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The Gurkha Museum has teamed up with Royal Mail 
to produce a special commemorative 

Gurkha 200 Stamp Collection.
This Commemorative Sheet traces the history of this famed fighting force who have served the British 
Crown for 200 years. Gurkhas have played a vital part in British military operations since the raising of 

the first Gurkha regiments in 1815.

Originally part of the British Indian Army, they fought Pathans on the frontiers, dacoits in Burma 
and mutineers in India. With six battalions on the Western Front, four in Gallipoli and others in 

Mesopotamia, Egypt, Palestine, Persia and Salonika, Gurkhas were prominent in the First World War, 
and similarly so in the Second World War, where they served in North Africa, Italy, Malaya and Burma.

After 1947, Gurkha regiments were divided between the armies of independent India and Britain, 
with British Gurkhas in the forefront of operations in Malaya and Borneo, and subsequently taking 

part in the Falklands campaign, and more recently in Bosnia, Kosovo, East Timor, Sierra Leone, 
Iraq and Afghanistan. Ten stamps illustrate the history of Gurkhas from 1815 in the foothills of the 
Himalayas to recent operations in Afghanistan and the work of the Gurkha Welfare Trust. It is in 

limited edition of 7500 and can be purchased online via:  www.royalmail.com 

Front Cover - 1 RGR Piper, LCpl Amar Pun in action at the 70th anniversary of the VJ Day in Horse Guards Parade, London.
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04  VJ Day 70th Anniversary

      Gurkhas march in London to mark the 70th Anniversary of VJ Day.

08  Brecon Freedom Parade

 The 30th Brecon Freedom Parade celebrated by Gurkha Wing Mandalay.                       

10 Freedom of York

 Queen’s Gurkha Signals celebrates receiving the Freedom of the City of York.

12 Senior Staff changes at British Gurkhas Nepal (BGN)

 BGN welcomes new Commander, Gurkha Major and DCOS.

16 2015 - A year of glory for 1 RGR

 1 RGR success in Bisley, Nepal Cup, Trailwalker and much more.

18 Nepal Earthquake Fundraising

 The Brigade of Gurkhas at the centre of huge British Fundraising effort. 

23 Gurkha Chefs at the G200 Pageant

 An insight into the experience of the Gurkha Chefs working at the Royal 

Hospital Chelsea event.

24  Sports

 2 RGR and QOGLR reach new high in Army Cricket.
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A full dress rehearsal for the 
Gurkha 200 Bandar Parade was 
held at Taman Hj Sir Muda Omar 
‘Ali Saifuddien on 8 Oct. Full 
Story about G200 Bandar will be 
published on the next edition. 
For more news about G200 Bandar, 
visit: www.gurkhabde.com

The new Gurkha Memorial on 
the Ypres walls commemorates 
hundreds of Gurkha soldiers who 
fought and died at Ypres, especially 
on the 27th April 1915 
at Pilkem Ridge.



Dashain is upon us once again. Another year has passed 

and it has been a monumental year for the Brigade. 

The bicentenary of our service to the Crown this year 

marks a crucial milestone in our history and it is proper that we 

reflect on this significant achievement and more. We continue 

to excel in all that we do and our professional excellence adds 

to the Gurkha reputation. However, we should equally remind 

ourselves of the fact that we derive strengths from our distinct 

cultural identity. It is our duty to uphold and maintain it by 

embracing every opportunity available and Dashain offers just 

one such an opportunity.

 Nepal was hit by a dreadful natural disaster this year. Several 

thousands of lives were lost and homes destroyed in the April 

earthquake. The Brigade’s response was swift and it was humbling 

to see so many of our serving personnel and families engaged 

in their collective effort to raise money and send provisions in 

support of the relief work which still remains on-going. Our deepest 

sympathy remains with all those affected and I thank you all for your 

outstanding contribution.

 The Brigade has delivered significant and valued good work 

throughout its contribution to the Army as a force for good. Our 

reputational stock is high and we are valued as an effective military 

organisation designed for operations in any theatre in which the 

British Army is involved. Our priority must be to continue to deliver 

the high standards of operational effectiveness for which the Brigade 

is renowned. We have, as always, many demands ahead of us in 

2015. But our reputation could not be higher and we must keep 

it that way. This means maintaining the high levels of discipline, 

humility, professional output and character that our forefathers are 

famous for. 

Col BG’s 
Dashain Message 
Col Brigade of Gurkhas sends his 
Dashain wishes to all the serving 
Gurkhas around the Brigade.

 Dashain is a time to focus on our families and thank them for the 

love and support that they give us. To you goes our deepest gratitude 

and affection. Your strength and fortitude enables us to be who we are 

- Gurkha soldiers - knowing that we are supported by our families and, 

within that, I want to acknowledge our ex-servicemen and their families 

who have chosen to join us here in the UK. It is good to see our old 

friends again and welcome you back to your Brigade family in the UK.

 I mentioned our important milestone at the outset. The Gurkha 200 

celebration calendar was dominated by a number of high-profile events 

held in the UK, Nepal and around the world. These events provided the 

Brigade with a unique opportunity for exposure thereby enhancing our 

reputation further. I thank you all for your active support.

 To all members of our Brigade, young and old, our soldiers and 

their families - both near and far - I send you my warmest wishes for 

a happy Dashain, and a peaceful but fulfilling year ahead. I wish you 

all a joyful Dashain and prosperous Tihar 2015.
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70th anniversary 
of VJ Day in London
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Her Majesty The Queen and The Duke of Edinburgh joined 

the Prime Minister and former prisoners of war at a 

remembrance service at St Martin-in-the-Fields church in 

London while The Prince of Wales and the Duchess of Cornwall 

joined hundreds of veterans and their families, along with 

current members of the Armed Forces, to take part in a national 

tribute to veterans of World War 2 held in London to mark the 

70th Anniversary of VJ Day; the end of the war in the Far East.

 A contingent from the Brigade of Gurkhas represented the British 

Army for a special commemoration held on Horse Guards Parade 

marking the 70th Anniversary of VJ Day on 15 Aug. Major Jason 

Buckley, Chief of Staff HQBG, led the marching troops of the Brigade. 

 The event began with a spectacular flypast of current and historic 

aircraft before the Prince of Wales and the Prime Minister laid wreaths 

on behalf of the nation.

 Veterans, Civilian Internees, their descendants and families 

marched proudly along Whitehall to Westminster Abbey, cheered on 

by spectators lining the route. For the final part of the parade route 

they were flanked by serving members of the Brigade of Gurkhas.
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History File

VJ Day marks a significant anniversary for many of 

our Gurkha veterans, coming precisely 70 years 

after Japan accepted the terms of the Potsdam 

Declaration on 15 August 1945. 

 Despite the ultimate influence of factors such as the atomic 

bomb and alliance surrender in Europe, victory in the Pacific was 

long in coming and hard fought, deep in enemy territory where 

resources were stretched and the terrain unforgiving.

Gurkha action in the Eastern theatres
Gurkha troops played a key role in the Eastern theatres of war, 

making use of their unique martial skill-set to harass the enemy 

whilst on the move, most notably in South East Asia. In his book 

“Britain’s Gurkhas”, military historian Brigadier Christopher 

Bullock estimates that around 35,000 Gurkhas fought in Burma 

alone. Indeed, 22 Gurkha Battalions and two Gurkha Para 

Battalions received the Battle Honour “Burma 1942-45”.

