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The Gurkhas - 
200 Years of Service 
to the Crown

Containing over 200 images, this is 
the complete visual history of Britain’s 
Gurkhas and the mystique that surrounds 
them. From the earliest days to modern 
operations in Afghanistan and sections 
on hill racing, the Kukri and bagpipes 
this is the official commemorative book 
of the bicentenary.  

Order your copy today from the 
Gurkha Museum in support of the 
Gurkha Welfare Trust

The Gurkha Museum
01962 842832
www.thegurkhamuseum.co.uk

All royalties support 
The Gurkha Welfare Trust

Front Cover - Her Majesty the Queen, The Duke of Edinburgh, His Majesty The Sultan of Brunei, HRH Prince Harry, General Sir Peter Wall GCB CBE DL, General 
Sir David Richards GCB CBE DSO DL and Col D G Hayes CBE making their way out after watching the Gurkha 200 Pageant at Royal Hospital Chelsea 
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Gurkha 200 Plate now available from The Gurkha Museum
Cost: £29.95 including Postage & Packing within UK. 

Please telephone and ask for P&P quote for overseas orders.

Place your order to The Gurkha Museum who are the 

sole suppliers. Our postal address is: 

The Gurkha Museum, Peninsula Barracks

Romsey Road, Winchester, Hants SO23 8TS

Telephone No. 01962 842832 Option#6 (Reception)

Email: sales@thegurkhamuseum.co.uk 

Website: www.thegurkhamuseum.co.uk 

Cheques and postal orders should be made payable to: GMTC Ltd. 

We also accept payment by credit card (not American Express), 

International Money Orders and Bank Draft in Sterling.
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2 RGR Soldiers during a section 
attack in EX SABER STRIKE in Latvia.

Her Majesty The Queen 
inspects The Queen’s Truncheon 
at Buckingham Palace
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Historic Changing of the Guards 
for Gurkha 200
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 RGR was the first of the Gurkha 

contingents performing the duties at the 

Buckingham Palace, St James’s Palace and 

The Tower of London. Each of the other cap 

badges also took their turn in May. It was a 

great experience, especially for the new soldiers 

to be stood in front of the crowd as the centre 

of attention and many will cherish this moment 

for a long time.

The Gurkhas took over the guard 

duties at Buckingham Palace on  

6 May 2015 from the Welsh Guards 

who themselves celebrate 100 years of 

service this year.

 The Queen’s Truncheon was paraded 

in front of huge audiences of tourists from 

around the world while The Band of the 

Brigade of Gurkhas and the Welsh Guards 

Band played a mixture of traditional marching 

songs and adapted modern pop songs.

History Fact

7th Duke of 
Edinburgh’s Own 
Gurkha Rifles were the 
first Gurkhas to carry 
out these duties on 
24th December 1971.
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The Queen’s Gurkha Engineers 

performed Public Duties from  

11 - 16 May 2015. There were three 

detachments of the Queen’s Guard in 

London, with Buckingham Palace under 

command of Capt Ashok Gurung QGE, 

the Tower of London under Capt Charlie 

Hardaker RE and Maj Chris Elworthy MBE 

RE taking overall command as Captain of 

the Queen’s Guard.

Buckingham Palace
After many months of rehearsals and 

practices, the day finally came for the QGE 

contingent. It all started with excitement and 

pride.The Queen’s Guard in London changes 

on the forecourt of Buckingham Palace at 

11:30am every day. Changing the Guard is the 

combination of the old (outgoing) guard and 

the new (incoming) guard. Both units consist 

of two detachments; one each for Buckingham 

Palace and St James’ Palace. Our duty was 

conducted with a unique mixture of light and 

heavy drill - much to the astonishment of the 

Household Division units on parade! 

 A sentry would be on duty “at the post” 

for a two hour period. Every 10 minutes, he 

would come to attention; slope arms and 

march 15 paces across the area of the post. 

Each sentry did this four to five times before 

halting. Standing “easy” is not permitted 

whilst a sentry is at post. Orders for sentry 

duties were read out two hours before the 

‘tour of duty’.

St James’s Palace
St James’s Palace is currently the official 

residence for the several members of the 

Royal Family. The palace complex is regularly 

used for official royal and government 

functions. We felt immensely proud and 

lucky whilst standing at the sentry box and to 

get the opportunity to be a Queen’s Guard. It 

is home to the Officers of the Queen’s Guard 

during their tour of duty, as well as the St 

James’ guard detachment.

The Tower of London
The Tower of London is a combination of 

buildings built during the time of King William 

the Conqueror. Originally build as a fortress, 

to keep hostile Londoners at bay. It was also 

used to sight approaching enemies on the River 

Thames. It has been used as a Palace, a library, 

a royal mint, a treasury and a bank. The most 

famous reputation is that of a prison. Since the 

beginning of its history The Tower of London 

has been utilising an Armed Forces guard 

force for both real and ceremonial purposes, 

although the real time security is largely pre-

occupied with rescuing drunk ‘swimmers’ from 

the waterless moat rather than catching Jewel 

thieves. Perhaps one of the more memorable 

moments of the week was one of the Yeomen 

Warders educating some young party goers 

on exactly who was guarding the Tower, and 

suggesting that they had perhaps picked the 

wrong night to be trespassing…

 Despite attempting to lose the Captain 

of the Guard on a number of occasions, we 

had a very enjoyable time in the Tower. During 

our two hour guard periods we kept ourselves 

amused with plenty of tourists taking selfies 

with us and trying to get us to flinch. We spent 

our days visiting the Royal Fusiliers Museum 

and the Crown Jewels. We experienced a 

different taste of Army life as a Guard instead 

of a Combat Engineer. It was one of the 

greatest experiences of my life throughout my 

Army Career until now - a memory of a lifetime 

for us as Gurkha Soldiers. 

 Finally, on 16 May we handed over guard 

duties to the new Guards Regiment and 

headed back to Maidstone. It was a great 

privilege to represent the QGE on public duty. 

That was an unforgettable experience for us, 

which will last till the end of our life.

Spr Govinda Rana Magar QGE 
shares his experiences during 
a historic Queen’s Guard
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Royal Family join Gurkhas to celebrate 
Bicentenary at a Pageant Celebration 
at the Royal Hospital Chelsea 

London, 9 June 2015 - The Royal 

Hospital Chelsea provided the 

spectacular backdrop for celebrations 

marking 200 years of loyal Gurkha service 

to the Crown. 

 The fundraising event, an open air Pageant 

with music and cultural displays, was organised 

by The Gurkha Welfare Trust and attended by 

members of the Royal Family, including Her 

Majesty The Queen, The Duke of Edinburgh, 

The Prince of Wales, Patron of The Gurkha 

Welfare Trust and Colonel in Chief of The Royal 

Gurkha Rifles, Prince Harry and His Majesty The 

Sultan of Brunei. 

 The event, although a celebration, was 

also an opportunity to pause and remember all 

those who tragically lost their lives in the recent 

earthquakes in Nepal. All funds raised at the 

Pageant will go to The Gurkha Welfare Trust’s 

work providing vital support to impoverished 

ex-Gurkhas and their communities, enabling 

the Trust to expand its medical programme 

in Nepal and respond to the urgent need to 

rebuild following the earthquakes.

 As the sun set, hundreds of serving and 

ex-serving members of the Brigade of Gurkhas 

and their families took part in the Pageant, the 

centrepiece of a series of events taking place 

throughout 2015. Actress and Gurkha Welfare 

Trust Vice Patron Joanna Lumley and television 

historian Dan Snow narrated the history of the 

Gurkha soldier whilst battle re-enactments, 

cultural displays and musical performances by 

the Band of the Brigade of Gurkhas entertained 

the sell-out audience of 1,650 people.

