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Gurkha Company Mission:  “To deliver trained Gurkha soldiers in order to meet the operational requirements of the Brigade of 
Gurkhas.” 
 
Gurkha Company Role:  “To mould a Nepalese youth into a Gurkha soldier trained to the standards of the British Army, who 
retains his Nepalese identity and will live up to the traditions of the Brigade.” 
 

OC’s INTRODUCTION: 
 

A real mix of activities have been 
conducted in Gurkha Company 
over this period.  The recruits 
have observed the Sansari Mai 
festival (photo right) whilst also 

experiencing some adventurous training / soldier 
development (article overleaf) in the beautiful Lake 
District.  Retaining Nepalese identity whilst being 
moulded into a Gurkha is the role of Gurkha Company. 

Military training continues (see Tactical Exercise 2 
article overleaf) and will conclude with the demanding 
urban defensive exercise in Brecon in July.  Fitness has 
not be forgotten and our recruits completed an 
individual 15km navigation exercise and participated in 
the BUPA Great North 10km Race (see article 
overleaf). 

The parents and sister of the late Lt E A Drummond-
Baxter RGR visited Gurkha Company on the 6 May 13 
(photo right).  ‘DB’ saheb had been an Interviewing 
Officer on Regional Selection in 2012 and personally 
recommended 10 of the current Intake for British Army 
Selection.  These recruits are his legacy and his family 
were glad to see them here in the UK and part of our 
Brigade.  Gallantry and Sacrifice is a Key Theme for 
this Intake and two separate Roll of Honour boards 
have been presented to the Company.  The first lists all 
those from our Brigade that have won gallantry awards 
in Afghanistan.  The second commemorates all those 
from our Brigade that have lost their lives during Op 
HERRICK. 

Jai Gurkha Company 

MAY-JUNE 2013 PHOTO NEWS HIGHLIGHTS: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

MEET THE RECRUITS FROM RECRUIT INTAKE 2013 
 
30188394 T/Rfn Hari Rai (pictured left) comes from Khotang in the eastern part of Nepal.  He is 20 years old 
and passed Gurkha Recruit Selection on his 2nd attempt.  He is the first person from his family and also from his 
village ever to be enlisted into the Brigade of Gurkhas.  He said ‘I was inspired by my friends who are serving in 
the Brigade of Gurkhas.  Finally, my hard work, commitment, and determination combined with my parents’ 
support made my dream come true.’ 

 
30188410 T/Rfn Ngima Dhenduk Bhote (pictured right) comes from Sankhuwasava in the eastern part of Nepal.  
He is 20 years old and passed Gurkha Recruit Selection on his 2nd attempt.  He was extremely impressed by the 
Gurkhas and constantly dreamt of becoming one since his childhood.  He was delighted to be selected to join 
the British Army and he is the first member from his family to be enlisted into the Brigade of Gurkhas.  He said, ‘I 
am extremely happy and proud to be serving in the Brigade of Gurkhas.’  He was the overall winner of the 
Gurkha Company 15km orienteering competition (see article overleaf). 

Family of late Lt E A 
Drummond-Baxter 
RGR with the 10 
recruits (standing) 
that he 
recommended for 
service in the 
Brigade of Gurkhas 
during his 
deployment on 
Regional Selection 
East in Nepal 

 
Sansari Mai Puja 
being celebrated by 
all Gurkha Company 
Staff and recruits. 

 
Capt B E Norfield  
RGR (Trg Offr 
Gurkha Company) 
debriefing 4 Platoon 
on search 
procedure after the 
completion of a 
fighting patrol 
during TAC Ex 2. 



 
 

TACTICAL EXERCISE (TAC EX) 2 (written by T/Rfn Bimal Sunuwar 5 Pl) 
 
Recruit Intake 13 (RI13) ‘B’ wing (3, 4 and 5 Pl) deployed on TAC Ex 2 from 6 – 10 May 13 in the 
Catterick Trg Area.  TAC Ex 2 was different to previous exercises in terms of the standard of field 
craft skills and military skills expected and the level of instruction and information delivered. 
  
On completion of the insertion march we conducted a practical lesson on ambush patrols and 
occupied a platoon harbour area.  During the exercise we had the opportunity to learn, deploy and 
conduct reconnaissance patrols, standing patrols, fighting patrols and an ambush patrol.  Although 
we were introduced to a formal set of orders during TAC Ex 1 we became fully conversant with it 
during TAC Ex 2.  A full set of Sect Comd’s orders were given for each patrol and finally Pl Comd’s 
orders for the platoon ambush and platoon fighting patrol. Orders ensure we fully understand the reason for the mission and actions we are 
required to undertake to be successful.  Additionally we were taught how to build models for the orders using maps and natural resources 
available to us.  On completion of orders all of us were excited to deploy and ambush enemy forces however, the most difficult part that we 
experienced was to lie in wait without making any movement or noise for hours in a camouflaged position with a cold wind continuously 
piercing through our body.  Despite the weather and fatigue my high point of the exercise was the dawn platoon fighting patrol that culminated 
in a Captured Personnel casualty evacuation.  I can vouch that the standard of field craft skills and military skills of RI13 have certainly risen 
and our confidence level has undoubtedly strengthened. 
 