Nine VCs were awarded to
Gurkha regiments in Burma 
An incredible nine Victoria Crosses were awarded to Gurkha 

soldiers for acts of valour during the Burma campaign, 

with seven going to Nepalese soldiers and two to British officers.

Cpl Chandra Bahadur 

Garbuja fought with the 

3rd Gurkha Rifles Regiment 

in Burma. He was one of the 

unfortunate number trapped 

on the wrong side of Sittang 

Bridge in February 1942. 

 Captured by the Japanese, 

he was sent to the infamous 

Prisoner of War camp in Rangoon 

and spent nearly three years 

suffering its horrors. 

 Eventually he was able to 

escape and smuggle intelligence 

back to the Army HQ in Manipur.  

 By this time the war was 

nearly over and Chandra soon 

returned to his home district 

of Myagdi, where he grew old 

working in the fields. Chandra 

remembers the deep relief of 

learning that the war had ended, 

knowing that he would not risk 

returning to the horrors 

of Rangoon.

Burma Veteran 
Cpl Chandra Bahadur Garbuja 
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Brecon Freedom Parade 2015 
 Ever since the arrival of Gurkhas in Brecon, they have 

played an important role in the local community and have 

become an integral part of the society. In recognition 

of their service to the community the Town Council of 

Brecon awarded the GDC Honorary Citizenship of Brecon 

to the Company on 21 Nov 1985.

 To mark the occasion, the first parade known as the 

Brecon Freedom Parade was held on 03 May 1986, and 

the tradition has continued ever since. The Company 

was re-titled as a Gurkha Company (Mandalay) on Sep 

2004. On 9 Jan 2014, the Company was reduced to 

a wing with 40 Gurkhas and additional 20 across the 

Training Support Division. However, due to the added 

responsibilities the current strength has since then 

increased to 67 Gurkha Personnel.

Sgt Bijay Limbu GSPS

Gurkha Wing Mandalay celebrated the 30th 

annual Freedom Parade in Brecon on Sun 2 

Aug with a march through the town centre. 

They were joined by The Band of The Brigade of 

Gurkhas and the Pipers as residents of the Welsh town 

lined the streets to celebrate the anniversary of the 

Honorary Citizenship granted in 1985. 

 The event included a parade, traditional dances from 

children and wives of Gurkha soldiers, and a Kukri Dance. 

Captain Dhalindrabahadur KC, the 2IC of Training Support 

Division, had the honour of being the Parade Commander.

 The Gurkhas first came to serve in Brecon in 1974, 

however it was not until 12 Dec 1980 that a Company 

with a total strength of 85 formed up. They were known 

as the Gurkha Demonstration Company (GDC) under the 

old NCO’s Tactical Wing.
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Queen’s Gurkha Signals 
march to celebrate 
Freedom of York 

Soldiers from the Queen’s Gurkha 

Signals received the Freedom of the 

City of York on Tuesday 8 September 

making Gurkha 200 even more special.

 The parade consisted of 40 members of 

the Queen’s Gurkha Signals and 120 soldiers 

from 2 Signal Regiment based at Imphal 

Barracks in Fulford.

 The troops marched through the city with 

bayonets fixed and Kukris on their belts to the 

music from the Band of the Queen’s Division.  

 They were inspected by military and civic 

dignitaries led by the Lord Mayor of York and the 

Master of Signals, Major General Nick Pope CBE, 

Colonel QG Signals.

 While the soldiers exercised their Freedom of 

the City, the guests and public were entertained 

by a traditional Gurkha Kukri dance featuring 

dancers wielding the iconic Nepalese sharp knives 

for which they are famous, accompanied by four 

Gurkha pipers and a drummer.

 Lieutenant Colonel Niall Stokoe, 

Commanding Officer of 30 Signal Regiment and 

Commander Queen’s Gurkha Signals, said:   

“Today marks a singular honour as Queen’s 

Gurkha Signals, for today is our day where 

we are recognised by the people and the city 

of York and granted the Freedom of one of 

this country’s most historic cities.

“It is a singular honour for me as 

Commander of Queens Gurkha Signals 

to receive this Freedom and it will be an 

honour for this Regiment as we march 

through the city.”
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The top 10 units in the Inter Unit 
Operational Shooting Championship 
1. 1 RGR A Team
2. 2 RGR
3. 22 Signal Regt
4. Gurkha Coy Sittang
5. 2 Signal Regt
6. 30 Signal Regt
7. 10 QOGLR
8. 1 RGR B Team
9. 21 Signal Regt
10. SASC

The top 10 Army Shooters: 
1. Sgt Khagendra Tamang (QG Signals)
2. LCpl Dhan Ghale (1 RGR)
3. LCpl D Stanton (4 Rifles)
4. LCpl Sudin Gurung (QG Signals)
5. Sgt Som Chhantyal (1 RGR)
6. Capt Dilip Gurung (Gurkha Coy Sittang)
7. Sgt Sekendra Gurung (QG Signals)
8. Bdr S Gowin ATC (RA)
9. Rfn Tej Paija (1 RGR)
10. Rfn Amit Gurung (2 RGR)
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BGN’s new Commander, 
Col Ian Logan

British Gurkhas Nepal 

gave a grand farewell 

to the outgoing BGN 

Commander, Col Sean Harris 

on 15 July. 

 He held three major 

appointments in Nepal during his 

tenure; Defence Attaché British 

Embassy Kathmandu, Commander 

British Gurkhas Nepal and Director 

of the Gurkha Welfare Scheme.

 All serving personnel and 

Locally Employed Civilians of BGN 

gathered at the Officer Mess with 

the piper. The Guard of Honour 

then paid their compliments 

before the Commander inspected 

the parade. He then thanked 

everyone in BGN for supporting 

him and organising the farewell 

function.

LCpl Khusdil

khada and flowers to see off the 

Commander and his family.

 As has always been a tradition 

in the Brigade of Gurkhas; all the 

Officers and the SNCOs towed the 

Commander up to the guardroom 

on a decorated Landover led by 

British Gurkhas Nepal bids farewell to Commander, Col SPF Harris OBE 
and welcomes Col Ian Logan as the new Commander

BGN had the privilege to welcome 

their new Commander, Col Ian Logan 

on 1st September. He was welcomed 

to BGN by the new DCOS and GM at a 

formal reception on 1 September 2015.

 Colonel Logan joined the Army in 1986 

and was initially commissioned into The 

Royal Tank Regiment. As a Junior Officer 

he held appointments as Reconnaissance 

Officer, Intelligence Officer and Operations 

Officer. In 1996, he commanded a Squadron 

in Germany and Northern Ireland. He was 

posted to the Combined Arms Field Training 

Group in 1998 to command the newly 

formed Tactical Engagement Simulation 

Training Advisory Team.

 In 1999 Colonel Logan attended the Joint 

Command and Staff Course in Bracknell, 

transferring to The Royal Gurkha Rifles (RGR) as 

a permanent cadre officer in 2000. He served 

as a Company Commander with the 

1st Battalion in Brunei and Sierra Leone.

 From 2002-2004 he served as a Staff 

Officer in Headquarters Northern Ireland.

 In 2004 he returned to regimental duty in 

Brunei as Battalion Second in Command. He 

deployed with the 2nd Battalion to Afghanistan 

in 2005 initially as Chief of Staff of the UK 

Provincial Reconstruction Team, then as Military 

Assistant to the Deputy Commanding General 

Combined Forces Command Afghanistan. 

 In 2006 he served as the Chief of Staff of 

Headquarters Brigade of Gurkhas (HQ BG), 

where he was responsible for implementing the 

MOD Review of Gurkha Terms and Conditions 

of Service.