 For two centuries, Gurkha soldiers have 

served alongside British forces in every major 

conflict. From the Indian Mutiny of 1857-

58 to two World Wars where the Brigade 

suffered over 40,000 casualties, the Gurkhas 

have formed a fearsome reputation for 

bravery and loyalty. A total of 13 Victoria 

Crosses - the highest award for valour - have 

been awarded to Gurkha Soldiers from Nepal 

since the beginning of First World War and 

they continue to serve with distinction. On 

return from his tour in Afghanistan, where 

he served alongside The Royal Gurkha Rifles, 

Prince Harry said that there was “no safer 

place” than by the side of a Gurkha.

 The Prince of Wales as Patron of The 

Gurkha Welfare Trust wrote a message for the 

commemorative booklet marking the Pageant. 

“I could not be more delighted to join you here 

this evening to mark the Gurkhas’ bicentennial 

anniversary. We come together to recognise 

and celebrate these remarkable men and 

their extraordinary service to our country. In 

the two hundred years that the Gurkhas have 

fought for the British Crown they have earned 

our nation’s deepest respect and gratitude. 

Throughout their service they have shown 

time and again the most remarkable devotion 

to duty and bravery in the most challenging 

of circumstances, with significant numbers 

of their officers and men being awarded the 

Victoria Cross, this country’s highest award for 

gallantry. The Gurkhas’ loyalty, coupled with 

the highest professional standards, has put 

them at the forefront of the British Army. ” 

 The Gurkha Welfare Trust offers financial 

and medical support to former Gurkha 
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More Photos 
Overleaf ....

servicemen and their families, predominantly in 

Nepal. It also delivers community aid projects in 

Gurkha villages. The Trust recently launched the 

Gurkha 200 Bicentenary Appeal: ‘Our Duty of 

Care’ which aims to raise £6 million for a vital 

expansion of its medical programme in support 

of its ageing welfare pensioners.

 General Sir Peter Wall, Chairman of The 

Gurkha Welfare Trust said: “We’re honoured 

to welcome such distinguished guests to 

this evening’s celebration, where we are not 

only commemorating 200 years of exemplary 

service but also raising funds for an important 

cause. The Gurkha Welfare Trust is the Brigade 

of Gurkhas’ charity partner. It provides the 

support our Gurkha veterans richly deserve 

once their military service is complete. That 

support must be relevant to the changing 

needs of our Gurkha ex-servicemen, their 

dependants and their communities in Nepal.”

 Sir John Peace, Chairman of Standard 

Chartered PLC, proud sponsors of The Gurkha 

200 Pageant, said: “Standard Chartered 

considers it an honour to support the Gurkha 

bicentenary celebrations in 2015, marking 

200 years of loyal Gurkha service to the British 

Crown. We are the largest international bank 

in Nepal, and since 1987, we have been the 

principal bankers for the Gurkhas, and not least 

the 32,000 ex-service personnel who receive 

British Gurkha Nepal (BGN) pensions. This is 

a source of quiet pride for all involved, and a 

daily demonstration of our promise to be ‘Here 

for good’. This is of course especially 

important for Nepal as it recovers from the 

recent tragic earthquakes, and we are working 

with our clients and international financial 

institutions to find ways to help in financing 

the reconstruction of the country. ”

(Photo Credit - Johnny Fenn 
and Tom Falkenburg)
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(For more pictures 
visit Gurkha Brigade 
Association at www.

gurkhabde.com)
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C (Mogaung) Company, 1 RGR had the privilege to take 

part in the Royal Brunei Land Force’s (RBLF) Exercise 

PARANG KUKRI (SEMANGAT WAJA 6) from 12 - 26 Apr 15. 

For the Bruneians this was an Army wide exercise conducted 

every few years to test their planning process within a realistic 

time frame and their tactics, techniques and procedures.

 We received from the outset the warmest of welcomes and for 

the exercise we became one of the rifle companies of the 3rd Battalion 

RBLF and for the duration were simply known as Gurkha Company. The 

exercise was officially opened during a parade ceremony with a very loud 

and unexpected explosion. Slightly battle shocked afterwards, Gurkha 

Company luckily stood firm. We integrated even further by swapping 

platoons between companies. Lt Gardner-Clarke’s 7 Platoon was 

attached to C Company 3 RBLF. 

 Our first mission was to clear the Labi Road all the way from the 

coast to near the Malaysian border. Our enemy, the United Borneo 

Integrated State (UBIS), infiltrated into the area and captured hostages 

from a police station. After a daring and successful operation by the 

Brunei Special Forces we were given the go ahead for our objective.

 Although the enemy remained elusive, Gurkha Company finally 

made contact with the enemy on the second day. Catching them 

unaware, quick reaction yielded 5 enemies killed in action. This provided 

a prime opportunity for Gurkha Company OC, Maj SWM Chandler 

and his team, to show the Bruneians how to conduct sensitive site 

exploitation (SSE).

 Throughout the clearance our RBLF attached 7 Platoon, with their 

local knowledge, conducted Vehicle Check Points (VCP). Slowly but 

carefully, we started strangling UBIS’s freedom of manoeuver and 

it yielded some very good intelligence. The local civilians were very 

sympathetic to our cause during the whole exercise and 8 Platoon were 

even given soft drinks whilst on VCP duties.

  After successfully clearing the Labi road of enemy, the Battle Group 

moved into the Close Country Tropical Environment (CCTE) to mop up 

what is left of the UBIS formations. After a long and tiring march the 

Gurkha Company managed to capture 10 enemy combatants in a 

morning raid and through exploitation revealed all enemy positions 

in ours and Alpha Coy 3 RBLF’s operation area including radio 

Frequency. Gurkha Company OC along with Bruneians’ attached 

platoon managed to capture a further 7 enemy on a later 

date. There was also a short contact with 2 illegal loggers 

who decided to run rather than face the blank 

barrage of the attached Brunei 7 platoon. 

 With the enemy on the run to their 

final positions 3 RBLF consolidated 

before moving on to the objectives. Except for the hours spent walking 

in a circle following the Brunei Special Task Platoon (STP). The attack 

went very well with a lot of media and VIP guests present. Thinking 

the exercises was over and looking forward to a nice warm bed, Brunei 

weather gave us a nice final present having to spend one more night in 

the jungle because of rain closing off our vehicle extraction route. The 

next morning having to walk another few kilometers before the road 

was deemed safe.

  Closing the exercise during the final parade was the Brunei 

Deputy Commander RBLF who hit the nail on the head when he 

said:” The demanding and evolving global security environment, both 

traditional and nontraditional, requires the need for interoperability. 

This will enable both armies to better improve technical capabilities 

should we deploy together on the battlefield.”   

 The exercise was about building closer relations with the RBLF 

and to enhance co-operation and understanding when operating as a 

combined force. We have met some wonderful people and built lasting 

relationships that will hopefully see our two armed forces working and 

training closely together.

     

Rfn Gagan Singh Gurung from intake 13 said: 

“We joined 3 RBLF with the hope of building strong 

relationships. During the exercise I was able to better 

my basic military skills and learn from all my gurujis and 

the Bruneians. It was a great experience working with 

RBLF. If I get the chance to work with them again I 

definitely will”.

EX PARANG KUKRI 
(SEMANGAT WAJA 6) 
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Soldiers from 7 Platoon 

C Company (Mogaung) 

have been working 

alongside Special Forces 

Troops from Brunei as part of 

Ex SEMANGAT WAJA. 

 7 Platoon C Coy was placed 

on orbat to Charlie Company, 

3rd Battalion Royal Brunei 

Land Forces (RBLF) as part of Ex 

SEMANGAT WAJA with a Defence 

Engagement remit to the Bruneian 

Army. 7 Platoon’s role was to 

specifically bring on the RBLF and 

enhance their training through a 

BG level exercise.

