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Gurkha Company Mission:  “To deliver trained Gurkha soldiers in order to meet the operational requirements of the Brigade of 
Gurkhas.” 
 
Gurkha Company Role:  “To mould a Nepalese youth into a Gurkha soldier trained to the standards of the British Army, who 
retains his Nepalese identity and will live up to the traditions of the Brigade.” 
 
 

OC’s INTRODUCTION: 
 
This month saw our Gurkha 
recruits complete their Phase 1 
training.  Following the three 
Introductory Exercises and a 
healthy amount of competition 
on the volleyball and basketball 

courts the platoons and sections are now well 
established and ready to move forward. 
 
There have been numerous sporting achievements this 
month.  Congratulations must go to Cpl Joseph Subba 
(QGE) (pictured right) for representing the Army at the 
Inter Services Badminton Championships.  Gurkha 
Company, representing 2ITB, were victorious in the UK 
North Basketball Championships and then competed at 
the Army Championships (pictured right).  The Gurkha 
Company volleyball team has also qualified to compete 
at the Army Championships in May. 
 
I would like to thank Colonel Brigade of Gurkhas for his 
visit to Gurkha Company this month.  We enjoyed 
hosting him and appreciated his update on the 
Brigade’s recent activity. 
 
Last month we released the Gurkha Recruits 
Performance Evaluation Questionnaire.  This initiative 
to improve external validation of Gurkha Company has 
been well received.  If you have an opinion about recent 
intakes of Gurkha recruits into your unit then please 
follow this LINK.  We need your views in order to 
develop and improve our output.  
 
 
Jai Gurkha Company! 
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The Gurkha 
Company team 
that represented 
2ITB at the 
Army Basketball 
Finals. 

Cpl Joseph  
Subba (QGE) 
represented the 
Army at the Inter 
Services 
Badminton 
Championships 
held in Gosport. 

Cpl Dhurba 
Roka (1RGR) 
during 
rehearsals for a 
platoon harbour 
on Intro 
Exercise 3. 

 
MEET THE RECRUITS FROM INTAKE 2013 
 

Trainee Rifleman Ajaya Tamrakar (pictured left) comes from Ilam in the eastern part of Nepal.  He is 20 years 
old and passed Gurkha recruit selection on his 3rd attempt.  He is the first member from his family ever to be 
enlisted into the Brigade of Gurkhas.  He said ‘I was inspired and influenced by my neighbours who were all 
Gurkhas and my effort and determination finally paid off.’  He was the first member of his platoon to be selected 
to fulfil the prestigious Platoon Duty Trainee appointment. 

 
Trainee Rifleman Jagat Prasad Rana (pictured right) comes from Kapilvastu in the western part of Nepal.  He is 
20 years old and passed Gurkha recruit selection on his 2nd attempt.  His grandfather, father and his 5 uncles 
joined the Indian Army but he is the first member of his family to join the Brigade of Gurkhas.  He said ‘My father 
has always been my idol and role model and I understand the determination, commitment and discipline 
required in the Army therefore I intend to serve with distinction.’ 

http://schinfteams.tafmisweb.tafmis.r.mil.uk/ITC/2ITB/Gurkha/Training/Trg%20Offr/Gurkha%20Recruits%20Perfomance%20Evaluation%20Questionnaire.xsn


 

 

COLONEL BRIGADE OF GURKHAS VISITS GURKHA COMPANY 
 
Col JG Robinson (late RGR) visited Gurkha Company on 6 Mar 13.  His aim was to understand 
Gurkha Company business, meet all members of the Company and to receive an update on the 
Continuous Improvement that is occurring here in the Brigade’s training depot. 
 
Col BG was welcomed by CO 2ITB, the OC and all Gurkha Company Officers.  A series of 
briefings, a visit to the Learning Development Wing and a curry lunch (pictured right) saw the 
morning through.  After lunch he visited Gurkha recruit training and lessons in the field and the 
classroom.  In the evening he joined all JNCOs and recruits for messing during which he 
delivered valuable advice and an update on our Brigade.  The evening concluded for Col BG and all members of the Permanent Staff with 
drinks in the Sungai Patani Bar.  For Col BG the visit was an opportunity to witness the moulding process of Nepali boy into British Army 
Gurkha soldier.  Col BG is thanked for taking the time to visit and we hope to see him here again in the future. 
 