 He was promoted to Lieutenant Colonel in 

2007 and served on the MOD policy staff of the 

Assistant Chief of Defence Staff for Logistics 

Operations. In 2009 he was seconded to 

work on a number of studies for the Strategic 

Defence Review. In 2010 he was assigned to 

the Army Command and Control Development 

Centre in Warminster where he was responsible 

for Concepts and Doctrine. 

 From 2012 to 2014 he was Commandant 

of the Military Corrective Training Centre, and 

Commanding Officer of the Military Provost 

Staff Regiment.In 2014 he was selected 

for promotion and took over his current 

appointment as Defence Attaché Kathmandu, 

Commander British Gurkhas Nepal and Director 

of the Gurkha Welfare Scheme in August 2015. 

 He is married to Edwina and they have 

three children. Grace (21) has graduated from 

the Royal Agricultural College and is employed 

at the All England Show Jumping Course 

at Hickstead. Ruairi (20) is a Royal Engineer 

Geographic Technician serving in 42 Engr Regt. 

Freya (17) is a sixth form student at Leweston 

School in Dorset.

 With his family he has travelled extensively 

through South East Asia including visits to 

Australia; Borneo; Cambodia; Nepal; New 

Zealand; Malaysia; Singapore and Thailand.

 His interests include deer management. 

He has recently handed over as the Secretary 

for Defence Deer Management, which is an 

organisation of 300 MOD Crown Servants 

who manage deer on behalf of the UK 

MOD over some 240,000 hectares of the UK 

Defence Estate.
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Officer (Admin) in British Embassy, 

Kathmandu. His Grade 2 Staff 

jobs have included SO2 GTACOS 

Implementation and DCOS 

HQBG in 2007, Assistant Military 

Attaché/ Military Liaison Officer in 

the British Embassy Kathmandu, 

Chief of Staff HQ Brigade of 

Gurkhas - the first Gurkha Officer 

to take over this prestigious and 

challenging job and more recently, 

Deputy Chief of Staff HQ Brigade 

of Gurkhas. His operational tours 

have included Op PALATINE in the 

Former Republic of Yugoslavia and 

also deployment to Sierra Leone 

on Op KEELING in February 03. 

 Major Bijayant is married to 

Rashmi and they have three boys. 

Away from work, his interests 

include travelling to new places, 

reading and the occasional round 

of golf.

Maj Bijayant Sherchan 

assumed the 

appointment of Deputy Chief 

of Staff HQ Brigade of Gurkhas 

in August 2015. 

 This is Major Bijayant 

Sherchan’s third tour with HQ 

British Gurkhas Nepal, having 

done a stint as Staff Officer 

(Admin) and Staff Military Attaché 

in British Embassy Kathmandu. 

 Maj Bijayant Sherchan enlisted 

into the Brigade of Gurkhas on 

12 February 1982 at British 

Gurkhas Pokhara. On completion 

of Basic Military Training in Hong 

Kong he joined the Queen’s 

Gurkha Signals as a Military Clerk 

and subsequently transferred to 

the Royal Gurkha Rifles on its 

formation on 1 July 1994.

 Since commissioning in 

November 1999, he has been 

employed in a variety of roles at 

Regimental Duty as well as on 

ERE. They have included heading 

the Gurkha Reinforcement 

Company Coordination Cell within 

Soldier Wing 2 (Gurkha) and as 

the Detachment Commander in 2 

RGR in December 2001 and Staff 

Major Prakash Gurung 

enlisted into the Brigade 

of Gurkhas on 09 February 

1986 at the recruiting Centre 

Pokhara, Nepal. 

 After completion of recruit 

training in Hong Kong, he 

joined A Company, 6th Queen 

Elizabeth’s Own Gurkha Rifles as 

a Rifleman. Following the Gurkha 

Regiments amalgamation in 

1994, he was re-capbadged to 

1st Battalion the Royal Gurkha 

Rifles and was assigned to Recce 

Platoon in Brunei.

 After serving through 

various ranks he was assigned to 

Gurkha Company Catterick as an 

Instructor in 2000. On promotion 

to CSgt, he assumed the role 

of Company Quarter Master 

Sergeant of B Company, 1 RGR in 

Sierra Leone. He has deployed to 

Bosnia three times; as a Platoon 

Sergeant in 1999, as a Company 

Sergeant Major in 2003 and as 

the Regimental Sergeant Major of 

1 RGR in 2005. 

 He was commissioned as Lt 

(QGO) on 2 April 2007 however 

with the changes to GTACOS, he 

was soon promoted to Captain 

on 01 October the same year 

which followed his deployment to 

Afghanistan on Op HERRICK 7 as 

Platoon Commander B Company, 

1 RGR. Then, he was assigned to 

Gurkha Company (Sittang) for two 

years as a Platoon Commander 

in support of Royal Military 

Academy Sandhurst. On return 

to Regimental Duty in 2011, he 

deployed to Afghanistan for the 

second time on Op HERRICK 17 

in an advisory role to the Afghan 

National Army, Kandak whilst he 

was the 2IC of Support Company, 

1 RGR.

 During his long and fruitful 

career, he has seen service in Hong 

Kong, Brunei, Malaysia, Thailand, 

Belize, Kenya, Sierra Leon, Bosnia 

and Afghanistan. He was the 

Regimental Career Management 

Officer in 1 RGR in 2014 and 

recently completed a successful 

tour with HQBG as SO3 Plans 

where he was also carrying out the 

duties of Gurkha Orderly Officer 

for Her Majesty The Queen. On 

promotion to Major, he has now 

assumed the role of Gurkha Major 

British Gurkhas Nepal.

 Maj Prakash is married to 

Amrita and has 2 daughters and 

1 son. He enjoys walking on 

the hills as well as playing most 

sports, particularly, a round of 

golf in his leisure time. 

Incoming Deputy Chief of Staff 
HQ British Gurkhas Nepal
Major Bijayant Sherchan GSPS

Incoming Gurkha Major 
Major Prakash Gurung MVO RGR

Outgoing Gurkha Major Tow Out

As per the Gurkha tradition, a tow 

out was organised in Kathmandu 

to bid farewell to Maj Manoj 

Mohara and his family after completion 

of his successful tour as the Gurkha 

Major of BGN. 

 The event was attended by all Mess 

members and the outgoing GM and his family 

 “We say goodbyes to many but the 

ceremony to bid farewell to the father figure 

of the Gurkha soldiers is unique and grand 

which has been continuing from years and is 

part of our great tradition.

 We wish Manoj Saheb best of luck in 

his new post as Assistant Military Attaché in 

Defence Section, British Embassy Kathmandu.” 

said LCpl Khusdil.

were greeted by Senior Officers, and Maj 

Manoj and his family were given khadas and 

flowers outside the Mess. 

 During the tow out, all Locally Employed 

Civilians lined the road leading to the Guard 

Room along which the traditional decorated 

Land Rover was towed by Officers and SNCOs 

led by the Piper.
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1. Infantry Battle School Operational 
Shooting Competition (IBSOSC - 
2015) - The winning team (Trg Sp 
Div) with Maj S Lawrence (OC TSD) 
& Capt Dhalindra KC (2IC TSD).

2. G200 BG Squash Team warm up 
match in Royal Artillery Lincoln 
Challenge 2015 on 27 Sep. 

3.  10 QOGLR Cricket Team secured  
second position in the RLC T20 2015.