 The first couple of days of 

the exercise consisted of battle-

preparation including rehearsals 

and some low-level training 

for the platoon, including a 

day of helicopter and a boat 

familiarization focused on the 

mounting and disembarkation 

drills on the Blackhawk and the 

MK6 Rigid Raider. 

 The initial phase of the 

exercise for Charlie Coy was to 

be a cordon operation to allow 

a Bruneian Special Forces led, 

hostage rescue. For 7 Platoon, 

1RGR this involved a boat move 

along the Belait river from the 

Badas pumping station to a Drop 

off Point (DOP) approximately 4 

km further up the river. The move 

was conducted using the RBLF 

boats and when the Coy was 

complete in the DOP the platoons 

moved off into Line up Place (LUP) 

ready to place a cordon for the 

subsequent hostage rescue. The 

move into position highlighted the 

inter-operability of our own troops 

and the Bruneians, highlighting 

the possibility in the future for the 

RGR to use Bruneian assets on 

joint-operations.

 The second phase of the 

exercise saw Charlie Coy 3 RBLF 

deploy to Labi Exercise area to 

conduct Clearance Operations as 

part of a BG move south. The aim 

was to clear an insurgent force 

out of the region. Charlie Coy’s 

axis was parallel to the logging 

track that runs along the east of 

Area D. This provided an easy re-

supply route via road. 

 7 Platoon included four 

Jungle Warfare Instructors (JWIs) 

and throughout the exercise, 

they provided advice and some 

low-level training to the Bruneian 

commanders. The Bruneians have 

a good knowledge of the jungle 

environment. For example they 

know the name of the plants and 

vegetation and what different 

uses they have to both aid survival 

and sustainability. In return 

the JWIs were able to provide 

direction on how best to move 

through the jungle tactically, and 

how to conduct contact drills up 

to company level. 

 The RBLF rely heavily upon 

their Special Task Platoon (STP), 

this is similar to the Recce Platoon 

in a Battalion. The STP is often 

tasked with navigating and 

leading the company through 

the jungle onto an objective or 

into a harbour location. 7 Platoon 

detached a fire-team to work 

alongside the STP and assist in 

the navigation and train them 

in section-level drills. The RBLF 

showed a willingness to learn 

from the RGR soldiers and an 

eagerness to hear of the platoon’s 

operational experiences. 

 The final phase of the exercise 

was a coordinated BG Deliberate 

Attack onto three company 

objectives. This was challenging 

due to the scale of the task 

being conducted in the Close 

Country Tropical Environment, 

where command and control is 

notoriously difficult. Two of the 

companies had a simultaneous 

H-Hour for the attack and the 

third company was the echelon 

through the second objective 

once it had been destroyed. For 

CHARLIE Coy 3RBLF, the deliberate 

attack went well. 7Pl was the 

initial break-in platoon and cleared 

up the ridgeline from the riverbed 

to the LP. This was an arduous 

task due to the steep terrain, but 

the platoon showed tenacity and 

determination and killed seven 

insurgents allowing the other 

two Bruneian platoons to move 

through to the limit 

of exploitation.

 Throughout the exercise, 

7 Platoon’s conduct was to 

the highest standard and an 

example for the rest of Charlie 

Coy, 3 RBLF. From the youngest 

Rifleman up to the most senior 

Guruji, the soldiers displayed 

the famous Gurkha trait of 

being able to operate and work 

alongside foreign nations with 

ease. Friendships were made 

between both units and the 

barrier between the RGR and the 

RBLF reduced. Ex SEMANGAT 

WAJA was challenging, but there 

is no doubt that the Defense 

Engagement between both units 

was a huge success. 

1 RGR C Company on EX SEMANGAT WAJA 
with Brunei Special Forces
By Lt Harry Gardner-Clarke RGR 



History section from the Gurkha Museum
A proud history of Airborne Assault 
(Main photograph; Copyright Carl Schulze)

This striking photograph 

on the right by Carl 

Schulze taken in 

2000, records Gurkhas’ 

previous service with 16 Air 

Assault Brigade as a Gurkha 

Reinforcement Company 

(GRC) with 2 Para.

 As 2 RGR becomes part of 16 

Air Assault Brigade, Gurkhas are 

no strangers to this role. During 

WW2 there were two Gurkha 

Parachute Battalions which fought 

with distinction in Burma. In 

1963 The Gurkha Independent 

Parachute Company was raised 

and served as a specialist unit 

in the jungles of Borneo. 7th 

DEO Gurkha Rifles deployed to 

the Falklands in 1982 as part 

of 5 Brigade, later to become 

5 Airborne Brigade. GRCs have 

served with 2 Para and in 2006 

another deployed with 16 Air 

Assault Brigade on OP HERRICK in 

Afghanistan.

 16 Air Assault Brigade 

is the British Army’s largest 

Brigade with 6,200 soldiers, 

combining the speed and agility 

of airborne and air assault 

troops with the potency of 

Apache attack helicopters. The 

Brigade deployed to Afghanistan 

between October 2010 and 

April 2011 and since its return 

has focused across a number of 

commitments, most significantly 

its core role as the Air Assault Task 

Force (AATF), ready to deploy on 

operations anywhere in the world 

at short notice.

2 RGR re-subordinated into 
16 Air Assault Brigade to join 
British Army’s rapid reaction force
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Troops from 2nd Battalion  

The Royal Gurkha Rifles donned 

the maroon berets of 16 Air Assault 

Brigade, the British Army’s rapid reaction 

force on 4 June 15. To mark this event, 

the Brigade Commander, Brigadier Nick 

Borton DSO MBE welcomed 2 RGR to the 

Brigade at a parade at Sir John Moore 

Barracks in Folkestone.

 The ceremony in Folkestone involved 

the Gurkhas exchanging their rifle-green 

berets for the distinctive maroon berets worn 

by airborne troops. Lt Col Marcus Reedman, 

the commander of 2 RGR, explained the 

significance of the move: 

 “The battalion is delighted to be 

moving into 16 Air Assault Brigade and we 

are looking forward to the challenges and 

opportunities that it will bring”.
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Ex SABER STRIKE
2 RGR Gurkhas deploy to 

Latvia to take part in a 
multinational exercise 

alongside NATO partners.

Soldiers from 2nd Battalion, Royal Gurkha Rifles (2 RGR) 

have deployed to Latvia to take part in a multinational 

exercise alongside NATO partners. Exercise SABER STRIKE, 

now in its fifth year, will see soldiers from across the alliance 

conducting exercises in Eastern Europe. The UK is providing 230 

troops to take part alongside troops from the US, Baltic and 

Scandinavian states. 

 Lt Col Marcus Reedman, commanding officer of 2 RGR said,  

‘As part of the UK’s very high-readiness brigade, this training is vital to 

understanding how our allies work and what we can offer each other on 

operations. The ability to train and operate effectively within a coalition 

based upon NATO allies remains the foundation of our capability. 

Exercises such as this enhance that interoperability and strengthen 

personal relationships.’ 

 2 RGR, who became part of 16 Air Assault Brigade at the start of 

June, are a light role infantry formation, used to dismounted fighting. 

Exercise Saber Strike will see them learning new skills involving 

working alongside tanks, vehicles and aircraft from across NATO. 

For the Gurkha soldiers, it is the multinational aspect they are most 

looking forward to. Lt Subash Gurung said, ‘Every military has its own 

way of doing things. It is always hectic in the first few days as we get 

to know each other, but it is rewarding to see the hard work pay off.’