INTER-SECTION ORIENTEERING COMPETITION 
(written by T/Rfn Himal Limbu 5 Platoon) 
 
Recruit Intake 2013’s inter-section 
orienteering competition was held on 14 
Jun 13 within the Catterick Training 
Area.  There were 10 checkpoints (CP) 
in total, covering 15km in distance and 
had to be completed in 2 hours. 
 
This was the first major inter-section 
and inter-platoon competition for this Intake.  We were assured that the 
course was tough and anybody collecting more than 6 CPs would be 
regarded as a very good navigator.  The first CP was pre-designated and 
mandatory but thereafter it was up to us to plan and execute the CPs, a late 
return would result in penalties.  We had to be ‘thinking soldiers’.  The 
results were as following: 
 
Individual Winner    - T/Rfn Ngima Dhenduk Bhote (2 Platoon) 
Winning Section     - 5 Pl 1 Sect led by Cpl Jayendra Garbuja QGE 
2nd Overall Section - 5 Pl 2 Sect led by Cpl Prasanta Limbu 2RGR 
Winning Platoon     - 5 Pl led by Capt Kamal Khapung Limbu QGE 

Adventurous Training (written by T/Rfn Sanjib Limbu 5 Pl) 
 
RI13 deployed to the Lake District for AT.  The aim was to 
expose us to 
adventurous activities in 
order to develop 
leadership, teamwork, 
fitness, moral and 
physical courage as well 
as other personal 
attributes and skills that 
are vital to be a Gurkha 
soldier. 
 
The AT activities included rock climbing, abseiling, cycling, 
caving, kayaking, canoeing and hill walking.  We were split into 
groups and were instructed and guided by a civilian instructor.  
Caving and abseiling demanded mental courage and it helped 
us to overcome fear of heights and learnt the value of trusting 
team mates.  Overall the AT was an extremely valuable addition 
to our training. 

 
EXERCISE DOSRO KADAM 
(Written by T/Rfn Santosh Tamang 5 Pl) 
 
During Ex DOSRO KADAM RI13 took the next step in 
the process of being introduced to UK culture and 

society.  We deployed to 
Whitby in North Yorkshire on 3 
May 13. 
 
We visited Whitby’s museum, 
picturesque port, River Esk, 
Parish Church of St Mary, 
narrow alleys and quaint 
streets.  Inside the museum it 
was fascinating to discover the 
life story of the town’s most 
famous inhabitant, Capt James 

Cook, who sailed from the port to change the history of 
the world.  Going around the famous historic streets 
and wandering through small shops in the market 
provided excellent opportunities to interact with the 
public in English.  Overall it was an excellent day, it 
further developed our cultural awareness, proficiency 
and the confidence by learning more about society, 
culture and life in the UK. 

GURKHA RECRUITS RETURN TO BUPA GREAT NORTH 10K  
(Article extracted from Bupa Great run website) 
 
Over one hundred Gurkha soldiers 
will take part in the North East’s 
biggest 10k running event for a 
second year. Recruits joining the 
Brigade of Gurkhas will leave 
Catterick Garrison on Sunday 23 
June to join thousands of runners at 
the BUPA Great North 10k in 
Gateshead. 
 
Currently undergoing thirty-nine 
weeks of training in North Yorkshire, the recruits will run the 10k route which takes in 
some of the North East’s most iconic sites, including the Sage Gateshead, 
Gateshead Millennium Bridge and the BALTIC Centre for Contemporary Art. 
 
Captain Nimbahadur Pun, of Gurkha Company said, “2012 was our first time 
participating in the BUPA Great North 10k and everybody enjoyed it. We were very 
pleased to be invited back to the event as it’s a great opportunity for the soldiers to 
experience something different as part of their training.” 
 
                Read the full article - 0http://www.greatrun.org/news/article.aspx?nid=242 

 
Contact Numbers: 
Maj RT Anderson RGR (Officer Commanding): Mil: 94731 3742 Civ: 01748 873742 
Capt Rambahadur Malla (Second-in-Command): Mil: 94731 3743 Civ: 01748 873743 
WO2 Basudev Rai (Company Sergeant Major):  Mil: 94731 3746 Civ: 01748 873746 
SSgt Suren Limbu (Chief Clerk):  Mil: 94731 3767 Civ: 01748 873767 
Mr Atmaram Dahal (Hindu Pundit):  Mil: 94731 3723 Civ: 01748 873723 
Mr Chewang Gurung (Buddhist Lama):  Mil: 94731 3723 Civ: 01748 873723 
 
Address:  Gurkha Company Catterick, 2nd ITB, Infantry Training Centre Catterick, Helles Barracks, 
Catterick Garrison, North Yorkshire, DL9 4HH 

Key Diary Dates: 
 
Drill Competition:  25 Sep 13 
Thank & Farewell Party:  27 Sep 13 
Passing Out Parade:  4 Oct 13 
Dashain:  5-14 Oct 
Recruits disperse to units:  15 Oct 13 
1RGR recruits to Brunei:  16 Oct 13 

 