INTAKE 2013 PASSING OFF THE SQUARE 
(written by T/Rfn Tilak Thapa Magar, 3 Pl) 

 
Passing Off The Square (POS) is a critical output test for 
Gurkha recruits.  It ensures the standard of individual foot 
drill and dress 
within our Brigade 
remains high. 
 
POS 2013 began 
with a bed space 
inspection for all 
126 recruits.  
Despite our 
thorough attention to detail we were all nervous but also 
excited.  The internal and external (RSM ITC and CSM 
Guards Coy) judges were impressed by the overall 
standard of our dress, turnout, individual drill and 
particularly the uniformity of bed and kit layout.  At each 
phase the recruits were given a score, added up to produce 
a final result.  Despite the cold weather we all maintained 
discipline and I was extremely proud to be announced as 
Champion Recruit for the POS.  I received my prize from 
OC Gurkha Company (picture above). 

EXERCISE PAHILO KADAM 
(written by T/Rfn Sai Kumar Roka, 5 Pl) 
 
Ex PAHILO KADAM took place on 4 Mar in the towns of Catterick, Richmond 
and Darlington.  The aim was to deliver cultural awareness and introduce us to 

the UK way of 
life. 
 
All recruits 
dressed smartly 
in suits.  We 
learnt how to 
withdraw and 

deposit money using our new bank accounts.  All of us were completely 
unaware of this financial system and had never used it before, we were amazed 
and extremely impressed.  We also learnt how to use public transport, how to 
buy goods required for daily use, food, clothes and a wide variety of essential 
items.  The Post Office, zebra crossings and traffic lights are not so foreign to us 
now.  During the day a person held a door open for me as I entered a shop, this 
is extremely rare where I come from.  Respect displayed by the public, and 
particularly for the Gurkhas, during Ex PAHILO KADAM was truly humbling.  
This has genuinely touched our hearts and has inspired all recruits in my Intake 
to become a professional Gurkha soldier, drive for success, maintain discipline 
and serve the UK with distinction.  Our next cultural training is to Whitby where 
we will get to see the sea for the first time ever in our lives. 

 

INTER SECTION BASKETBALL COMPETITION 
(written by T/Rfn Bikash Gurung, 5 Pl) 
 
5 Pl 2 Sect (pictured below) battled their way to victory at the 
Recruit Intake 2013 Inter Section Basketball Competition held 
on 23 Mar.  Training for this event had started after our 

selection in 
Pokhara.  It was 
another excellent 
event for building 
our team 
cohesion, fitness 
and working with 
our instructors 
during a sporting 

event rather than military training. 
 
Thanks must go to Cpl Chandra Lama (QGS) as the overall 
PTI in charge of the event.  He and his team put together a 
brilliant event for us.  The final positions were as follows: 
 
Champions – 5 Pl 2 Sect led by Cpl Prasanta Limbu (2RGR) 
2nd overall – 2 Pl 1 Sect led by Cpl Padam Pun (1RGR) 
3rd overall – 2 Pl 3 Sect led by Cpl Shyam Kumar Rai (2RGR) 
4th overall – 5 Pl 1 Sect led by Cpl Jayandra Garbuja (QGE) 
Overall Best Player – T/Rfn Bikash Gurung 5 Pl 

INTRODUCTORY EXERCISE 3 
(written by T/Rfn Sonam Rai 5 Pl) 
 
Gurkha Company deployed on Introductory Exercise 3 over the period 14 – 16 
Mar.  The aim of the exercise was to revise, teach and assess recruits on 
basic infantry skills.  On 17 Mar we conducted our mandatory Summative 
Assessments which consisted of round robin of 6 stands / tests. 
 
Following an 
insertion 
march and 
revision of Pl 
harbour 
occupation 
we had the 
opportunity to 
learn and 
practice 
moving at 
night.  With our Section Commanders we rehearsed actions on for patrolling.  
On day 2 we learnt how to fire at a crossing target but the highlight was the 
daytime stalk.  During the Summative Test Day we had to demonstrate our 
proficiency at Fire & Movement, Fire Control Orders, Camouflage and 
Concealment, the Country Code, Judging Distances and Observation.  These 
stands required discipline, aggression and initiative however, the most 
demanding and exciting was Fire & Movement and the most interesting was 
Camouflage and Concealment. 

 

 