The Gurkhas celebrate their 200th anniversary of service to the British 

Crown this year. While many are deployed to Latvia, others will be 

taking part in a number of different.
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1. Five Bhanjas (Sons of serving Gurkhas) 
from Brunei raise more than 3500 Brunei 
Dollars for Nepal Earthquake victims by 
swimming the total distance of Mt Everest 

2. British Forces Brunei RAO Det in 
Hawaiian Theme Party in Mar 15.

3.  Robert Loomes and Robina Hill presenting 
the G200  watch to GWT patron Joanna 
Lumley at a dinner night hosted by 
QOGLR

4. RGR Golf team secured the runner-
up prize in the Army Infantry Golf 
Championship 

5. 10 QOGLR AGC Det competing in EX 
WHITE LION 2015, Austria

6. The Band of the Brigade of Gurkhas 
playing at the FA Cup final in the 
Wembley Stadium

7. 2 RGR on exercise SABER STRIKE 
working with other NATO partners

8.  LCpl Dilkumar Tamang attended SCBC & 
MGSC and achieved Distinction and Top 
Student 

9. Lt Gen Evans, Commander of the Allied 
Rapid Reaction Force visited Close 
Support Troop on 4 Jun 15

10.  Maj Gen Lawrence and Joanna Lumley 
accompanied by two Queen’s Gurkha 
Orderly Officers and Sgt Dipprasad Pun 
CGC at the Gurkha 200 book launch in 
London 

11. The Governor-General of Australia, 
General Sir Peter Cosgrove AK MC, was 
invited to inspect the men from 1RGR on 
18th May

12. HRH the Princess Royal presenting Chief 
of the General Staff’s Commendation to 
GM QG SIGNALS

13. Trainee Riflemen at Gurkha Company 
Catterick practicing Taekwondo as part 
of their nine months training

Photo News
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A new Gurkha troop called Seremban 
joins 44 Sqn RLC at RMA Sandhurste
by Sig Sanam Rai QG Signals

On Friday, 8 May15, a milestone 

was laid in the chapter of Queen’s 

Gurkha Signals and this day shall 

be remembered in years to come. It was 

the formation parade of Seremban Troop; 

a new Gurkha Signals Troop at The Royal 

Military Academy Sandhurst. 

 Major P Davis MBE, OC 44 Sqn led the Sqn 

on parade while we were honoured to have 

Major General Skeates CBE, the Commandant 

of RMAS, as the Inspecting Officer. He officially 

welcomed the Troop and spoke about the 

proud Gurkha history and the standards that 

Gurkha Soldiers in 44 Sp Sqn would now keep 

within the barracks and in the field. 

 The Parade was also attended by Col James 

Robinson (Col BG), Lt Col Niall Stokoe OBE 

(Comd QG SIGNALS), Major Tol Khamcha (GM 

QG SIGNALS) along with other high dignitaries. 

The 16 members of the Troop marched into 

the parade squareheart of the Sqn to a warm 

welcome before the complete Sqn conducted 

a march past in a proud and soldierly manner 

to the approval and appreciation of Maj Gen 

Skeates and the other esteemed guests.

 The name ‘Seremban’ comes from the 

capital city of Malaysian state Negeri Sembilan. 

This place was the base for the Gurkha Signals 

unit for almost 21 years in early 1960s. Today 

Seremban Troop is a vital part of 44 Sp Sqn RLC 

within Sandhurst Support Unit (SSU) mainly 

providing Bowman VHF capability to support 

the training of the Officer Cadets at RMAS. 

The Troop has 16 members lead by the Troop 

Commander, SSgt Sanjeev Rai, 3 NCOs and 12 

CS Op signallers have been selected from all 

3 QG SIGNALS Squadrons and RSS Blandford. 

With this manpower the troop is responsible 

for a significant Bowman fleet and constantly 

deploys on multiple exercises in order to 

provide robust tactical communications to the 

Academy exercises.

 It was indeed a proud day; “By your 

badge men shall know you. By your loyalty, 

by your behaviour and by your technical skill, 

they will judge you as men and measure 

your efficiency as soldiers.” These famous 

words by Maj Gen L E CM Perowne CBE are 

particularly pertinent to Seremban Troop 

which is a very important aspect of QG 

SIGNALS that has been formed at such a 

distinguished establishment as RMAS. This 

has not only given us an opportunity to 

develop and deliver our trade capability but 

also demonstrate Gurkha Brigade’s versatility 

at the best Leadership Academy in the World 

from which the future leaders of the British 

Army are grown. 

  Having already been deployed 

on some of the major exercises here at 

Sandhurst, Seremban Troop, working in 

conjunction with CIS Wing, have shown 

themselves to be the eyes and ears of 

the exercises, enabling the smooth and 

successful deliverance of training in the 

field. As simple as it can look, the role of 

Seremban Troop is critical because as it is 

said; “No comms, no bombs”. With this 

responsibility and expectation Seremban 

Troop has gladly stepped into their role, 

never before ventured, and promises to excel 

and take the name of the Gurkha Brigade to 

its zenith.

A total of 30 families from 

HQ British Gurkhas Nepal 

have been repatriated from 

Nepal to the Services Cotswold 

Centre in Corsham following 

the earthquake that hit Nepal 

on 25 April 2015. 

 

WO2 Surya Gurung GSPS 

(RAOWO) assisted with routine 

administration as well as to 

reinforce the rear-link back

to Nepal

 In terms of real life support, 

they have been received and 

looked after very well by the 

DCOS HQ Brigade of Gurkhas visits families at the Services Cotswold Centre

The families began arriving UK 

on 18/19 May as a precautionary 

measure due to major structural 

damages to the local Married 

Quarters/Hirings caused by the 

earthquake. They are expected 

to return back to Nepal when 

the housing situation improves. 

team at the Services 

Cotswold Centre. 

 The on-site Primary School 

is a valuable asset, with the 

children getting straight back 

into a routine the day after their 

arrival in the country. In addition 

to the AWS Community support, 
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Left to Right: 
Cpl Rabin Rai, 

Cpl Gautam Gurung, 
Sgt Rabin Gurung, 

Cpl Ajib Gurung, 
Cpl Tirtha Gurung 

and Capt Autar 
Shrestha

Catterick based QG Signals 
Permanent Staff Meet & Greet

by Cpl Ajib Gurung QG Signals

7 Flt AAC, co-located with 1st Battalion 

Royal Gurkha Rifles in Brunei, have 

added the Gurkha 200 anniversary 

logo to their Bell 212 helicopters which 

have supported the Resident Gurkha 

Infantry Battalion since 1994.

 Maj Pete Farrimond, OC 7 Flt AAC said 

‘The Flight has had a close bond with the 

Brigade of Gurkhas throughout its history, 

from the Malayan Emergency, Borneo 

Confrontation, Hong Kong through to today.‘ 

Adding ‘We are proud to play a small part in 

a number of key exercises and has aided the 

Bruneian Fire Department (Bomba) in fighting 

forest fires in the local area. 

 Maj Pete Farrimond said ‘The small 

Flight is a critical enabler for the resident 

RGR Battalion, Training Team Brunei and 

exercising units. It maintains a high flying 

rate in support of over 10 major exercises 

each year, operating in the demanding jungle 

environment. It has a strong relationship with 

the Gurkhas, which I hope continues long 

into the future.’ 

7 Flight Army Air Corps 
supports Gurkha 200 Anniversary

recognising and supporting this important 

anniversary and the 200 years of Gurkha 

service to the Crown.’

 7 Flt AAC provides day/night MEDEVAC, 

trooping, movement of materiel and heli-abseil 

tasking in support of British Forces Brunei 

and exercising units. It is the Joint Helicopter 

Command’s specialist Jungle Aviation unit and 

is permanently based in South East Asia, able 

to support regional Humanitarian and Disaster 

Relief Operations in addition to its standing 

tasks.The Flight has recently been involved in 

Permanent Queen’s Gurkha Signals staff organised a Meet 

and Greet event at the Infantry Training Centre, Catterick 

on Saturday 7 February 2015. The aim of the event was to 

provide a chance for a bit of team bonding and a Regimental 

catch-up.

