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Gurkha Company Mission:  “To deliver trained Gurkha soldiers in order to meet the operational requirements of the Brigade of 
Gurkhas.” 
 
Gurkha Company Role:  “To mould a Nepalese youth into a Gurkha soldier trained to the standards of the British Army, who 
retains his Nepalese identity and will live up to the traditions of the Brigade.” 
 
 

OC’s INTRODUCTION: 
 
This month saw our Gurkha 
recruits get their teeth into the 
basics of infantry soldiering.  
Tactical Exercises enable the 
Gurkha Company instructors to 
set the standards that we want 

from soldiers within our Brigade.  Getting it right at 
Catterick is vitally important. 
 
It has not all been hard work this month!  In week 14 out 
of 39 the Gurkha recruits experienced their first proper 
party.  Nepali New Year saw them relax and enjoy 
some very entertaining dances and songs during the 
celebrations.  Congratulations go to the Gurkha 
Company Volleyball team who reached the final of the 
Army Volleyball Championships.  2nd overall against 
major units is extremely commendable.  Capt B E 
Norfield RGR (pictured right) is also congratulated for 
winning the Tuker Award. 
 
The photograph below has just arrived from Nepal.  It 
shows members of Recruit Intake 2013 at messing with 
Rambahadur VC saheb in BGN.  Gallantry is a key 
theme this year in Gurkha Company. 

 
Jai Gurkha Company! 

 
APRIL 2013 PHOTO NEWS HIGHLIGHTS: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Capt B E Norfield RGR (Trg 
Offr Gurkha Company) has 
been awarded the Tuker 
Award.  Presented annually 
to the most outstanding 
subaltern or junior Capt 
within the RGR. 

Gurkha Company Section 
Commander, Cpl Dibash 
Limbu 2 RGR (1 Platoon) 
giving final QBOs to his 
recruits during a platoon 
attack on TAC EX 1. 

Battalion 2IC 2ITB and the 
Gurkha Company hierarchy 
marking the Nepali New 
Year 2070 on Saturday 13 
Apr 2013, with champagne. 

 
MEET THE RECRUITS FROM INTAKE 2013 
 

30189146 Joshan Gurung (pictured left) comes from Chisapani in the eastern part of Nepal.  He is 19 years old 
and passed British Army Gurkha selection on his 1st attempt.  His grandfather served in the 1/2 Gurkha Rifles and 
his grandfather’s 3 brothers served in the Indian Army.  He is the first member from his family to be enlisted into 
the BG since his grandfather.  He said ‘Despite my father and uncles being unsuccessful to join the BG my 
grandfather’s example kept me motivated and my dream of joining the BG alive, I am extremely happy’. 

 
30188652 Neshum Tamang (pictured right) comes from Itahari in the eastern part of Nepal.  He is 20 years old 
and passed British Army Gurkha selection on his 2nd attempt.  He married at a very young age and has a 3 year 
old daughter.  His father is a truck driver but it was retired Gurkhas that inspired him to become a Gurkha.  He 
said ‘I used to be a newspaper distributor, labourer and porter but now these hands are carrying an SA80 A2’. 



 

 

TACTICAL EXERCISE (TAC EX) 1 – written by a Gurkha recruit 
 
Recruit Intake 13 are now working in two separate Wings in order to continue military training 
whilst also undertaking the academic lessons that are called the Recruit English Package. 
 
TAC EX 1 began with a physically demanding insertion march up to a central demonstration 
area.  The Section Comds displayed the full sequence of a section attack, practically and with 
narration.  We have also been introduced to a tactical exercise scenario called the ‘Road to 
War’.  Eventually we realised the importance for a soldier to have an understanding of why we 

have deployed on exercise (operation), who the 
enemy are, their strength, weapon systems, location, 
their intent and their tactics.  In addition we learnt 
how critical it is to be aware of friendly forces strengths and locations.  The exercise was a mixture of 
teaching as well as testing but the main difference from the previous Introductory Ex was the fact that 
it was tactical.  We never spoke loudly to each other but whispered and used hand signals.  Despite 
the extreme cold we continued to clear pockets of the enemy RECCE screen in our Sections.  The 
exercise culminated with the clearance of a larger enemy force in the form of a Platoon attack. 

 

RECRUIT ENGLISH PACKAGE 
(Article written by T/Rfn Manoj Rai (5 Platoon)) 
 
We have started the Recruit English Package (REP) and it will run until 
mid July.  The aim is to pass 
Functional Skills in Maths and 
English in order to achieve a 
minimum of the Entry Level 3 
qualification.  Education is a vital 
part of being a successful soldier 
within the Brigade of Gurkhas. 
 
The teachers are extremely helpful, 
very polite and their 
encouragement is second to none.  We have varying standards and 
come from many different backgrounds hence the Functional Skill have 
been tailored to suit our needs.  In my opinion we are fortunate to have 
this important opportunity to enhance and achieve Functional Skills 
that will provide us with a perfect platform to launch our educational 
journey to GCSE, Diploma and further in English and Maths.  

