque of  B$2000.00 for the RGR Trust

5. Trainee Riflemen from Recruit Intake 15 in action 
during Tactical Exercise 1 Section Attack

6. Outgoing 250 Gurkha Signal Sqn SSM, WO2 
Gyanendra Rai handing over to incoming SSM,  
WO2 Indrabahadur Thapa

7. LCpl Dilkumar Tamang has attended SCBC & 
MGSC and achieved Distinction and Top Student 
respectively

8.  Redundancy Tranche 4 Gurkhas at the Employment 
Fair during the 2 RGR Open Day on 24 Apr 13

9. The Band of the Brigade of Gurkhas playing in 
front of the crowd in Basantapur in Nepal as part 
of UK Defence Engagement 

10.  OC Gurkha Coy briefing Brigadier David Madden 
(Comdt School of Infantry) during Tactical Ex 1

11. Ex Gurkha Sgt Bhimsen Bishwakarma has been 
awarded The Commandant Commendation for 
his outstanding efforts and contribution to the 
Commando Training Centre Royal Marines

12. EX BICENNETIAL CHALLENGE - Soldiers from 
British Gurkhas Nepal raise money for GWT by 
cycling through all the Area Welfare Centres in 
Nepal on the occasion of Gurkha 200

13. QG Signals practicing for the Public Duties 
Training in Shorncliffe together with all other 
Regiments from the Brigade of Gurkhas

14.  The Band of the Brigade of Gurkhas with the 
writer of the famous Harry Potter books,  
J K Rowling, after the combined Mess party in 
British Gurkhas Nepal

Photo News

16 PARBATE Vol 67 No 1 May 2015



4

87

3

11

13

12

14

Photo News

PARBATE Vol 67 No 1 May 2015 17 



ANZAC Day

1 RGR together with soldiers 

from the Garrison Support 

Troops celebrated the 100th 

Anniversary of the Gallipoli 

Day in front of the Guard 

Room, Tuker Lines on Fri 24 

Apr 15. Everyone lined up in 

the morning to commemorate 

this significance battle honour 

and wreaths were laid down to 

remember all those who gave 

their lives during this battle. 

Gallipoli Day 
Celebration 
in Brunei

2Lt Emily Leyshon from 1 RGR shares 

her great experience of the Anzac Day 

celebration in Australia

A Coy, 1 RGR deployed to Wide 

Bay Training Area in Australia on 

Exercise Pacific Kukri on 19 April 

15. During the RSOI phase, the company 

was fortunate enough to be invited to 

take part in the ANZAC Day centenary 

commemorations across the area. 

 On the 25 Apr, over 100 Gurkhas 

attended the Dawn Service marked by 

gunfire and then later marched through the 

city of Brisbane alongside their Australian 

counterparts. Over 3,000 troops in total took 

part in front of crowds of over 50,000 people 

who lined the streets to watch the parade.  

 The Governor of Queensland took the 

salute and actually stepped down to meet 

the Gurkhas as we marched past. The parade 

gained national media coverage.

 A Coy Group were also represented 

at commemorations in towns close to the 

training area, and attended the Dawn 

Services at Tin Can Bay and Rainbow Beach 

where the local population were incredibly 

supportive and welcoming. After marching 

through the town of Rainbow Beach, we 

were the guests of honour at two separate 

lunch events and invited to give speeches on 

the history of the Gurkhas the significance of 

Gallipoli as one of our main battle honours. 

 We felt honoured and privileged to take 

part in these commemorations, and to be so 

welcomed by the people of Australia as we 

joined with them in paying our respects.

Gallipoli Day celebration 
in Australia 

Soldiers from 2 RGR 
took part in the 
Memorial Parade in London 
commemorating 100th 
Anniversary of Gallipoli 
Rfn Jayan Jyoti Rai

12 members from 2 RGR, under 

command of Capt Rorie Evans, 

joined a parade in London to 

commemorate the 100th Anniversary of 

Gallipoli. They stayed at Pirbright barracks 

and had a couple of practices of heavy drill 

for two day before heading to Wellington 

Barracks for the main rehearsal. They 

marched through Parliament Square and 

stopped at The Cenotaph. 