 Sungai Petani Bar in Gurkha Coy at Helles Barracks provided the 

venue where the official programme kicked off with a presentation of 

‘Khada’ to new arrival members: Cpls Shankar, Gautam and Ajib and 

a welcome speech by Capt Autar Saheb.

 This was followed by some Karting at York Motor Sports which was 

a new experience for most of the team. Each lap was about 300m in 

length with several bends and tight corners which made driving even 

more challenging and thrilling for us. Despite a strict health and safety 

briefing prior to the race, it was far from a ‘clean contest’!

 Cpl Ajib Gurung explained the racing: “Although it was a first-

time yet fantastic experience for most of us, everyone displayed true 

competence as well as their competitive sides. Personally, I could 

feel adrenaline rush during the race and I am positive that it was no 

different to others. In the end, Cpl Tirtha managed to clinch the first 

position while I secured second and Sgt Rabin came third.”

 After the race, the group ate at the fantastic Yak and Yeti Gurkha 

Restaurant owned by an ex QG SIGNALS, SSgt Bom Gurung. Capt Autar 

and Sgt Rabin informed the group about the Regiment’s forecast and 

there was an opportunity to voice opinions on various matters. 

Maj Bijayant Sherchan visited the 

families on 27 May to see if any 

additional welfare support that 

HQ Brigade of Gurkhas might be 

able offer to help them settle-in at 

the Services Cotswold Centre
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Earlier this year Colonel James 

Robinson was interviewed by 

journalist Bidhate Rai for an  

article in the dual language paper  

“The Greenwich Times” on Gurkha 200. 

Below are extracts from the interview. For 

the full article please see Mrs Rai’s blog: 

www.bidhatarai.com 

 The next round of the Gurkha 200 

celebrations will take place on the 11th 

of July in Aldershot. ‘We’ll have a Gurkha 

200 (G200) Mela, followed by the Nepal 

Cup in Aldershot. There will be lots of food 

and entertainment’, said the Colonel of the 

Brigade of Gurkhas, Colonel James Robinson.

 I talked to the Colonel to find out more 

about the events. ‘As a Chairman of G200, 

I wanted to give it an international feel and 

have events taking place in different parts of 

the world, remembering where we’ve served; 

Nepal, Singapore, New Zealand, Hong Kong, 

Malaya, Australia, Malaysia and America 

among others.’  

How long have you been working in 

close ties with the Gurkhas? 

All my life… My father was in the 7th Gurkhas 

and while both my sister and I were born in 

British Military Hospital (BMH) Dharan in Nepal, 

my brother was born in BMH Hong Kong. I 

commissioned in the 7th Gurkha Rifles in 1984 

and have been in the Royal Gurkha Rifles since 

1994. My brother was also in the 7th Gurkha 

Rifles and has recently finished as Commanding 

Officer of the 1st Battalion The Royal Gurkha 

Rifles, 1RGR. So the Gurkhas are in my blood 

and I’ve been with them all my life. 

How do you feel working in the capacity 

of Colonel BG at the time the Brigade of 

Gurkhas has reached this milestone of 

G200? 

Having been in the Gurkhas all my life, I’m 

extremely proud to be in the top of the Gurkha 

ladder and so is my father. I’m enjoying looking 

after the whole of the Brigade and the different 

units in terms of the development and moving 

forward. We’ve been planning for this for a 

number of years. Along with feeling proud, 

I also feel a huge weight of responsibility, as 

this is not just about us, but also about our 

responsibility to all those who served for 200 

years. We have a fantastic name if you look 

back at our history - through the World Wars, 

the Indian mutiny - not just through operation 

activities but other activities as well. We, who 

are serving now, owe this to all those who 

served before and must ensure that we do the 

G200 properly to celebrate the 200 years. 

GSPS teams compete in the 
Triple Crown Challenge 2015
From the Editor

The Triple Crown Challenge 15 took place in Worthy Down, 

Winchester yesterday on 14 May 15. The event is organised 

annually to encourage all AGC Personnel to uphold their 

Corps ethos as in reflecting the Soldier first principles.

 The Competition was divided into two groups: The 12 Miles March 

and Shoot Competition and the Military Skills Competition. Altogether, 

7 teams from Gurkha Staff and Personnel Support (GSPS) took part in 

the 12 Miles March and Shoot competition for the Colonel Commandant 

Brigade of Gurkhas Trophy along with more than 100 AGC teams 

competing for their Corps Trophy.

 This year, 1 RGR successfully won the Col Comdt Brigade of 

Gurkhas trophy beating the last year’s winner, 2 RGR who had to settle 

down as runners up. 1 RGR Team Captain, LCpl Roshan Tamang said 

that the team deserved to win this year’s trophy, as they were practicing 

hard regularly. He also added that the weather was in their favour as 

they had practiced in a much hotter climate as compared to the UK.

 The Adjutant General, Lieutenant General Sir Gerald Berragan KBE 

CB presented the prizes to the winning teams and also spoke with 

Sandhurst based GSPS team about the GSPS commitment in the Triple 

Crown Challenge. He said that it was incredible to see about one third of 

the whole GSPS Cohort taking part in the event. The competition ended 

after the prize distribution and winner team photographs with OC GSPS, 

Maj Bijayant Sherchan and other senior GSPS Ranks
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Could you enlighten us about the nature 

of events that have been organized to 

commemorate the Gurkhas’ service to 

the Queen? 

We wanted to have a range of events and they 

serve two objectives. The first is to enhance 

the name of the Brigade of Gurkhas, to take 

pride in our 200 years of service and to remind 

people of the significant contributions of 

our soldiers who’ve come from Nepal and 

supported the crown for 200 years and at the 

same time remind them of the serving Brigade 

and of the range of capabilities we have and 

the contributions we make today. Second, 

there is fund raising for the Gurkha Welfare 

Trust (GWT). 

 We quite rightly started the event in Nepal 

where a reception was organized at the British 

Embassy. This was followed by a huge mela in 

Tudikhel, which saw a crowd of around 3500. 

I was able to fly out the Gurkha Band and they 

trained the Nepalese Band, as the plan was to 

have a musical extravaganza of 800 musicians 

including our band. Unfortunately the heavens 

opened and within minutes, the field was 

flooded and the event had to be cancelled. 

We also had regimental events, organized by 

the 2nd Gurkhas in Pokhara. I, however, went 

to Dharan as the 7th Gurkhas decided to do a 

one-day grand celebration; around 2500 ex-

Gurhkas reunited. It was an emotional day and 

my father also met his old Gurkha major after 

30 years. 

The Royal Gurkha Pageant at the Royal 

Hospital Chelsea was received with a lot 

of enthusiasm and fanfare. What was the 

main purpose for the pageant? 

It was a Gurkha Welfare Trust (GWT) event; it 

was an opportunity to show the great and the 

good of the Gurkhas and also raise funds. 

Does GWT also operate in the UK? 

There are about 12,000 families of our ex-

servicemen in the UK. The support provided 

nationally is better in the UK, like the 

National Health Service, benefits, pension, 

and housing. However, the GWT spends 

around £500,000 to support those newly 

arrived to the country through the Advice 

Centers in Salisbury and Aldershot. The Trust 

also gives money to the Army Benevolent 

Fund, which provides individual support to 

ex-Gurkhas that need particular assistance. 

The recent catastrophic earthquakes in 

Nepal have destroyed many houses and 

taken more than 8000 lives, leaving the 

country in a vulnerable position. The 

Gurkhas, especially the Queen’s Gurkha 

Engineers (QGE), have been deployed. 

How have they been helping their 

homeland? Our thoughts and prayers are 

with those in Nepal, which is a beautiful 

country. Within the serving Brigade, everyone 

was extremely sad and very much thinking 

about Nepal. They were all desperate to go 

back to Nepal and support their fellowmen. 