4. Training Team Force Commander 
Col Dr Haffner (German Air Force) 
and OC Op NEWCOMBE 6A Maj 
RWA Roylance 1RGR lay the 
wreaths at the Delhi memorial on 
Op NEWCOMBE 6A in Mali.

5. LSGC Medal & GOC commendation 
recipients and their families with 
GOC HQ Sp Comd, 

 Maj Gen R J A Stanford MBE 
 at British Gurkhas Nepal.

6. (& 10) Recruit Intake 15 in action  
during their Final Tactical Exercise 

 in Catterick.

7. 250 Gurkha Signal Squadron on 
an educational visit to the Gurkha 
Museum.

8.  Prince of Wales Kukri  winners: Capt 
Kajiman Limbu MC 2004, WO2 
Genendra Rai 2008, WO2 Jiwan 
Gurung 2012 & 2015 and Sgt Sanjip 
Rai 2013.

9. The Massed Pipes & Drums from the 
Brigade of Gurkhas performing at 
the Edinburgh Military Tattoo.

8
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1st Battalion The Royal Gurkha Rifles Champion Company 2015

Pictures of 1 RGR Battalion HQ personnel with their Champion’s Trophies

Trailwalker 2015 Winner - 1 RGRBrigade of Gurkhas Golf Tournament 2015 Champions - 1 RGR

Nepal Cup 2015 Winners - 1 RGR

The Champion Company Trophy 

1 RGR is awarded annually to 

the company which aggregates 

the highest scores of several individual 

competitions throughout the year. The 

competitions held this year were the 

Roberts Cup (Shooting), the Bullock Trophy 

(Military Skills) and the Wallace Memorial 

Trophy (Sports).

 The Roberts Cup is an annual Shooting 

Competition that was initiated by Brigadier 

A J P Bourne when he was the Commanding 

Officer of 1 RGR. The shooting meet was a 

three-day event held between 2 - 4 Mar. The 

meet consisted of the following matches - The 

Short Rural Contact Assessment, the Casualty 

Evacuation and the modified PARA Cup (2 

Mile run followed by a 25 meter range shoot). 

After three days of competitive shooting, the 

result of the competition ended with HQ Coy 

coming in 5th, C Coy coming in 4th followed 

by B Coy in 3rd. The difference between A & 

SP Company was a mere three points with A 

Company emerging victorious. 

 The Bullock Trophy was the second 

competition. It was held 27 - 28 Mar. Each 

company had four sections of eight men 

each working independently. This year the 

Bullock Trophy was conducted with the aim 

of sending the Champion section to the 

Cambrian Patrol Competition in Brecon, 

UK. The Bullock Trophy is a military skills 

test, challenging each section on their basic 

TTPs, field skills and fitness. The competition 

started with a two mile run followed by 

high board entry into the swimming pool. 

To conclude the two days of intense physical 

and mental assessment, a three mile run was 

conducted on the Telisai Training Area during 

the midday sun. The result of the Bullock 

Trophy was again very close. HQ Coy came 

in 5th, Sp Coy in 4th followed by C Coy in 

3rd. The difference between the top Coy and 

runner up was again a mere nine points with 

B Coy edging ahead of A Coy to become 

Bullock Trophy 2015 winners.

 The final competition was the Wallace 

Memorial Trophy (WMT). The WMT was a 

week long (13 July - 17 July) event featuring 

some of the major sports played by the 

Gurkhas. These were Football, Basketball, 

Volleyball, Swimming and Cross Country. 

Each company participated in the sporting 

events, including the Brunei Garrison Support 

Troops, making it a highly competitive week. 

By the end of the week, the result of the 

WMT was announced. As expected, the 

result of the WMT was again a close one. 

 HQ Coy came in 5th followed by C Coy 
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At the end of June 2015, more than 

52 units from the British Army 

and 4 International teams arrived 

at Bisley to take part in the Annual Army 

Operational Shooting Competition. 

 Memories of losing the Inter-Unit Team 

trophy last year made us even more motivated 

and committed to bring the trophy back 

to 1RGR this year. Due to the Battalion’s 

commitment towards G200, along with 

overseas exercises and commitments in 

Brunei, it was very hard for us to get the 

whole team together for training. Upon our 

arrival in the UK, three weeks prior to the 

competition, did we have the opportunity to 

train as a whole team.

 The 1 RGR shooting team was led by 

Lt Gardner Clarke and was fortunate to 

have experienced firers within all ranks. Sgt 

Som Chhantel (winner of Queens Medallist 

2013), as well as Cpl Prakash Gurung, Cpl 

Dhurba Roka, Cpl Santosh Gurung and Cpl 

Yamnarayan Pun (Top shot 2015 in 1RGR 

SAAM) gave new firers coaching and advice 

throughout training period. These little hints 

and tips slowly developed our shooting 

skills in preparation for the competition.  

 We trained daily, even on weekends, 

from morning till the evening. We used our 

limited time to become familiarized with the 

matches and better trained.

 The Queens Medal competition saw a 

1 RGR member, LCpl Dhan Bahadur Ghale, 

coming in 2nd of 500 shooters, with a near 

miss of 7 points differential between him 

and the top shooter. Rfn Tej Kumar Paija also 

performed well in his first appearance at Bisley, 

coming in 9th overall and winning trophies as a 

Class B Soldier, Young Soldier and Tyro. 

 Overall three soldiers from 1 RGR came in 

Top 10 while 11 soldiers from a pool of 500 

came in the Army Hundred. five soldiers from 

1 RGR will represent British Army Combat 

Shooting Team in 2015/16 which includes 

International SAAM in Canada, USA and 

Australia. 1 RGR showed great shooting skills 

this year by winning the Methuen Cup and 

Infantry Cup 2015.

in 4th, SP Coy in 3rd. B Coy again edged 

clear of A Coy in first place by a margin of 6 

points to retain their title of WMT 2015. 

 With all the competitions completed, the 

final order of merit for the Champion Company 

was announced after the conclusion of the 

WMT on the Parade Square of 1 RGR. The 

results were as follows:

Winner   - A Coy 

2nd Position  - B Coy 

3rd Position  - Sp Coy 

4th Position  - C Coy 

5th Position  - HQ Coy 

For the second consecutive year, there was a 

tie for the Champion Company spot but this 

year the tiebreaker for Champion Company 

was the combined score of the Bullock 

Trophy and Roberts Cup and hence, for the 

first time in 1 RGR history, A (Delhi) Company 

Sgt Som Chhantel shares his experience of Bisley 
Army Operational Shooting Championship 2015

became the Champion Company 2015. 

 It was certainly a moment to savour for 

A Coy and the Champion Company flag will 

proudly be held aloft in the Company Lines for 

the coming year. 

LCpl Bikal Gurung
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21 Platoon, Normandy Company were 

about to enter our final term of 

training at the Royal Military Academy 

Sandhurst when the earthquakes of 25th 

April and 12th May 2015 struck. With a 

close link to the Gurkhas, both through 

Colour Sergeant JP Gurung, the first 

Gurkha to ever instruct at Sandhurst, and 

Officer Cadet Ashutosh Rai, son of former 

RSM of 2RGR, Yubraj Rai, the platoon felt 

a very close link with the people of Nepal, 

and decided to do something to help. 

 Several ideas for fundraiser were 

mooted, including bench-pressing the height 

of Everest amongst others. One suggestion 

was to recreate the famous selection test 

taken by all Gurkha recruits, the Doko Run. 

It seemed like a good idea at the time, 

and CSgt Gurung was excited, so we went 

with it. We should have probably taken his 

excitement as a warning sign. 