 Military personnel from different countries 

took part in the memorial parade. A large 

crowd watched as servicemen and women 

joined military veterans at the Cenotaph. 

 HRH Her Majesty the Queen took part 

in the two minute silence before laying a 

wreath at The Cenotaph. Various tribute 

songs were heard, led by the massed bands 

drawn from some of the countries that took 

part in Gallipoli campaign. 
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On 25 Mar 15,  

‘B’ Company from 

the 2nd Battalion the 

Royal Gurkha Rifles celebrated 

their Company’s battle 

honour, the ‘Gallipoli’ day.

 The Remembrance Parade 

started at 1400 hrs with the 

attendance of all company 

members and their families 

including the Pundit, Piper and 

the Bugler. The Battalion 2IC 

joined the parade and attend the 

Wreath Ceremony.

  Initially the Pundit read to 

remember the fallen heroes in 

the Gallipoli Campaign. Then 

Rfn Sanjib Rai gave a detailed 

presentation, which was especially 

for the families and to the new 

soldiers to let them know what 

happened in the Campaign. B 

Coy OC, 2IC and the Battalion 2IC 

Saheb then offered the wreath to 

the battle honour statues in front 

of the Guardroom. 

 The Company then marched 

off after completion of the 

ceremony. Around 1500 hrs all 

the members of the Coy and 

the families assembled at the 

football pitch. The RSM, RCMO, 

Bn 2IC, GM and former B Coy 

members were invited as guests. 

The starter dishes were full of 

homemade Nepali dishes made 

by the families, which couldn’t be 

more delicious.  

 The NCO’s conducted various 

games for the family walas, 

which was nearly like a test for 

them. Farewell programmes 

were followed by after sports. 

Congratulating program was held 

by 2IC Saheb and OC Saheb for 

the ex members of the coy and 

the promotees. The main course 

started simultaneously with 

dancing and live music performed 

by the soldiers to entertain and to 

show their talents.

 Another Gallipoli day was 

successfully celebrated with 

coordination of CQMS B Coy 

and support of all the ICs and 

the presence of the families.

Jai B (Gallipoli) Company 

2 RGR based in Shorncliffe celebrated B Company’s Battle Honour- The Gallipoli

Above: Comd BFB, Col BG and GM 1RGR (From left to right) marking the 100th 
Anniversary of Gallipoli in Singapore

Top Left: Col BG laying wreath at the Memorial in Singapore on the 100th anniversary 
of ANZAC Day

Left: 1 RGR based Gurkhas represented the Brigade at Anzac Day in New Zealand 
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Nepal celebrated 200 years of Gurkha Service 

between 25 - 30 March 15 with three 

separate Durbar Bhelas and a reception at 

the British Embassy in Kathmandu.

 The events started with a reception at the Kathmandu 

Embassy attended by 400 members of the Brigade, its 

associations and senior officers. This was followed by a 

large GBA Durbar in the Tundikhel in Kathmandu where 

representatives of all the antecedent regiments as well as 

the Gurkha Contingent Singapore Police were present. The 

Nepalese Army provided the 21 cannon salute, surprising 

the attending crowds with the overwhelming noise.

 An impressive concentration involving the Band of the 

Brigade of Gurkhas and the Nepalese Army Band had been 

planned for the afternoon of the Bhela, but the weather 

intervened with torrential rain and hail causing the stadium 

based spectacular to sadly be cancelled.

 Later in the week Pokhara played host to the 

members of 2GR while Dharan was the site for the 7GR 

reunion. Both events saw over 3,000 guests attending 

to catch up with old colleagues and comrades. Various 

members of each regiment were recognised, including 

the long standing services of Lt Col JP Cross OBE.