We offered support and the Nepalese 

Government accepted it. I could have happily 

sent the entire Brigade but one has to 

remember that Nepal is a sovereign country 

and they are responsible for coordinating the 

response. We felt that the Gurkha Engineers 

were probably the ri ght choice. Some of the 

charities already there are experts in dealing 

with this sort of situation. QGE has been able 

to work with GWT scheme, shelter box and 

Oxfam, providing the immediate requirement 

for water, shelter and food. People need to 

be provided with some form of shelter before 

the monsoon comes. 

The Gurkhas who were on the quest to 

scale Mount Everest had to be retrieved 

after the earthquakes hit the mountains. 

Will the quest resume in future? 

They’ve been planning for that for many years 

and have raised a huge amount of money. 

First I am very pleased that they all came back 

safe. Most of them were at Camp 1 and the 

route between Base Camp and Camp 1 was 

completely destroyed. We won’t be going back 

this year, but it is still our objective to put a 

serving Gurkha at the summit of Everest, which 

we haven’t done yet. I don’t know when that 

will be but I know that there is real support 

within the serving Gurkhas to do this. I hope 

we’ll be able to do it in the future. 

 Meanwhile, we have two people on 

Exercise Arctic Gurkha and they are doing a 

3-month trek on Ellesmere Island. Captain 

John Armstrong and Corporal Arjun Pun have 

just reached the first point of relief after a 

month. That is a hugely challenging feat and 

it has been done only once before. If they 

break the current record of 103 days, they 

should finish on the 1st of August. 

Finally, do you have any message for the 

Gurkhas, both Ex- and present and their 

family members? 

Once a Gurkha, always a Gurkha! We have 

a fantastic reputation and once you set the 

bar that high, we must continue to maintain 

at that high, whether that’s administration, 

looking after our equipment, standards of 

discipline. We must uphold that reputation 

both for ourselves and for those who set that 

reputation in the 200 years before. 

Colonel Brigade of Gurkhas, Col James Robinson 
talks about Gurkha 200 in a nutshell  

Interview with Bidhata Rai 
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Five Gurkhas (Maj 

Rambahadur Pun, Capt 

Matthew Addison-Black, 

CSgt Prakash Gauchan, Sgt 

Kumar Rai and Sgt Resham 

Thapa Magar (QG Signals) 

currently serving on Op TORAL 

in Afghanistan organized a 

G200 Charity event  at Camp 

Qargha, Kabul on 28 and 29 

May 15 with the aim to raise 

funds for the victims  of the 

Nepal Earthquakes. It was also 

to increase awareness of both 

the Brigade of Gurkhas and the 

Gurkha Welfare Trust for the 

bi-centennial anniversary of 

Gurkha service to the crown.

 The event was conducted in 

two phases: On 28 May, Maj Ram 

Pun and Capt Matthew Addison 

Black gave a presentation about 

Gurkha history and the Gurkha 

Welfare Trust to a large audience 

of both officers and other ranks. 

This was then followed by a 

Raffle draw which included a 

number of attractive prizes. 

 The top three prizes were 

all beautifully engraved Kukris 

and everyone had their eyes on 

them from the beginning. In the 

morning of 29 May, we organised 

a Doko relay race to let the 

multinational soldiers (including 

Danes, Australians, Kiwis and 

Norwegians) gain a taste for the 

robustness of Gurkha Selection. 

 To begin  the event, Brig 

Page, Maj Ram, Lt Col Dallon and 

RSM Jefferies led the opening 

lap of the camp carrying the 25 

kg Dokos. After the opening 

lap, the relay race began in a full 

swing. Due to the overwhelming 

help and support from everyone 

within Camp Qargha, we 

managed to achieve 200 laps, 

a total of 164 km at 6000 feet 

above the sea level.

 The event proved to be 

a huge success and was well 

supported by the Resolute 

Support personnel. It was 

an excellent turnout with a 

sparkling environment.  With 

online donations and cash 

donations, we managed to raise 

a staggering total of £2590, 

surpassing our target, increasing 

awareness of our Brigade and 

most importantly our effort 

from the Op Theatre to help the 

people in Nepal in conjunction 

with the GWT’s efforts.

Gurkhas serving on Operation in Afghanistan organise a G200 charity event 
By CSgt Prakash Gauchan 1 RGR

On Tuesday 23 June, Saga Company, 

based in Folkestone, presented 

The Gurkha Welfare Trust with a 

cheque of £50,000 in support of the Nepal 

Earthquake Response Fund. Colonel James 

Robinson, Colonel Brigade of Gurkhas 

and a GWT Trustee, received the cheque 

and made a short speech of thanks. With 

him was Gurkha Major 2 RGR, Major Prem 

Gurung, along with a guard of six 2 RGR 

soldiers and two pipers.

Saga Company based in Folkestone
presented the Gurkha Welfare Trust with a cheque of £50,000

Indian Chief of the Army Staff Visits HQBG

The Indian Chief of  Army Staff, General Dalbir Singh made 

a high profile visit  to HQ Brigade of Gurkhas on 12 June 

15. The visit further cemented the historic bond between 

the British and Indian Gurkhas. 

 As a former officer in 5th Gorkha Rifles General Dalbir Singh is now 

the president of the Indian Army Gorkha Association and he is the top 

officer in an Army of over 2 million regular and reserve personnel. The 

Indian Army has 39 Gorkha battalions serving in seven regiments.

 He was accompanied by Major General Vinod Bhakuni, Colonel 

Jha and Military Attaché at the Indian High Commission, Brigadier Jha. 

Colonel Brigade of Gurkhas, Colonel James Robinson welcomed the 

party and briefed them about the Brigade’s current news and an update 

on Gurkha 200. They also met Gurkhas from every cap badge within the 

Brigade and had a group chat before departing.
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Saga Company based in Folkestone
presented the Gurkha Welfare Trust with a cheque of £50,000

Readers may be aware 

of that Edmund Hillary 

conquered Everest in 

1953 wearing a British watch. 

When the Watchmakers 

Loomes & Co of Stamford 

heard the G200 Everest 

expedition, they thought it 

would be a fitting occasion to 

send a British hand-built watch 

to the Everest in the G200 year. 

 The properietor, Mr Robert 

Loomes and Mrs Robina Hill 

presented a watch to the G200 

Everest team and the team agreed 

to climb the Everest wearing the 

watch and raise money for the 

Gurkha Welfare Trust. 

 When Nepal struck the first 

wave of deadly earthquake the 

G200 Everest team were at Camp 

1 and they had to abandon their 

expedition. This resulted the 

Secretary of State visit to British Forces Brunei

Secretary of State for Defence The Rt Hon Michael Fallon 

MP paid an official visit to British Forces Brunei on  

Sunday 31st May 15. 

 He was accompanied by Mr David Campbell British High 

Commissioner and Col Mike Page Defence Attaché.

 He visited a number of BFB capability stands i.e. HHRC boats, 

Quadbikes, CEMO, AP water purifier, and Heli Casualty Evacuation. 

He also officially opened the new Family Quartes flats in BFB and left 

after having a light lunch.

House of Lords debate on Gurkha 200

On Wednesday 10 June Lord Bilimoria raised a question 

in the House of Lords ‘to ask Her Majesty’s Government 

what activities have taken place relating to the 200th 

anniversary of the Gurkhas’ service to the Crown and the 

Government’s support of the Gurkha Welfare Trust, particularly 

in the light of the recent earthquakes in Nepal’ 

 After an introductory speech, other members of the House also 

delivered speeches on Gurkhas before the debate was concluded by 

Earl Howe (The Minister of State, Ministry of Defence). In attendance 

was Colonel Brigade of Gurkhas and the two Queen’s Gurkha Orderly 

Officers. A copy of Lord Earl Howe’s response is published at www.

gukhabde.com 

Stamford Based Watchmakers Loomes and Co 
donate money for Gurkha Welfare Trust

prospect of getting at least one 

serving Gurkha to the summit 

on hold however the Loomes & 

Co decided to raffle one of their 

watches and raise funds for both 

the Gurkha Welfare Trust and 

the Mountain Trust, a Cambridge 

based micro-charity specialising in 

education and healthcare in the 

Himalayas. The expedition leader 

said, the watch worked perfectly 

even when the team were in 

tempretures down to minus forty 

degrees - a testament to British 

Watchmaking.