 The race itself took place on 28th July 

2015, with the route crossing every hill that 

Barossa training area had to offer. The dokos 

for the event were certainly a novel experience, 

though the platoon remains unconvinced that 

they will replace the bergan any time soon. 

 The platoon crossed the finish line in a 

respectable 37 minutes, though we were 

quickly reminded that the real thing would be 

much hillier. 

 Fundraising took place both in and outside 

of the Academy and online, eventually raising 

nearly £2,500 for the Gurkha Welfare Trust. 

The platoon hopes this money will provide 

some help to those affected.

OCdt Matthew Winters

Sandhurst Cadets
raise money for 
Nepal Disaster Relief

Nepal Signal Troop 
(NST) involvements in 
Operation LAYLAND

Gurkha Company Catterick Permanent Staff and Recruits 
undertake physical challenges in the North 

Every year British Gurkhas Nepal (BGN) 

conducts the annual earthquake 

contingency drill for all the serving 

personnel as well as the Locally Employed 

Civilians (LEC) working within the camp. 

Unfortunately, this time it had happened 

to be a real one and our practice drill came 

into effect. 

 Nepal Signal Troop (NST), which comprises 

of 13 military personnel including Troop 

Officer Commanding (OC), played a vital role 

in providing the contingency communication 

support to all the Staff Officers working in 

BGN. NST were deployed instantly to setup 

the primary Ops room with the existing 

Communication and Information system 

facilities providing a working environment for 

the Officers. 

 Operation LAYLAND was named 

and initiated after the initial strike of the 

earthquake. NST personnel were actively 

involved in manning both the COMMCEN 

and the primary Ops room 24/7. Their main 

primary job inside the COMMCEN was to 

receive all the compassionate case reports 

and phone calls and pass it to the G1 cells. 

Similarly, inside the Primary Ops room their 

task was to man the Help desk and to 

monitor/ record the messages received . 

 Various International Organisations such 

as DFID and the British Search Rescue Team, 

Permanent Staff from Gurkha 

Company Catterick took part in 

the Tough Mudder Challenge and 

raised money in aid of ABF and Nepal 

Earthquake Relief. They have raised 

a considerable amount of more than 

£2000.00

 They also took part in the Great North 

Run 10K together with over 200 Gurkha 

Company Recruits for Nepal Earthquake 

Relief Fund. 

 Before the event, Captain Autar 

Shrestha, of Gurkha Company said: “The 

Morrisons Great North 10k provides us with 

a sound platform to raise awareness of the 

devastating Nepal earthquakes to the local 

public and seek their support to help alleviate 

relief efforts.

 “Sadly, the earthquakes have taken many 

thousands of innocent lives, destroyed homes 

and flattened ancient sites in various parts of 

the country.

 “It will be a great opportunity for the 

Gurkhas to do something. At the event we 

look forward to selling some Nepali food 

and selected Gurkha Regiment items to the 

general public and collect any kind donations. 
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Gurkhas from A Coy 2 RGR took part 
in the Tough Mudder Challenge 2015 

in support of Gurkha Welfare Trust

Soldiers from A Coy 2 RGR: Cpl Santosh Gurung, Rfn Ajay 

Tamrakar, Rfn Chhatra Gurung, Rfn Edwin Rai and Sgt Sajan 

Limbu, took part in the Tough Mudder Challenge 2015 on 2 

May. After a two hour drive from Folkestone the team arrived at 

the event venue where they checked their tickets and all other 

documentation before to moving to the warm up arena. 

Sgt Sajan Limbu shares his experiences:

 Each group was released at 20-minutes intervals and each of the 

obstacles was very hard although we crossed all of them without any 

injuries. By the time we reached the finish line, I could tell that every 

runner was feeling very tired but our determination and pride of being 

the Gurkhas brought us in at a commendable time of under three hours.  

 After four months of long preparation for the Challenge, a total 

of £1038.35 (online and offline) was raised for the GWT and was 

presented to Col BG, Col James Robinson.

Sgt Sajan limbu 2RGR

RGR birthday celebration in 
Close Support Troop, Sp Bn ARRC

A Charity Golf day including 17 QG Signals personnel 

and 16 golfers from Atherstone Golf Club took place at 

Atherstone Golf Club on 10 Aug. The main aim was raise money 

and at the same time to share our ethos and get to know each 

other better. After the round of golf, a charity auction was held 

at the Club House. 

 This was a huge success raising a considerable sum for the GWT 

Earthquake Relief Fund. 

Cpl Tolok Gurung QG Signals

Queen’s Gurkha Signals raised 
money for the victims of Nepal 
Earthquake through Charity Golf

food prepared by the Gurkha 

chefs was being served.

 The main event of the day was 

the cake cutting ceremony. After 

the history of the RGR birthday 

was read out, the cake was cut 

while everyone else sang a birthday 

song for RGR. The event was 

followed by the display of Kukuri 

patterns and raffle draw. The raffle 

draw event was the highlight of 

the day and was able to collect a 

mentionable amount of charity for 

the ARRC trail walker team. 

Rfn Pratik Gurung

The newly formed 

Close Support Troop of 

the Gurkhas in ARRC 

Support Battalion celebrated 

the belated RGR birthday 

and G200 event on 23 July 

with a remarkable number 

of guests and families from 

the Battalion. Though the 

RGR birthday falls on 1st 

of July, the troop couldn’t 

celebrate it because of their 

commitments. 

 The troops and their families 

gathered in the venue at 1600 

hours. By 1630 hours, all the 

guests from the Battalion had 

arrived. The Chief Guest for 

the event was Brigadier I N A 

Thomas. A history and a story of 

the Gurkhas was displayed on the 

background while the delicious 

were working alongside Gurkhas from Royal 

Gurkha Rifles (RGR) and the Queen’s Gurkha 

Engineer (QGE), where they were deployed to 

Nepal and were operating from BGN within 

a few days of the first major earthquake. NST 

were actively mobilised in various earthquake 

relief activities for example two members from 

the NST were instantly deployed with Foreign 

and Commonwealth Officers to the Lantang 

region. Their mission was to locate and safely 

bring back any British nationals trapped in the 

Lantang area. 

 ‘Op LAYLAND’ took over a month. The 

Gurkhas from 69 Gurkha Field Squadron QGE 

deployed to Nepal for the construction work 

such as helping to rebuild destroyed homes of 

retired veterans residing in the villages. They 

operated from the British Gurkha Pokhara 

Camp. NST were further tasked to setup a 

Primary Ops room in BGP. A few Operators and 

a Technician were quickly deployed to BGP and 

a complete Ops room was set up immediately 

under the command of OC NST. 

 After the end of the Operation ‘Op 

LAYLAND’ a new name was given for the 

next operation ‘Op MARMAT’. This second 

phase of the operation was mainly focused 

on the reconstruction of the damaged 

homes, distribution of food and aid for 

the affected areas. Since QGE were heavily 

involved in this second phase, NST was asked 

to set up a separate small scale Ops room for 

them to conduct their Operation. 

 July is the beginning of the monsoon 

season and Gurkhas from 69 Gurkha Field 

Squadron had to pause their reconstruction 

work around the villages and return back to 

the UK. On 2 July, GOC Support Command 

paid his visit to the Staff Officers working 

inside the Ops Room. The NST team started 

their normal data recovery routine prior to their 

return to BGN camp. Finally, after successfully 

conducting the recovery routine, NST team 

flew back to BGN from BGP on 3 July. 