G200 Nepal Celebration - 
200 Years of history celebrated in 
Kathmandu, Pokhara and Dharan
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The Brigade of Gurkhas Bhela in Nepalese Army Club, Kathmandu on 26 Mar 15
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The 2 GR Sirmoor Durbar Bhela in Pokhara and 7 GR Durbar Bhela in Dharan
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by Cpl Sunil Gurung

It was the fourth time in history that 

Gurkha Band obtained the opportunity 

to do the Nepal tour. This tour was more 

exciting and special than the previous 

tours as this year is the 200th anniversary 

of Gurkha Service to the Crown, which 

marks a significant achievement. To record 

this remarkable milestone, the Band, 

the Pipes and Drums from the Brigade 

of Gurkhas performed in the series of 

celebrations throughout India and Nepal.

 The Band travelled to New Delhi in India 

on 23 Feb 15. Our first engagement took 

place at Sunken Garden at the British High 

Commission, where we performed a static 

concert followed by a marching display. 

On the 26 Feb, the Band performed in the 

residence of the British High Commissioner, Sir 

James Bevan KCMG to celebrate the birthday 

of Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II. Col BG, Col 

James Robinson also attended the occasion.

 On the 2nd Mar, we took a flight to the 

home of the Gurkhas, Nepal. Our first music 

workshop and combined rehearsal for the 

concert was with Nepal Army Band (NA) 

from the 3 - 6 Mar, which was held at Singha 

Durbar and the evening concert at the Army 

Officers Club in Bhadrakali.

 The overall training and combined 

rehearsals were designed the same for all the 

bands we worked with. The next band was 

Nepal Police Band (NP). On the 13th of March, 

both bands worked together for four days 

and performed a concert at the Nepal Police 

Academy, Maharajgunj.

 The last band was the Armed Police Force 

band (APF) at Halchowk, where we practiced 

for four days and performed a combined 

concert on the 19th of March at the Officer’s 

Club. It was another successful four days tour 

with APF. 

 During this tour, the band also managed 

to play for children of the British school 

at Jawalakhel in Lalitpur and a joint public 

concert with NA band at Basantapur. 

Also, the Quintet group and the Hill Boys 

performed through the dinner nights on 

various occasions. One of such event was 

‘Combined Mess Ball’ which was held at 

Hyatt hotel and the event was attended by 

Joanne Rowling, the author of Harry Porter. 

 As part of the Gurkhas 200th celebration 

in Nepal, a Bhela, organized by the Regimental 

Association Nepal representatives, took place at 

the Army Officers Club with our ex servicemen. 

Joint Tattoo programme by the Gurkha Band, 

the pipes and drums, Nepal Army, Nepal Police, 

Armed Police Force and Indian Gurkha Army 

band was organized at Dasharath Rangasala 

to conclude the bhela. There were 779 

musicians involved. However, due to the bad 

weather, only the fanfare was performed 

which was composed for this event by Captain 

Basudev Gurung. 

 The band travelled to Pokhara on 

the last week of the tour to celebrate the 

Sirmoor Durbar. On the 28th of March, G200 

Celebration, Bicentenary Medal Parade and 

2nd KEO Gurkha Rifles took place at the British 

Gurkha, Pokhara. The band played their part 

by providing musical support throughout the 

day. The ex servicemen and their wives truly 

enjoyed the after lunch entertainment music 

performed by the band and the pipes and 

drums. To conclude the Sirmoor Durbar, joint 

tattoo was performed by the Band of the 

Brigade of Gurkhas, pipes and drums, Nepal 

Army band and the dancers at Naya Bazar. The 

last engagement was a public concert held at 

the Gurkha museum in Pokhara.

 This tour was a huge achievement for the 

Band of the Brigade of Gurkhas and Pipes and 

Drums being able to perform in a variety of 

places. We are lucky to have been given this 

opportunity and it will be one of the most 

memorable experience. We hope we will be 

able to continue doing further tours like this 

in the near future memorable experience. We 

hope we will be able to continue doing further 

tours like this in the near future.