 In a few short weeks after 

the earthquake, Loomes & Co 

raffled the watch and raised 

£6,350. The cheque was handed 

over at Stamford Town Hall, 

hosted by Mayor Sue Sandall on 

19 Jun 15. Major Tol Khamcha 

QG SIGNALS received the cheque 

on behalf of the Gurkha Welfare 

Trust. Looms & Co presented 

one of their watches to Stamford 

Town Hall and one to the 

British Horological Institute and 

is currently displayed at their 

respective show rooms. 

Queen’s Birthday Honours 2015
Three soldiers and a retired officer from the Brigade of Gurkhas were 

granted honours in the Queen’s Birthday Honours List 2015.

The honours, announced on 12 June 15, included three Commander 

Land Force’s Commendations and an OBE:

Officer of the Most Excellent Order of the British Empire (OBE)

 Brigadier John Anderson (Chairman Gurkha Brigade Association) 

 - in recognition of his service with the Gurkha Brigade and  

its associations.

Commander Land Force’s Commendation

 SSgt Vinodkumar Shrestha QG Signals (2 Sig Gp, 11 Sig Regt) 

- in recognition of his service with the Queen’s Gurkha Signals 

Association as the Gurkha Secretary and Gurkha Support Worker for 

local Veteran Contact Point VCP) in Nuneaton and Warwickshire.

 Sgt Khagendra Tamang QG Signals (246 Gurkha Signal 

Squadron, 2 Signal Regiment) - in recognition of his outstanding 

performance on shooting for the last twelve years.

 Sgt Sajan Limbu RGR (2 RGR A Coy) - in recognition of his 

outstanding effort that was shown during OP COMET (Glasgow 

Commonwealth Games 2014)
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EXERCISE 
AUSANGATE TIGER 15
By Cpl Naresh Khapung, QG Signals
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Tambomachay, Ollantaytambo and Maras 

Moray. During the training, they reached 

altitudes of 3850m that started to take the toll 

with a few of the members who showed minor 

symptoms of altitude sickness, which improved 

over time. 

 The main part of the expedition included 

6 nights and 7 days of trekking through 

some of the most beautiful and untouched 

landscapes of South America. Day 5 of the 

expedition saw the start of the team’s assault 

on the Andean range around Mt Ausangate. 

After a full day drive up to our first camp 

site, Pacchanta (4250m), the team had the 

opportunity to have a quick dip in the natural 

hot springs whilst being surrounded by the 

spectacular scenery. Unfortunately altitude 

sickness is completely arbitrary in whom it 

affects and at what level and shortness of 

breath, headaches and nausea were the 

main villains hindering the great trekking 

experience. They managed to get to the first 

camp at Laguna Senca (4750m) on their 

own feet. An easy second day (6hrs or so) 

saw them arrive at Unopalca (4920m) and 

the campsite for the night was at the base 

of Condor pass, the highest point of the 

expedition and the main challenge for the 

following day. 

 The Condor Pass (5275m), the highest 

point of the trek was tackled on day 4 with 

some rare sights making up for more members 

of the team being hit by altitude sickness, 

forcing them to use bottled oxygen The day 

finished at Murmurani (4870m) located next 

to Sibinacocha Lagoon, a huge majestic 

30km long alpine lake. Trek day 5 was spent 

navigating around the lagoon, enjoying the 

stunning scenery of the surrounding glaciers 

and the relief that the hardest part was behind 

the team. 

 On the return trek the team got to 

see the famed Machu Picchu, the ancient 

spiritual capital of the Inca empire, 

undiscovered until 1911. It is a UNESCO 

world heritage site built on a mountain in the 

Amazon Jungle and only recently made it to 

the list of Seven Wonders of the World. 

A team of Gurkhas from QG Signals 

went to Peru for a Level 3, 

very high altitude adventurous 

training and trekking expedition in Peru 

in March and April 2015.

 Ex AUSANGATE TIGER 15 saw Capt 

Kedar Rai lead the team of 11 soldiers 

of 11th (Royal School of Signals) Signal 

Regiment into the mountainous region 

in Peru, one of the most impressive 

geographical countries in the world. 

 Two days of acclimatisation training in 

Cusco, where some of the team were already 

suffering from the altitude, gave the team a 

chance to see some of Peru’s historical sites 

from both the Inca and the later Spanish 

settlers with the main sites located throughout 

the Sacred Valley such as Sacsayhuaman, 
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On Thursday 11 June a ceremony took place at the 

National Memorial Arboretum in Staffordshire to unveil 

the Bastion Memorial Wall. This was a moving occasion 

attended by senior dignitaries including HRH Prince Harry and 

the Prime Minister. 

 A number of Next of Kin of officers and soldiers from the Brigade 

of Gurkhas who lost their lives in Afghanistan attended and were 

hosted by Colonel Brigade of Gurkhas and officers and soldiers from 

the RGR and QGE. On conclusion of the ceremony the families and 

Brigade serving personnel were invited to meet Prince Harry who took 

time to speak with the Next of Kin.

 The group then visited the Bastion Memorial Wall on which are 

included all the names of those who died. Once families had found 

their respective names of their loved ones, the group moved to the 

Gurkha Chautara for a time of quiet reflection and photographs 

before the day drew to a close.

Bastion Memorial Wall 
Rededication at the 
National Memorial 

Arboretum



Queen’s Truncheon 
presented to 
Her Majesty 

The Queen’s Truncheon was presented to Her 

Majesty, Queen Elizabeth II, at Buckingham Palace 

as part Gurkha 200 celebrations on Wednesday  

10 June 2015. 

 The Truncheon Party was led by the Truncheon Jemadar, 

Captain Dillikumar Rai, who was joined in the Buckingham 

Palace Bow Room by Colonel James Robinson ,Colonel of the 

Brigade of Gurkhas and Deputy Colonel of the Royal Gurkha 

Rifles, the Commanding Officers and Gurkha Majors of 1RGR 

and 2RGR as well as two members of the 2nd Goorkha Rifles 

Regimental Association, Lieutenant General Sir Peter Duffell KCB 

CBE MC and Brigadier Bruce Jackman OBE MC. 

 Colonel Robinson accompanied Her Majesty and explained 

the history and significance of the Truncheon and indicated 

where a new ring had been added denoting the date of the 

latest presentation. 

His Royal Highness, The Prince of Wales, Colonel-in-Chief of 

the Royal Gurkha Rifles, was also in attendance and went on to 

have a private meeting with the Gurkha soldiers after the initial 

ceremony while Captain Dilli and Colonel Robinson were also 

interviewed for a documentary about Her Majesty The Queen. 

 This was the sixth time the Truncheon has been presented 

to Her Majesty, who first requested to see it shortly after her 

Coronation in 1953. 

 The history of the Truncheon stems back to when the 

Sirmoor Battalion was awarded an honourary colour for their 

bravery and service at the Siege of Delhi in 1857. 

 When the Sirmoors became a rifle regiment however, the 

colour was replaced by a Truncheon as rifle regiments did not 

carry colours at the time. 

