LIEUTENANT J D GRANT VC
8th Gurkha Rifles
Date of Action
6th July 1904

Campaign
Tibet

John Duncan Grant was born at Roorkee in the United Provinces, India on 28 th
December 1877, the eldest son of Colonel Suene Grant RE. He was educated at
Cheltenham College and attended the Royal Military College, Sandhurst in 1898.
He then joined the 30th Punjab Regiment of Bengal Infantry before transferring to
the 44th Gurkha (Rifle) Regiment of Bengal Infantry, which later became the 1st
Battalion, 8th Gurkha Rifles.
In the late 1890's, the Indian Government had become increasingly concerned
about the behaviour of their neighbour Tibet. The Lhasa Government had been
flirting with Russia and there were signs that a secret treaty with Moscow was
being negotiated. This would have contravened Tibet's treaty with India. In 1903,
Russian arms began to appear in the country, Indian territory was encroached
upon, and it became clear that some protective measures had to be taken. A
political officer was therefore sent to the frontier to treat with the Tibetans; the 8th
Gurkha Rifles escorted him.
After waiting in vain for four months for the Tibetans to come to negotiate, the
Indian Government reluctantly ordered an advance on Gyantse. At first the march
was peaceful, but soon serious fighting took place, one action involving the 8 th
Gurkha Rifles being fought at 18,000 feet, probably a record height for an infantry
battle at that time. One of the key positions in the Gyantse valley was Gyantse

Jong, a fort built on a rock rising about 600 feet above the valley. It was held by
about six thousand Tibetans.
The attack on Gyantse Jong ordered for 6th July 1904, was to be undertaken in
two phases, the final phase being the capture of the fort by two companies of the
8th Gurkhas and one company of The Royal Fusiliers. After a preliminary
artillery bombardment, Lieutenant Grant crossed the start line at 3.30pm and led
his company up the precipitous slope. It was a bare rock face with little or no
cover available, and the advance virtually had to be in single file to take advantage
of firm footing. Showers of stones and heavy rifle fire met the company.
Lieutenant Grant, and with him Havildar Karbir Pun, were hurled back more than
once, but continued the advance. On reaching the top, Lieutenant Grant was
wounded and thrown back once again, but despite his wounds he continued to
climb, covered by the fire of his company below. Finally Grant and the Havildar,
who had also been wounded, succeeded in forcing an entrance into the fortress.
The other two companies followed up immediately and by 6pm Gyantse Jong had
been captured. For his conspicuous gallantry on that day, Lieutenant Grant was
awarded the Victoria Cross, while Havildar Karbir Pun received the Indian Order
of Merit, 1st Class.
The citation in the London Gazette of 24th January 1905 read:
“On the occasion of the storming of the Gyantse Jong on 6 th July 1904, the storming company,
headed by Lieutenant Grant, on emerging from the cover of the village, had to advance up a bare,
almost precipitous, rock-face, with little or no cover available, and under a heavy fire from the
curtain, flanking towers on both sides of the curtain, and other buildings higher up the Jong.
Showers of rocks and stones were at the time being hurled down the hillside by the enemy from
above. One man could only go up at a time, crawling on hands and knees, to the breach in the
curtain.
Lieutenant Grant, followed by Havildar Karbir Pun, 8th Gurkha Rifles, at once attempted to
scale it, but on reaching the top he was wounded and hurled back, as was also the Havildar, who
fell down the rock some 30 feet.
Regardless of their injuries, they again attempted to scale the breach, and, covered by the fire of
the men below, were successful in their object, the Havildar shooting one of the enemy on gaining
the top. The successful issue of the assault was very greatly due to the splendid example shown by
Lieutenant Grant and Havildar Karbir Pun.
The latter has been recommended for the Indian Order of Merit”.

In 1908 Captain Grant attended the Staff College in Quetta and was appointed
Brigade Major, 5th (Jhelum) Brigade, 2nd (Rawalpindi) Division before becoming
Brigade Major, 22nd (Lucknow) Brigade of the 8th (Lucknow) Division the
following year. During the First World War, he saw service in 1917 as a Brigade
Major in Egypt and Mesopotamia, where he was again wounded and Mentioned
in Despatches. In June 1916 he became GSO I in Army Headquarters, New Delhi
before being appointed an acting Lieutenant Colonel and Commandant of the 3 rd
Battalion 11th Gurkha Rifles on 4th June 1918.

After the war he served in Afghanistan in 1919, where he was again Mentioned
in Despatches. In 1920 he was given temporary command of the 3/11 Gurkha
Rifles in Waziristan for nine months before being appointed Commandant of the
1/10 Gurkha Rifles on 1st February 1921. For his service in Waziristan he was
again Mentioned in Despatches, and awarded the DSO. He finished his active
service in 1928 as a Brevet Colonel, having served for four years as Assistant
Adjutant General in Army Headquarters and being appointed a Companion of the
Order of The Bath on 3rd June 1929.
In 1934 he was appointed Colonel of the Regiment 10 th Gurkha Rifles, an
appointment he held for thirteen years. In 1907 he married Kathleen, the only
daughter of Colonel Sir Peter Freyer KCB and they had one son and one daughter.
He died in Tunbridge Wells, Kent on 20 th December 1967, just before his 90 th
birthday.