The Band of the Brigade of Gurkhas 
tours Nepal and India for MOD 
Defence Engagement 2015
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Captain Jon Armstrong and Corporal 

Arjun Limbu have set off on the 

first leg of their epic 100-day 

circumnavigation of Ellesmere Island.

 The fearless pair arrived at Grise Fiord 

courtesy of the Canadian Air Force who had 

shipped them and their equipment from 

Resolute to the Island’s largest settlement 

on its southernmost coast. Capt Armstrong 

tweeted about his arrival and seemed excited 

to be setting off: “First tweet from the 

Arctic!! Arjun and I made good progress today 

as we set off from GF. Seven miles in just over 

three hours. Stunning scenery!”

 From Grise Fiord the duo hope to reach 

the Alert weather station, where they will 

pick up their kayaks, in around 40 days 

time by walking through treacherous icy 

conditions. We will follow their progress with 

Google Map posts as they take a clockwise 

route reaching the hazardous Nares Straits 

when the Arctic temperatures are at their 

highest, hopefully ensuring a safer passage 

through the Straits. At this point the journey 

can slow to the team being able to cover just 

one mile a day.

 The 1500 mile distance will be covered 

primarily by kayak but with varied terrain and 

unpredictable climactic conditions, the team 

also will be required to ski, and climb, dragging 

fully loaded kayaks behind them in an attempt 

to complete a challenge which only one team 

has successfully completed before.

 Ellesmere Island is located in the remote 

Canadian Arctic. It is the world’s 10th largest 

island and has a population of just 147 

people. It is one of the last stretches of land 

before the North Pole and its coastline is 

continually changing with shifts in climate 

and environmental conditions. 

Arctic Gurkha Pair
set off an Epic Voyage
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FA Cup Final - 30 May 2015
Another spectacular event this year marking 

the 200th Anniversary of the Gurkha Service is 

the FA Cup Final. The Band of the Brigade of 

Gurkhas will play the National Anthem at the 

final in Wembley Stadium on 30 May 15.

Gurkha Contingent Public Duties 
(4 May - 29 May 2015)

The 
Gurkha 200 
Pageant
09 June 2015

The Brigade of Gurkhas is 

performing public duties 

throughout May, providing the 

guard at Buckingham Palace, St. James’ 

Palace and the Tower of London. Each of 

the four Gurkha units will take a week’s 

duties in turn between 4 May until 29 

May 15. RGR are the first of the Gurkha 

contingents performing the duties. 

Each of the other cap badges will also take 

their turn during May in the following dates:

4-9 May RGR

11-16 May QGE 

18-23 May QG Signals

25-29 May QOGLR

 More stories and pictures from the public duties 

will be published in the next edition of Parbate.

The highlight of this year’s events 

will be an evening of celebration 

in the grounds of the Royal 

Hospital Chelsea, London on Tuesday 9th 

June 2015.

 Organised by and in aid of The Gurkha 

Welfare Trust, this spectacular open-air 

Pageant will chronicle 200 years of Gurkha 

service. The story of the Gurkha soldier will 

be told with narration by Joanna Lumley and 

Dan Snow, battle re-enactments and musical 

performances by the popular Band of the 

Brigade of Gurkhas. The event will include 

performances by hundreds of serving Gurkhas 

and their families.

 In recognition of the Gurkhas’ loyal service 

to the Crown, the Pageant will be attended by 

HM The Queen and the Duke of Edinburgh.

The Gurkha Welfare Trust’s Patron, HRH The 

Prince of Wales, will also join the celebrations 

along with his son Prince Harry, who served 

with the 1st Battalion The Royal Gurkha Rifles 

in Afghanistan and will be reunited with some 

of his former brothers in arms.