 When the Royal Gurkha Rifles were formed out of 2, 6, 

7 and 10 Gurkha Rifles in 1994 they took over the honour of 

keeping the Truncheon which now resides in Shorncliffe with 

the UK Royal Gurkha Rifles battalion.
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Gurkha Staff and Personnel Support 

(GSPS) Company celebrated its 4th 

formation anniversary  on Sat, 20 

June 15 in Bramcote, Nuneaton. The event 

included two days of celebration. The first 

day was summarized with GSPS Golfers 

competing for the GSPS Golf trophy 

which was then followed by a messing 

to all those who arrived a day before the 

main event.

 As every year, the main day started with 

a forum where SO2 SPS and the OC GSPS 

briefed all the present GSPS members about 

MS and current GSPS updates. This was then 

immediately followed by football matches.  

2 RGR and QG Signals team managed to make 

their way to the finals. The Guest of Honour, 

Brigadier Burns (Col GSPS) and his family arrived 

at 1400 hrs to be welcomed by OC GSPS and 

GM QG Signals accompanied by a Piper who 

added a pleasant tune to the occasion.

 The final match concluded with a 4 - 2 

win by 2 RGR over QG Signals. The weather 

was not at all supportive to the players and the 

spectators as it showered all day. Luckily, the 

organisers had managed to setup handful of 

tents which turned out to be very useful. 

 The evening started with some 

entertainment programmes from the in-house 

talents in the Himali Bar. The organisers had 

Gurkha Staff and 
Personnel Support Company 
celebrates its 4th Anniversary
From the Editor

The day before the Brigade of 

Gurkhas and the British public 

were celebrating the 200th 

birthday of Gurkhas serving the Crown. 

But on 25th April 2015 a devastating 

earthquake struck Nepal followed by 

many aftershocks and another major 

quake on 12th May. 

 These were not the first earthquakes 

to affect Nepal. The Himalayas are there 

because Nepal sits astride a geological “fault 

line” and as the Indian sub-continent to the 

south moves towards and into Asia it pushes 

up the greatest mountains in the world.

 At 14:13 on 15th January 1934 there was 

an 8.0 earthquake in east Nepal. Such was its 

destructive power that 60% of the buildings in 

Kathmandu were destroyed or badly damaged. 

Bhaktapur was particularly badly affected - as 

it had been in 1833 when there was another 

bad earthquake. Damage occurred as far west 

as Pokhara, but the worst destruction was east 

of Kathmandu around Dharan. It was said that 

the Gods in the Mountains were furious at 

two aeroplanes which had flown over Mount 

Everest a few months before and that Nepal 

was shaken in anger. As a result the ruler of 

Nepal refused to allow any flying over Nepal 

until 1939.

put in a lot of effort to set up the beautiful 

bar for the dinner and the food was tasty as 

it could be. The evening concluded with OC 

GSPS congratulating all the GSPS promotees 

for the year 14/15 and a cocktail dance to 

wrap up the whole event. All in all, a great 

event and a well deserved appreciation to the 

organisers (SSgt Surendra Limbu Lingden, Cpl 

Bhisma Jabegu, LCpl Sangam Gurung and 

everyone who helped them).

Jai GSPS
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The Gurkha Museum 
A short history of the past and recent 
Nepal Earthquakes  

 Earthquakes were not confined to 

Nepal and various Gurkha regiments found 

themselves serving in cantonments struck by 

this natural disaster. On 12th June 1897 an 

earthquake hit Shillong where 42nd Gurkha 

Rifles (later 6GR) were stationed. Two Gurkhas 

were killed and many injured. Damage to 

buildings was enormous and the Officer’s Mess 

was destroyed with most of the Mess silver. 

The remains were recovered, melted down and 

recast into a 42nd Gurkha Rifles centrepiece, 

now with The Royal Gurkha Rifles.

 During the night of 30th/31st May 1935, 

a massive quake destroyed Quetta. Much 

gallantry was shown that night by soldiers 

of 2/8th Gurkha Rifles who were stationed 

there; three Gurkhas being decorated 

for gallantry. Naik Nandlal Thapa for “his 

disregard of danger [when] ten people 

were rescued at considerable risk”. Lance 

Naik Chitrabahadur Gurung for “unceasing 

work carried out under very dangerous 

circumstances” and Rfn Harkbir Thapa 

digging with a kukri and his hands rescued 

three children from collapsed buildings “at 

considerable risk to his life.” 

 On 21st August 1988 there was yet 

another earthquake in Nepal. This time the 

epicentre was near Dharan which destroyed 

or damaged 90% of the buildings. British 

Gurkhas Nepal, at that time based in Dharan, 

immediately set about rescuing those 

trapped by rubble, effecting relief operations 

and admitting injured to the British Military 

Hospital. Such was their contribution that 

the 1989 Wilkinson Sword of Peace was 

awarded to BGN for having made “an 

outstanding contribution to furthering the 

relationship between Britain and Nepal by 

their exemplary response…”

 Each time earthquakes have hit Nepal or 

destroyed the homes of Gurkha regiments 

based elsewhere there has been bravery in 

saving lives, fortitude in dealing with the 

destruction and the hardship that follows 

and a resilience to recover and move forward 

from the effects of one of Nature’s most 

destructive events.

Damaged buildings in Dharan earthquake 1988

Dharahara or Bhim Sen tower partially 
destroyed in 1934
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The British Forces Brunei Cricket Club  
won the Panaga 6 A side charity 
cricket competition. They managed 
to raise more than BND 3000 for the 
victims of the Nepal Earthquake.

Cpl Mimlal Thapa GSPS, 
founder and the Captain of the 
British Forces Brunei Cricket Club 

PARBATESPORT
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British Forces Brunei
Cricket Club wins the 
Panaga 6-A side 
charity cricket tournament

SPORT
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British Forces Brunei Cricket Club (BFB CC) was first formed 

at the end of 2013 consisting of the budding players from 

1RGR and the Brunei Garrison support troops after Gurkha 

Lions (cricket team from 2RGR) left Brunei in August 2013. The 

club was formed with the intention to be called as BFB CC so 

that it becomes the official team of the Brunei resident Battalion 

and the Garrison support troops. The club faced many difficulties 

just like any other young clubs but has managed to overcome all 

difficulties and is starting to get popular in Brunei.  

 Recently BFB CC played a vital role in supporting 6 a side charity 

cricket tournament organised by the Panaga cricket club to generate 

funds for the Nepal earthquake relief fund. Along with helping to 

generate funds for the worthy cause, BFB CC also entered a team 

into the competition and managed to top the leader board after 

beating some very good teams in the competition and was crowned 

after beating a very strong side, Panaga cricket club in the finals. His 

Excellency the British High commissioner to Brunei Mr David Campbell 

and the Defence attaché to Brunei, Col Mike Page were the guests of 

honour for the event. A sum of BND 3172.00 was raised towards the 

relief fund including online and offline donations which was handed 

over to Maj Chandrabahadur Pun, GM 1RGR by the treasurer of the 

Panaga cricket section Mr Alan Ennis on 19 May 2015.



By Pte Santosh Rai QOGLR

“The Intake 5-A side football tournament”  was organised by 

10 QOGLR to raise funds for the victims of Nepal Earthquake. 

Excitement and expectations.                   

 10 teams participated in the tournament with a spirit of rivalry and 

played out in a disciplined manner. Intake 13/14 won the tournament, 

beating Boys 11(Intake 11) in the final. Pte Bishal Gurung became the 

top scorer, scoring 8 goals and Pte Sandip Gurung was awarded the best 

player of the tournament. 

 Nepalese cuisine and food stalls were the attractions of the day 

which helped to generate funds too. The organisers managed to 

raise £518.25  for the Gurkha Welfare Trust for which they wish to 

thank Gurkha Villa Restaurant, Agni unisex Salon, Namuna Salon and 

Everest Money.                                                                  

G200 Charity 5-A-Side 
Football Tournament
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