LCpl Ram Gurung QG Signals
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Gurkhas who worked to tackle Ebola 
have marched to parliament for reception in their honour

On 25 April each year, ANZAC 

Day is celebrated in Australia 

and New Zealand to remember 

the soldiers of their countries who lost 

their life during the First World Ward in 

Gallipoli on 1915. 

 This year was a historical year as the New 

Zealand Army invited B (Sari Bair) Company of 

the 1st Battalion The Royal Gurkha Rifles to 

deploy on Exercise ANZAC REFLECT (Ex AR) for 

3 weeks to celebrate the 100th anniversary of 

ANZAC day. 

 While being assigned in Army Training 

Centre (Pirbright), I never imagined getting 

the opportunity to be released from the hectic 

job to participate in any events celebrating 

the remarkable milestone of G200. When 

the opportunity came for a member of 

Gurkha SPS personnel to deploy on EX AR, I 

volunteered without any hesitation. A total 

of 55 Gurkhas consisting of Officers and 

Soldiers from across the Brigade deployed on 

EX AR as part of the Defence Engagement, 

commemoration of ANZAC Day and also to 

conduct charity fund raising for The Gurkha 

Welfare Trust (GWT) via G200. 

 On arrival, we were greeted with the 

intriguing traditional Haka dance by the NZ 

Army and were welcomed via the Waharoa 

(the carved entrance way) of the parade 

ground. During the visits, demonstration of 

Kukuri pattern and Pipes & Drums display 

were immensely popular with the crowd 

and the reputation of the Gurkhas were well 

received. We were fortunate to witness the 

NZ Army Annual Shooting competition and 

also a Recruit Pass Out Parade which ended 

with another Haka dance. As Poppy Day was 

observed on the Friday before ANZAC Day, 

we got along with the Royal New Zealand 

Returned and Services’ Association (RSA), 

one of the oldest ex-service organisations 

in the world and exchanged red poppies 

for donations to raise funds for the welfare 

of all veterans and in remembrance of New 

Zealand’s war dead. 

 In the early hours of ANZAC day, 

commemorative service began before dawn 

with a march by “Returned and Service” 

personnel to the Canterbury Province Field 

in Cranmer Square, where we were laid out 

crosses and wreaths to commemorate the 

men and women of Christchurch who died 

in 1915. We were joined by representatives 

of the Defence Force, Consular Corps, 

members of the RSA, various youth groups 

and other members of the community for the 

Dawn Service.

 Overall, Ex AR 2015 will be remembered 

as one of the historical events which saw 

the commemorations of the anniversaries of 

the 100th year since ANZAC day and 200 

years of service of the Brigade of Gurkhas to 

the British crown. It has also improved our 

relationship with NZ Army and helped raise 

funds for both the RSA and the GWT. 

Cpl Manoj Thapa Gurkha SPS

History File

The Australian and New Zealand Army 

Corps (ANZAC) was a First World War 

Army Corps of the Mediterranean 

Expeditionary Force which formed up 

in 1915 for Operation during the Battle 

of Gallipoli.

 The Gurkhas had fought shoulder 

to shoulder with their British, ANZAC 

and Indian brothers-in-arms during this 

ill-fated campaign, hence they share a 

very strong close bond with the Corps.

  Military personnel who played a vital role in halting the spread 

of the Ebola virus in West Africa marched to Parliament for a reception 

in their honour.

 Staff Sergeant Bikram led the Gurkha contingent and received a 

Queen’s Commendation for Valuable Service. More than 1,000 Armed 

Forces personnel deployed on Operation GRITROCK, in support of NHS 

medical teams and government workers, with the aim of reducing the 

cases of the deadly disease as quickly as possible. A year ago there were 

around 200 cases per week, that figure is now down to just a few.

 International Development Secretary, Justine Greening said: “We 

can all be immensely proud of the contribution the thousands of Brits 

who deployed to West Africa have made to the fight against Ebola. 

“Although the fight is not quite over, the extraordinary courage, 

skill and hard work of over 2000 UK military and civilian personnel, 

including many from DFID, has made a vital difference to Sierra 

Leone’s efforts to defeat this terrible disease.

Four Gurkhas were part of an 80 person strong contingent 

honoured in London on 17 Sep for their services during the 

Ebola outbreak in West Africa.

EXERCISE ANZAC REFLECT
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MVO Dinner Night

The Brigade of Gurkhas QGOOs 

held a “Member of Victorian Order 

Dinner Night” on Sat 8 Aug to 

mark 200 years of service to the Crown. 

 The idea came from Maj Khusiman 

Gurung MVO Ex 1 RGR (Coordinator) to host a 

Dinner Night at the Old College Royal Military 

Academy Sandhurst for all available serving 

and retired Queen’s Gurkha Orderly Officers 

(QGOOs) living in the UK and abroad. There 

were 45 members with spouses attending this 

memorable event. Some of the members had 

travelled from Nepal and overseas to attend.

 On the day we had awesome sunny 

weather as we gathered at Old College’s 

Indian Army Memorial Room at 5 p.m with 

a champagne reception with delicious titbits. 

This was followed by a group photo and 

couples photo session by Mr Milan Gurung, 

a professional photographer. 

 The Coordinator, Maj Khusiman said a 

short welcome Brief on the event before the 

Dinner call. The Lone Piper then sounded 

the Dinner call and we entered the hallway 

following his music to the large dining hall.  

 Once all of us were in our allocated 

seating places, Grace was called and we sat 

down for a three course sumptuous Nepalese 

buffet menu of “dal bhat”. The Coordinator 

halfway through sounded his gavel for a 

Toast to HM The Queen which was followed 

by another for the President of Nepal. He 

then gave a short speech on the function 

which was followed by a speech by Lt Col D 

Rex MVO RGR (the highest ranking Gurkha 

MVO) who was an Equerry to Her Majesty at 

Buckingham Palace. 

 The Piper then played his musical tune 

marching around the dining hall followed 

by the “Quaich” for his hard work for the 

evening presented to him by Lt Col D Rex 

MVO. The waiting staff for the evening were 

then all called into the centre floor area to 

give them a vote of thanks from all of us 

present. We then were entertained by two 

Nepalese artists with Nepalese folk songs and 

dances with which we all joined in on the 

floor for a brief while. Then we all made our 

way to the Ante room/Bar area for further 

drinks and conversation.

Capt (Retd) Buddhikumar Gurung MVO 

Ex QGE

History File
History of how the QGOOs originated 

dates back to the British Empire 

period in India when Queen Victoria 

in 1876 established this position 

comprising 6 Indian Army Orderly 

Officers including Gurkhas to attend 

to the Sovereign. 

 This number was reduced to 4 

Orderly Officers when King Edward 

VII was crowned in 1901. And again 

the number was reduced to 2 QGOOs 

in 1954 by Her Majesty The Queen. 

The QGOOs are the best selected 

Officers from their Regiments across 

the Brigade for their one year tenure. 

Their primary role is to attend 

Investitures for HM The Queen and 

any other State occasions coordinated 

by The Royal Household. 

 Traditionally, at the end of their 

tenure as QGOOs, Her Majesty the 

Queen graciously invests them as 

Members of the Victorian Order (MVO) 

for their loyal service to the Crown.



The annual Asian Achievers Awards 

(AAA), also known as The People’s 

Choice Awards, are organised 

by Asian Business Publications Limited 

(ABPL) and was held on 18th September 

at the prestigious Grosvenor House Hotel 

in London. 