Date - Tue 9th June 2015 at 1800

Venue - The Royal Hospital Chelsea,

  London, SW3 4SR

For further details go to www.gurkhabde.

com or www.gurkha200.co.uk 
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By Kalpana Rai

Renowned for diverse natural 

resources, culture, language, 

rituals, Nepal is also rich in Art 

and Architecture. Change in geographic 

condition, climate, culture, lifestyle, 

technology have significant influence on 

the building and it’s architecture. Thus, 

different region of the country have their 

own particular architecture built to address 

local need in local climate using available 

resources and technology which is termed 

as vernacular architecture.

 Pahadhe Ghar (house in the hills) as the 

name suggests is found in the hilly region 

of Nepal. I spent my early childhood in this 

Pahade Ghar where my grandparents still live. 

Although I am living very far from the place 

its charm still remains with me. My intention 

behind writing this article is to bring attention 

to the richness behind the architecture of these 

house. Focus of the analysis is to study how 

integrated the building and it’s spaces is with 

the context of the place.

 The geography of Nepal is divided in three 

main category moving from south to north, the 

Terai (flat plain/lands), the hills and the high 

mountains (Himalayas). Altitude of the hilly 

reason is between 700-3000 meters. Blessed 

with warm temperate climate, it is warm in 

summer and moderately cold in winter. Spring 

and Autumn is green and beautiful in this 

area. The monsoon is a boon to this place as 

it means sufficient water for growing rain-

depended crops. Network of water channels 

are built for irrigating and cultivating rice 

which is considered a valuable commodity. 

People living here are hard working - the 

terraces created for farming is a proof of 

man taming nature to suit his needs.

 The pahade ghar under study is the 

home of Kirati (indigenous people of country) 

family in Khotang. This region includes diverse 

people with different caste, language and 

rituals with major population consisting of 

Rai. Hindu religion is prevalent. Although 

Kirati’s are ancestor and nature worshippers 

they harmoniously exist with Hindu culture 

and rejoice in different festivals. Shamans or 

dhami is like a priest whose presence is vital for 

different pooja, rituals and to ward off evil. 

 The village is a typical Agrarian society 

and lifestyle usually revolves around working 

in field, looking after cattle, collecting woods 

and fodder, going to market to buy or sell 

produce and so on. Life is shaped by the time 

of planting and harvesting crops as they are 

the busy period. Harvest time is a celebration. 

Udhauli and Ubhauli festival of the Kirati 

people is a celebration offering gratitude 

to nature for bountiful harvest. Agricultural 

season is more quite in Poush, Magh, Falgun 

and Chaitra marking it as off-season. This time 

makes it suitable for construction of houses as 

more labours will be readily available. 

 Barter system (exchange of goods or 

services for other goods or services without the 

exchange of money) is prevalent. Poorer people 

seek local landlord or well to do family for 

work and in exchange they are provided with 

food and crops.

 These houses are built in the southern 

slope of these hills for sunlight. Constructed in 

the flattened terrace the house is the nucleus 

to other many elements near it. In front of the 

house is aangan or courtyard around which 

is kitchen garden or bari (non-irrigated land). 

Within a few minutes distance is goth (cattle 

shed) and pigsty. Well to do householder 

build a dhiki (mill) which can be used by their 

neighbours. Not too far is public kuwa (fresh 

water spring). In recent times communal tap is 

also constructed. A public pathway is adjacent 

or very near to the house.

 The houses are typically rectangular in 

form and two storey with slope roof. Usually 

single house known as Mul Ghar is built. 

As the family size increases or the financial 

status improves subsidiary house known as 

Matan is added.

Aangan

More or less square open space in-front 

of the Mul Ghar or courtyard like space 

between Mul Ghar and Matan.

Sikuwa - veranda

Semi-indoor space in the ground floor which 

is a transition area before entering inside the 

house. It is the public living room of the house 

open to outdoor yet sheltered from elements 

of weather like hot summer sun or heavy 

monsoon rain.