AMPLEFORTH COLLEGE CCF VISIT GURKHA COMPANY 
 
On 8 Mar 13 ten cadets, aged between 14 and 15 years old, and two 
permanent staff from Ampleforth College CCF visited Gurkha 
Company as part of their annual field day. Led by Maj Miles 
Blackford (ex-RGR) the cadets had the opportunity to experience 
elements of military training, Gurkha culture and see how Gurkha 
recruits live during their 10 months in Catterick.  
 
The day started with a visit to the Mandir, where Pundit-Ji covered 
elements of Hinduism and its importance to the Gurkhas. The cadets 
were then able to fire on the Dismounted Close Combat Trainer and 
get hands on weapons such as the LMG, UGL and GPMG, which 
they had not seen before. After a quick Gurkha curry the cadets 
were given a presentation about the Bde of Gurkhas and its history 
by Sgt Mulibir Rai.  Cpl Nanda Gurung (1RGR) and Cpl Prasanta 
Limbu (2RGR) then led a round robin of basic survival stands 
covering subjects such as food, shelter, traps and first aid. Everyone 
enjoyed the day and Gurkha Company look forward to welcoming 
Ampleforth College CCF back again next year. 

 

THE SCOTTISH HOSPITALITY SHOW 2013 
(Article written by Pte Biswadeep Limbu, QOGLR) 
 
The Scottish 
Hospitality show 
competition was 
held in SECC in 
Glasgow 
Scotland on 4-6 
Mar- 13 where 
many events took 
place including 
Fat Carving. Four QOGLR chefs (Cpl Kedar, LCpl 
Ishaq, Pte Raju and Pte Biswadeep) from Gurkha 
Coy Catterick took part in the competition. We gave 
our best effort and time working on piece of fat for 6 
working days. 
 
There were many other pieces which were prepared 
by restaurants, bakeries, hotel chefs and the 
catering industry. The competition was intense. 
Some winners were rewarded with a silver and 
bronze medal but no competitors won a gold medal. 
Our team achieved a bronze medal and winning a 
medal was a real moment of joy for me. 

Gurkha Company Permanent Staff Indoor Games Competition 2013 
 
The Gurkha Coy Permanent Staff (PS) indoor games competition was held during the 
period Feb – Apr 13 and the objective was to provide an opportunity for PS to socialise, 
to demonstrate skill / sportsmanship and to practice values and standards.  Pool and 
darts were played by Cpls and below, billiards was for SNCOs and Officers and table 
tennis was an open competition.  
 
Matches had to be conducted over several weeks as it is impossible to gather all 
Gurkha Coy PS at the same time because of the continuous Combat Infantrymans’ 
Course (Gurkha) (CIC(G)) commitments.  However, all participants were proactive, 
managed their time carefully and made themselves available for competition.  All the 
games were played fairly, according to the rules and regulations demonstrating 
integrity, discipline and respect for others.  The majority of games were extremely 
competitive and interesting to watch.  Finals for all the games were completed on 12 
Apr 13 with the prizes distributed during the Nepali New Year celebrations on 13 Apr 
13 by the Regt 2IC.  The results were as follows:  
 
Billiards Winner: CSgt Sangam Rai 2RGR Pool Winner:  Cpl Kedar Singjali QOGLR 
Billiards 2nd:  Sgt Sanjay Ghale 2RGR Pool 2nd: Cpl Chandradev Rai 2RGR 
Billiards 3rd:  Sekendra Gurung QGS Pool 3rd:  Cpl Shyam Rai 2RGR 
Table Tennis Winner:  Cpl J Subba QGE Darts Winner: Cpl Chaman Balal 1RGR 
Table Tennis 2nd: Cpl Punya Limbu QGS Darts 2nd:  Cpl Prasanta Limbu 2RGR 
Table Tennis 3rd: Cpl Nanda Gurung 1RGR   Dart 3rd:  Cpl Nanda Gurung 1RGR 

 

Contact Numbers: 
Maj RT Anderson RGR (Officer Commanding): Mil: 94731 3742 Civ: 01748 873742 
Capt Rambahadur Malla (Second-in-Command): Mil: 94731 3743 Civ: 01748 873743 
WO2 Basudev Rai (Company Sergeant Major):  Mil: 94731 3746 Civ: 01748 873746 
SSgt Suren Limbu (Chief Clerk):  Mil: 94731 3767 Civ: 01748 873767 
Mr Atmaram Dahal (Hindu Pundit):  Mil: 94731 3723 Civ: 01748 873723 
Mr Chewang Gurung (Buddhist Lama):  Mil: 94731 3723 Civ: 01748 873723 
 
Address:  Gurkha Company Catterick, 2nd ITB, Infantry Training Centre Catterick, Helles Barracks, 
Catterick Garrison, North Yorkshire, DL9 4HH 

Key Diary Dates: 
 
Unit Presentation:  10 Jun 13 
Unit Cap Badging:  19 Aug 13 
Passing Out Parade:  4 Oct 13 
Gurkha Coy Dashain:  1-14 Oct 13 
 
Recruit Intake 2013 released to their 
Brigade Units:  16 Oct 13 

 