 The star-studded event was attended by 

dignitaries and celebrities to celebrate and 

acknowledge the contribution and hard work 

of the nominees. 

 Both Queen’s Gurkha Orderly Officers, 

Capt Muktiprasad Gurung and Capt Buddhi 

Bhandari, along with their wives attended 

this event and represented the Brigade.

 Each year the award illustrates and 

celebrates a certain aspect of society and 

this year, the emphasis was on Uniformed 

and Civil Services. LCpl Tuljung Gurung MC 

was joined by three other nominees for the 

Uniformed and Civil Services award. 

Lance Corporal Tuljung Gurung MC receives the Asian Achievers Award 
for the Best Uniformed and Civil Services catergory 

The All Arms Commando Course (AACC) is 

an arduous military course run by the Royal 

Marines at the Commando Training Centre 

(CTCRM) at Lympstone in Devon. The course 

focuses on core military skills including patrolling 

and section and troop level attacks. It also covers 

Commando skills such as amphibious drills, cliff 

assaults and small unit tactics. The course concludes 

with a week long confirmatory exercise on 

Dartmoor followed by a test week. On completion 

of the course, the successful candidate earns the 

right to wear the Commando Green Beret.

 I passed the All Arms Commando Course (AACC) 

on 04 December 2014. It was a day when a history 

was made by becoming the first ever Gurkha Chef to 

successfully complete the Commando Course and earn 

the right to wear the Commando Green Beret. Prior 

to going on the course, I did my four weeks of Pre-

Commando Course in Chivenor with 24 Commando 

Engineer Regiment. 

 The Pre-Course was designed to train candidates on 

basic military skills and build their fitness to the required 

standard for the main course. I passed my pre-course and 

started the All Arms Commando Course on 11 October 

2014.

 The Commanding Officer of the Commando Training 

Centre addressed us on our first day of the course and I 

can still remember the first thing he said to us; “ If you 

don’t have the following qualities in yourself, you don’t 

deserve to be here: Courage, Determination, Selfless 

Commitment, Cheerfulness in the face of adversity”. 

We were deployed in many exercises, did lots of painful 

tabbing, were involved in amphibious training and did 

dangerous cliff assaults. It was really difficult at times to 

operate in those wet conditions, but it was then that our 

limits were tested with wet and dry drills. 

 There were several tests we had to pass in order to 

advance to the next phase including the commando test 

Endurance Course, Tarzan Assault Course, 9 mile Speed 

March, and finally a 30 mile tab. It was very painful when 

we were tested to the extremes, but when we completed 

those tests and thought about what we had achieved, we 

felt very proud of ourselves. We started our Course with 120 

but eventually only 43 of us passed and earned the right to 

wear the Commando Green Beret

 Finally, I would like to thank GCWO 1 RGR, WO1 

Simon Macey who helped and inspired me to do this 

course, GCMO Capt Basanta Shahi who encouraged me 

and 1 RGR Cat department gurujis who released me in 

such a busy schedule.  

Pte Shakti Pun, QOGLR Chef 
shares his experience of becoming the first Gurkha Chef Commando
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Gurkha Chefs involvement in Gurkha 200 Pageant 
at the Royal Hospital Chelsea

Ex SUMAN WARRIOR

1RGR deployed to Singapore on Ex SUMAN WARRIOR from 26 

Jul to 7 Aug. Ex SUMAN WARRIOR is a Five Powers Defence 

Arrangements (FPDA) exercise that takes place annually 

with representatives from UK, Australia, New Zealand, Malaysia 

and Singapore. The 2015 exercise took the form of a Command 

Post Exercise (CPX) with the focus principally on increased 

interoperability and understanding between the five nations’ 

Armed Forces. It was also an opportunity for 1RGR to demonstrate 

the capabilities of the UK force elements. 

 The exercise participants were welcomed to Singapore with a 

series of introductory lectures providing a history of FPDA and an 

Order of Battle and capability brief for each country. The exercise 

was an FPDA Planning Exercise so the remainder of the first week 

was spent training on the Singapore Armed Forces Army Warfare 

Simulation System and the Australian planning system of SMAP (their 

equivalent to the UK 7 Questions). 

 The formal CPX commenced the next week. The scenario involved 

the occupation of territory of a fictional FPDA nation by neighbouring 

hostile forces. Our first mission required offensive action on the part of 

the four Battle Groups to regain this territory with the second mission 

focused on defensive action to maintain our position, all overseen by 

Mission Brigade. The exercise was not without its challenges from the 

Opposing Forces but both missions were successful and the subsequent 

debrief highlighted the well coordinated approach between the nations. 

 During the course of the exercise, we received a visit from Col 

Ingrid Rolland, Asst Comd 11 Bde, who met the exercise participants 

and attended a dinner night, along with VIPs from the other nations, 

hosted by the Exercise Director. The exercise paused each evening and so 

allowed the opportunity for the participants to explore the highlights of 

Singapore during the nights and weekend. On the morning of Saturday 

1 Aug, we conducted a battlefield study. This started with a visit to 

the Kranji War Memorial which is a moving testament to those from 

Australia, Britain, Canada, India, Malaya, New Zealand, the Netherlands 

and Sri Lanka who lost their lives in WW2. 

 In the afternoon, 1RGR were warmly welcomed by the Gurkha 

Contingent of Singapore Police for a sports afternoon followed by 

delicious messing and fantastic entertainment from the new recruits. 

 This exercise provided a prime opportunity for defence engagement 

between the Armed Forces of each of the Five Powers and was 

thoroughly enjoyed by all involved. 

Capt Lucy Davies ALS

The most awaited event of the year 

for the Gurkhas, The Gurkha 200 

Pageant was celebrated at Royal 

Hospital Chelsea on 8 Jun and 9 Jun 2015. 

This was the biggest event for all serving 

and retired Gurkhas which was attended 

by Her Majesty The Queen, His Majesty 

The Sultan of Brunei, The Prince of Wales 

and Prince Harry. 

 As a Gurkha Chef, our mission and task 

was to please all the VIP attendants and guests 

by providing them a taste of typical Nepalese 

cuisine with some western appetizers. 

 Master Chef Pawan Sherchan was the 

mastermind behind all the food that was 

laid out, working under the command of 

Regimental Catering Warrant Officer (WO2 

Safin Magar). These menus were tested a few 

months back to achieve the required food 

standards. Food tasting was done in January 

14 and again amended in November 14 and 

finalised in January 15 to meet the required 

standard for 1500 VIPs. 

 During this period 30 expert Gurkha 

chefs from all over the world arrived in 

10QOGLR, Aldershot to receive a briefing. Initial 

preparations were done from 3 Jun in St Omer 

Barracks by setting up Operational Field Catering 

System (OFCS) as a part of Chefs’ annual 

training exercise until 7 Jun. The whole team 

was split into two smaller teams (Buffet Team 

and Canapé Team) to make it run smoothly. 

 The Buffet team was lead by SSgt Indra 

Kumar Rai, the most expert Gurkha curry 

Chef, who has 21 years of experience. 

The buffet team was to produce the finest 

authentic typical Nepalese Curry Buffet for 

approximately 1500 personnel on 8 Jun 

(Rehearsal day). Team canapé was lead by 

SSgt Pawan Sherchan, a highly recognised 

Chef within the British Army. The main aim 

of the canapé team was to produce and 

serve typical Nepalese cuisine appetisers on 

the main day (9 Jun) for 1500 dignitaries and 

Military Personnel at Royal Hospital Chelsea.