Inside the Mul Ghar 

The main door is accessed from Sikuwa. It 

opens into open living/dining area which is 

turned into sleeping area during the night 

time. On the opposite side is Kitchen which 

is serviced by a side door. It opens out into 

washing and cleaning area. Wooden staircase 

provides access to the first floor where grains 

and harvest are stored. This floor is also used as 

sleeping area.

 It is evident that the Pahade Ghar is the 

physical expression of the pahade society’s 

social, economic, cultural, technological, 

material and the climatic condition. Evolved 

through years of optimization by generations it 

a perfect complement to its context.

An insight into a rural life in Nepal
Pahade Ghar - A Hilly Village House
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Gurkha 200 Plate now available from The Gurkha Museum
Cost: £29.95 including Postage & Packing within UK. 

Please telephone and ask for P&P quote for overseas orders.

Place your order to The Gurkha Museum who are the 

sole suppliers. Our postal address is: 

The Gurkha Museum, Peninsula Barracks

Romsey Road, Winchester, Hants SO23 8TS

Telephone No. 01962 842832 Option#6 (Reception)

Email: sales@thegurkhamuseum.co.uk 

Website: www.thegurkhamuseum.co.uk 

Cheques and postal orders should be made payable to: GMTC Ltd. 

We also accept payment by credit card (not American Express), 

International Money Orders and Bank Draft in Sterling.

Gurkha Company Sittang (RMAS) 

organised a trip to the famous 

Wembley stadium; known for its 

prominent events and concerts that takes 

place followed by a visit to the most 

monumental Hindu Temple in the UK, 

called ‘The Shree Sanatan Hindu Mandir’.

 Getting accustomed to the busy lifestyle in 

the UK has always been a slight challenge for 

the Gurkha ladies, especially when finding time 

for one another. However, with this program it 

enabled them to simply take a break, catch up 

with each other and enjoy the outdoors.

 The visit to The Sanatan Mandir was a 

spiritual experience for the ladies, as most 

of them are Hindu. The clean surrounding 

and the silence enhanced the tranquility and 

the beauty of the temple itself. The ladies 

felt really content and were pleased to have 

visited this place, considering how rare it is to 

find a Hindu temple in the UK.

 The ladies also had the chance to 

explore the Wembley Stadium for the first 

time, where they had the opportunity to 

explore the stadium itself, the conference 

room, player’s changing room and many 

more attractions. A lot of pictures were 

also taken next to the main ‘Trophy Cup’, 

which was one of the focal attractions in 

the Wembley Stadium. After the trip had 

ended, a full report was also broadcast live 

to BFBS via (Phone-in) about the trip. 

 The ladies would like to thank Capt 

Lila Ram Rai and Gurkha Coy Sittang for 

organising this memorable trip, it was very 

sociable and entertaining, hopefully more 

trips and programs will continue to come 

forth for the ladies in RMA Sandhurst.

Gurkha Company Sandhurst 
ladies trip to The Shree Sanatan Hindu Mandir



Commonwealth Memorial Gates Service

The Commonwealth Memorial Gates Service, held on 9 Mar 15 

at Hyde Park Corner, was dedicated to the people of Africa, 

the Caribbean and the five regions of the Indian subcontinent 

(Bangladesh, India, Nepal, Pakistan and Sri Lanka) who served in 

the British Armed Forces during the two World Wars.

 Delegates from Headquarters Brigade of Gurkhas attended 

the ceremony, including Colonel Brigade of Gurkhas, Colonel J G 

Robinson and the two Queen’s Gurkha Orderly Officers, Captain 

Prakash Gurung and Captain Lok Bahadur Gurung. Other notable 

attendees included the former Prime Minister Sir John Major, Field 

Marshall Sir John Chapel and representatives from Commonwealth 

countries including the Deputy Ambassador and Defence Attaché 

of Nepal.

 The Service was very memorable with a welcome speech from The Rt 

Hon The Baroness Flather, Patron of the Memorial Gates. The Rt Hon Eric 

Pickles MP, Secretary of State for Communities and Local Government, 

Field Marshal The Lord Guthrie of Craigiebank and The Rt Hon and Rt 

Revd Dr Richard Chartres, Bishop of London also delivered speeches. 