 Finally an exceptional leadership from 

the SNCOs and hard work and teamwork 

from everyone paid off and the Catering 

department succeeded with their aim.
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 We have done numerous musical events 

in Brunei and within Southeast Asia as 

professional musicians, such as Anzac Day in 

Manila, the Queen’s Birthday at the British High-

Commissioner’s and the KL Highland Games 

2014. In order to build our skills and confidence 

for G200, we took the opportunity of taking 

part in the Pipers and Drummers Competition 

at the KL Highland Games. The competition 

was open to all Southeast Asian Pipes & Drums, 

which was a very good opportunity for us to 

show our standard and confidence in front of 

the crowds and at the end we succeeded in 

winning Gold & Bronze medals. 

 Recently we’ve done the Battalion Ex 

Typhoon Kukuri, which was simulated for the 

natural disaster, and we played the vital role as 

an Asslt Pnr Pl. Through this EX, we achieved 

new experiences and learned to deal with 

1 RGR Pipes and Drums platoon adds a new role to 
their capability as the Battalion Assault Pioneers 

It has been almost 18 months now that 

we have taken over the Assault Pioneer 

Platoon role and now we are well 

established with talented Musicians and 

Assault Pioneer soldiers. All the platoon 

members are qualified for both roles and 

for this reason, the platoon is known as  

a specialist platoon in the Battalion.

different situations. It was our opportunity 

to demonstrate Water Purification Units 

(SWPU) to the Vice-Chief of Defence Staff 

(VCDS) as well as to explain our capabilities. 

VCDS was very impressed and it was our first 

demonstration so far. We are looking forward 

to carrying more demonstrations in the near 

future. As a qualified Assault Pioneer Platoon, 

we are always ready to deploy around the 

world specially; within the Southeast Asia, In 

case of any natural disasters, we are the first 

men to be there with our equipment and skills 

to help out the people in need. 

 The Pipes & Drums/Assault Pioneer Platoon 

is a valuable asset for the battalion due to the 

dual role it plays on its reformation. Therefore, 

we always maintain and keep our tradition and 

ethos in the highest standard. 

Cpl Lilbahadur Gurung 1 RGR



Some photos of BBC One 

filming The People Remember 

(history series honouring 

the heroes of war on the 

battlefield and the home 

front) with 2 RGR Pipes and 

Drums, Col BG and a QGOO at 

the Imperial War Museum in 

Duxford. 

The show will be aired on 

BBC One in November during 

Remembrance week. It is 

scheduled for the morning 

of Thurs 5 Nov 2015.
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2 RGR 
reach new high 
at Army Cricket

Images courtesy of Soldier Magazine

SPORT
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2 RGR set a new achievement for the Gurkhas 

at the Army Major Inter Unit Competition by 

reaching the finals this September.

 The Army Major Unit Cricket final was played between 

2 RGR and 4 RIFLES on 10 September at Aldershot. 2 RGR 

won the toss and elected to field first. The weather was 

great and the spectators enjoyed watching these two great 

teams battle against each other for the title. 

 2 RGR made a great start by taking the first three 

wickets in under 10 overs with just 40 runs on the board. 

Avtar Gurung took all three of those. 4 RIFLES than came 

back into the game with a partnership of 84 runs between 

the opener and 3rd batsman. By the end of 40 overs, 4 

RIFLES had set a very high target of 255 runs for the loss of 

8 wickets.

 Unfortunately, on the batting side, 2 RGR had a 

dreadful start with two batsman going out for a duck and 3 

runs respectively, Sagar and Mahendra kept themselves on 

the pitch for a while to get some runs for 2 RGR scoring a 

partnership of 63. Sagar scored a total of 43 runs in 41 balls 

before being caught out in the 12th over. Captain Pritviraj 

Rai scored the second highest with 25 runs before being 

bowled. Finally, 2 RGR were 148 all out and the match was 

won by 4th Battalion The Rifles by 107 runs.

 Undoubtedly, both 2 RGR and 10 QOGLR (who were 

defeated by 2 RGR on the semi-final) have already set a 

new standard by reaching so far at the Army Major Inter-

Unit Cricket Competitions and we wish them all the very 

best for the next year.



CSgt Prawin Malla recalls 1 RGR’s 
victory at the Army Inter-Unit 
Volleyball Competition 2015
 At the end of the league competition we 

had won all of the matches in pool A and were 

in the final. 2 RGR had scored the highest 

points in pool B and would join us in the 

final for another ‘El Classico’ Volleyball final. 

The final match started about 1530 hrs; the 

match was furiously contested and provided 

breathtaking action. The players from both 

teams gave their best effort to win the game.  

But in any game there can only be one winner.

 Finally, after an epic contest our team 

were victorious in the Army Inter Unit Men’s 

Volleyball Competition 2015. Not only this 

year but this is the 4th year running that we 

are holding the Champion Trophy. Also four 

players from our team were selected for the 

WO2 (SQMS) 

Khadak Chhetri 

GSPS from the 

Military Knowledge Office 

in the Technology School 

represented the Adjutant 

General’s Corps (AGC) at 

the annual Armed Forces 

Parachute Championship 

2015, earning a silver medal 

in the Intermediate Team 

Accuracy competition.

 The championships 

organised by the Army 

Parachute Association were 

held at the Joint Services 

Parachute Centre, Netheravon 

over the period 7 - 14 Aug 

15. The team, known as the 

‘AGC Green’, was made up of 

5 individuals from across the 

AGC who won a silver medal 

last year in the Junior Team 

Accuracy competition.

The Army Inter-Unit Men’s Volleyball 

Competition was held at Aldershot 

Garrison Sports Centre on 15 April 

2015. The aim of the competition was to 

determine the best team in the British 

Army and to showcase the best players 

for selection for the Army team to play in 

the forthcoming Inter-Services and Crown 

Service Championships. 

 Altogether 12 very strong teams took part 

in the competition from their respective units.

 We were entered as the representatives 

from 1 RGR. As OIC volleyball, I organised 

the team to participate in the tournament. All 

players from our unit were very experienced 

from previous tournaments. We had the 

chance to test our ability against the very 

talented Gurkha Contingent Singapore 

Police Force (GCSPF) volleyball team earlier 

in the year and therefore knew that we 

would be one of the strongest teams in the 

Championships. The Championships were 

based on a league system so there would be 

no doubt as to who is the best!

 The Gym was packed with players, staff 

and supporters - enthusiastically cheering 

and encouraging their teams, the sense of 

competitiveness and enthusiasm amongst the 

players and supporters were equally matched. 

Our 1st game was with the Queen’s Gurkha 

Signals, the 2nd game was with 7th Air Assault 

Battalion REME. The 3rd game was with Welsh 

Guard and the Semi Final game was with IBS 

Brecon. All the matches were tough but we 

prevailed against all opponents to secure a 

place in the final. 

Inter-Services Championships: Rfn Krishna 

Khattri, Rfn Bel Gurung, Rfn Surya Jirel and 

Myself. It was a great moment of honour and 

pride for our team and our Battalion.

 The tournament was a great success 

and we would like to thank all those who 

put in the hard work to organise such a 

great event and to all the participants as 

well. Finally, I would like to thank all in 

the Chain of Command, who gave us the 

opportunity to show our skills, team work 

and sportsmanship during such a busy period 

in Battalion. Without forgetting we would 

like to thank GCSPF and 2 RGR for giving us 

the opportunity to practice with their teams, 

which was of great benefit. 

Armed Forces Parachute Championship 2015
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