The service was focused on the engagement at Neuve Chapelle in 1915 

and the 70th Anniversary of VJ Day. This was followed by the Last Post 

and laying of the Wreaths. Colonel Brigade of Gurkhas laid a wreath on 

behalf of all ranks of The Brigade of Gurkhas in memory of those who 

volunteered from Nepal to serve in the Gurkhas.

 The event was an excellent dedication to all ranks from Africa, the 

Caribbean and Indian subcontinent who served in the British Armed 

Forces in the World Wars.

By LCpl Gyanendra Rai QG Signals

22 Signal Regiment is part of the key 

support element for Headquarters 

Allied Rapid Reaction Corps (HQ ARRC) 

which is a highly capable multinational, 

NATO operational headquarters, fully 

ready for rapid deployment worldwide 

within five to thirty days, with dedicated 

and integrated support to sustain and 

protect the headquarters once deployed.

 In readiness for 248 Gurkha Signal 

Squadron’s commitments to HQ ARRC, 

EX KHUKURI HOPTON 15/02 was held in 

Nessliff Training Area from the 23 - 27 Mar 

15. It was planned and coordinated by SSgt 

Jagatram Rai and it gave us the opportunity 

to refresh and renew our military skills that is 

required of us as professional soldiers on top 

of our respective tradesman capabilities. 

 The week long battle camp was also a 

great platform for the junior soldiers who 

were expecting to do their SCLM, JCLM or 

PNCO in the coming days to practice their 

roles as a Section Commander or 2IC.  

They were required to plan and deliver orders 

with the aid of models and most importantly, 

command their section as a leader.

 Going back to our roots in Catterick, all 

our military skills were tested as we tabbed 

out to our harbour location, conducted 

the many various patrols and carried out 

the section attacks on different ground 

terrains. We were held liable for our own 

field admin and discipline. Since the top 

field soldier was on the line, everybody 

performed exceptionally well and displayed 

total professionalism and aggression as the 

directing staffs applauded us with positive 

comments all throughout the exercise. 

 On the final day, the inter-section 

completion was held where all our military 

skills were challenged. The competition 

comprised of Command Task, Military 

IQ, CBRN, Section Attack and the long 

endurance testing Stretcher Race. All three 

sections performed beyond the Directing 

Staff’s expectations and the Squadron 

OC, Maj Smith was very pleased with the 

effort that everyone had put in. As with all 

competitions, our section won the overall 

Best Section award and the top field soldier 

was awarded to Sig Yogesh Gurung.

 Overall, Ex KHUKURI HOPTON 15/02 

provided us with the golden opportunity 

to refresh and renew our military skills 

with respect to the revised SOPs of modern 

warfare. Much credits are also owed to 

the directing staffs and section mentors 

who based this exercise as a learning and 

refreshing platform without any pressure and 

providing us guidance where required.

Annual military CT2 Exercise - KHUKURI HOPTON 15/02
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The Gurkha Brigade Association 
Facebook page

• Biren Kams - Well done 1 RGR

• Jean Low - Congrats from Maidstone

• Sumen Rai - Thulo Syabash 

• Kishor Rai - Well done to 1 RGR for securing the title  

 for the 4th consecutive year

• Richard Limbu - Proud to be a Gurkha

• Johhny Beta - It was like watching Gurkha   

 Brigades Volleyball match instead of Army Volleyball  

 Championship. Well done Gurkhas!!

SPORT
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Gurkha Units dominate 
at Army Volleyball 
Championship

The annual Army Volleyball Championship was held 

on Wednesday 15 April in Aldershot with both 

finalists being two major Gurkha Units, 1 RGR and 

2 RGR. It was a very strong showing by units from across 

the Brigade, with all four semi-finalist teams from Gurkha 

units. Queens Gurkha Engineers were beaten by 2 RGR in 

the semi-finals and 1 RGR entered the finals after beating 

Gurkha Wing Mandalay.

 A closely fought match between 1 RGR and 2 RGR resulted 

in a two continuous sets win for 1 RGR, making them the Army 

Volleyball Champions for fourth consecutive year.



Royal Engineers 
Badminton 

Championship 2015

By Unit Correspondent 

The Army Martial Arts Association 

organised a Martial Arts Competition 

on the 20th Anniversary of its origin. 

 A  team from 2 RGR took part in the 

competition on 21 Mar 15 in Windsor. The  

team was led by Cpl Baljit Limbu who had 

made a huge contribution to the unit in terms 

of training and admin.  

 They had a wonderful time with soldiers 

from different regiments across the Army. They 

were not only praised for their Taekwondo art 

but also for the rich Gurkha history.

 2 RGR successfully achieved six medals 

including two gold, a silver and three 

bronze medals. Even though, it was a 

new experience for most of the soldiers 

participating but nevertheless  they had good 

results. The competition was followed by a 

delicious dinner party  for the participants, 

senior personnel and the professionals. 

 The team has been practicing regularly 

now for future competitions and some even 

believe that they can make it to the Army 

Taekwondo team one day and play for the 

British Army. 

By Cpl Joseph Subba QGE

Players from 1RSME, 36 Engr Regt, 39 Engr Regt, 22 Engr 

Regt,26 Engr Regt, 24 CDO Engr Regt and0 101 Engr 

Regt(EOD) participated in this competitive event. The Corps 

of Royal Engineers (RE) Badminton Championship this year was 

organised under the supervision of RE Badminton Secretary 

Maj. Dev Gurung MVO from 20  – 22 Jan 15 at 36 Engr Regt, 

Maidstone, Kent.    

 The ‘Unit Champion’ and ‘Veteran Doubles’ events were played on 

the first day. The ‘Unit Champion’ is a team event where the players from 

different units compete with each other and the remaining two days 

comprised of Open Singles, Open Doubles, Unit Doubles and Singles 

Plate. Six players from each unit participated in the Unit Champion. All 

the matches played were tough and 39 Engr Regt and 36 Engr Regt 

reached the final. 36 Engr Regt became the unit champions under the 

captainship of Cpl Joseph Subba and 39 Engr Regt were the runners up. 

Only 4 teams qualified for the Veteran Doubles. SSgt Tanka Angbohang 

of 22 Engr Regt and SSI (PT) Rastra Rai of 1 RSME won the veterans 

doubles  after a competitive match against SSgt Kriti Rai and WO2 

Govinda Rana.

 The second day was extremely busy with all the remaining matches. 

The final day was full of exciting and competitive final matches. The 

Unit Doubles winners were Cpl Joseph and Cpl Jas from 36 Engr Regt 

and the runners up were Spr Oates and Rastra Rai from 1 RSME. Open 

Doubles went to a decider match. Cpl Jas and Wilkinson were the 

winners and Cpl Joseph and Garthwite were the runners up. Both the 

Singles and the Singles plate were intense matches. Cpl Joseph Subba 

was the runner up and Spr Oates was the Overall Singles Winner. On 

the Plate side, SSgt Tanka was the runner up and Spr Sabin Lawati was 

the Singles Plate winner. 

 Hon. Secretary Maj Dev Gurung MVO did the honour by giving 

away the prizes and a final group picture was taken prior to dispersal.

 This Annual Competition is held to promote interest in Badminton 

among the Corps players and to identify players for future fixtures. 

Overall, the team ran it smoothly and we look forward to the 

upcoming Inter Corps Badminton Championships.
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2 RGR achieve great results on Army Martial Arts Competition





Col BG laying a wreath at the Kranji War Memorial 
in Singapore on the 100th Anniversary of Gallipoli 

(ANZAC Day). 

Col BG laying a wreath at the Kranji War Memorial 
in Singapore on the 100th Anniversary of Gallipoli 

(ANZAC Day). 
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